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NEWSDESK 
 
Future of Royal Mail 
 
Just as we thought the future of Royal Mail was secure with Peter Mandelson 
kicking the idea of selling part of its operation into the long grass, the 
Communication Workers Union has embarked on strike action.  Clearly industrial 
relations within Royal Mail are abysmal and the enterprise has suffered over the 
years from chronic under-investment, but it is hard not to believe that the strike 
(or rather strikes) in the run-up to Christmas will only harm Royal Mail as a whole 
and alienate public support for those hardworking ópostiesô we all look on as 
friends.  Letôs hope some sense prevails on both sides and that they eventually 
begin meaningful talks aimed at settling the dispute, before any real damage gets 
done! 
 
Congratulations 
 
Members will be pleased to hear that one of our long-standing members and a 
former president, David Sigee, has enjoyed great success in two recent national 
competitions at Harrogate [2008] and at Stampex [2009], showing his excellent 
collection of College Stamps of Oxford University.  In the óTraditional Classô, 
David submitted five frames (each of 16 sheets) at the two competitions, and on 
both occasions he won a Gold Medal. We look forward in the next edition of the 
Newsletter to hearing an account of the experience and to finding out whether 
this has whetted his appetite for further adventures in the world of competitive 
philately. 
 
Judging Seminar 
 
The North West Federation is organising a seminar the aims of which are first to 
up-date qualified judges on recent changes to rules and second to inform any 
one perhaps interested in preparing a competition entry of the kind of things that 
judges are looking for (both in a positive and negative sense).  The seminar will 
be held at St Maryôs Church Hall, Handforth on 20 March 2010 and there will be 
a charge of £10 for lunch and refreshments.  The guest speakers will be John 
Sussex and Colin Hoffman.  
 
Further details from Adrian Jones, NW Fed Secretary via the NW Fed website.   
 

 North West Federation website: www. nwfedps.org 
 

 
Society Competitions 
 
And while we are on this topic, members should perhaps be reminded that the 
Society organises three competitions, as well as awarding the Thematic Trophy 
to the best display presented during the Membersô Thematic Evening.  Last 
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season, unfortunately, there was a dearth of competition entries and neither the 
Maxwell nor the Armour Competitions took place (there have to be at least two 
entries for the competition to go ahead).  The new competition in óSocial 
Philatelyô for the Presidentôs Cup was held, but there were only two entries, and it 
wasnôt absolutely certain that they had both been intended for that particular 
competition!  While competitive philately remains perhaps a minority interest, it is 
disappointing that there was not more willingness to óhave a goô and generate as 
much interest and enjoyment as our other ómembersô eveningsô always seem 
able to do.  The first thing to remember is that reputations are not at stake:  the 
whole idea is about enjoyment, sharing in differing aspects of our mutual interest, 
and by the end of the evening having learnt something, certainly about 
somebody elseôs collection, but also, perhaps, indirectly about ones own.  As a 
way, hopefully, of encouraging everyone to take part in at least one of the society 
competitions next May, the Newsletter is going to run a series of brief articles 
about competitive philately, starting with one in this issue about óSocial Philatelyô. 
 
And finally é 
 

Congratulations to the TPS Quiz Team (Maureen Pedley, Clive Griffiths, Peter 
Kearsley and David Sigee) who came a respectable second in the Poynton Ruby 
Trophy Quiz on 20 October.  The eventual victors were Poynton by a clear 
margin, but there was stiff competition from both South Manchester and 
Urmston, as well as the TPS Team, and in the early rounds on GB and 
Commonwealth the scores were very close (a consequence, it has to be said, of 
the lack of knowledge displayed by all teams on the most familiar of subjects!).   
 
And for those of you who missed what was an enjoyable and challenging evening 
(finished off with an excellent buffet sourced and prepared by Marion Kearsley 
and Maureen Pedley to whom we should record a heartfelt vote of thanks), here 
are a few of the questions (some of which we got right and others that we did 
not): 
 

¶ Which countryôs stamps were overprinted in 1918 for use in Iraq? 

¶ Which port used the C59 duplex cancel on Victorian stamps? 

¶ Which country issued pictorial postage due stamps? 

¶ When did San Marino first issue stamps? 

¶ What was the major design element on the GB 1948 Olympic Games 
issue? 

¶ What agricultural implement featured on the GB 1946 Victory issue? 

¶ When did France first issue Red Cross stamps? 
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Nazi Occupation of the Netherlands during WWII ï Two Interesting Items 
 

Postal history of territories occupied by Germany during the Second World War is 
generally plentiful and readily available, albeit sometimes at a price, not only from 
large areas such as Poland and the former Czechoslovak areas of Bohemia and 
Moravia, but also from obscure locations such as the island of Zante. It is 
therefore surprising how little material is available from the occupation of the 
Netherlands. Although a number of commemorative sets were issued, the vast 
majority of covers from the period are franked with the standard, un-overprinted 
definitives, and genuinely used items, even philatelically inspired ones, franked 
with commemoratives or overprinted definitives are hard to find and present a 
challenge to the collector. 
 
It is in this context that the following notes on the two items shown below should 
be seen, and I hope readers will find them of interest. 
 
The first is a registered, airmail cover sent from ós-Gravenhage (perhaps better 
known as óThe Hagueô) to New York on 16 December 1940. Across the top has 
been written (in Dutch) óBy transatlantic airmail via Lisbonô. Mail across the 
Atlantic was still possible at this time as United States of America had not yet 
entered the war and, as Portugal was a neutral country, Lisbon became a staging 
point for foreign mail, and later for undercover mail. 
It has been franked by the complete set of definitives which were overprinted 
during the autumn of 1940, after the German occupation of May 1940. This issue 
quickly became known as the óHolland behind barsô issue, for reasons of its 
design and the circumstances under which it was produced. Also, all possible 
combinations of the 2½c and 7½c coil stamps have been added. However, this 
cover never reached its destinationé. 
Recognizing the intelligence value of information intercepted from the mail, the 
British set up a major censorship operation in Bermuda, which occupied a 
strategic location astride the Atlantic sea-lanes and air routes. Covers that were 
deemed too sensitive to forward were seized, to be released for distribution only 
after hostilities ended. In addition, although the Germans permitted the export of 
postage stamps from the Netherlands until April 1941, the British were more strict 
and impounded letters which contained stamps and, as this cover is from a 
stamp dealer, this is the likely explanation here. 
It is generally believed that detained mail was gathered at several censorship 
stations in British colonies in the Atlantic area, and forwarded to Bermuda for 
safekeeping. Not much of this mail survives in philatelic hands and is considered 
rare. The most common markings seen on this mail include "Condemned" and 
"Released by Prize Court." These are judicial markings applied by the prize 
courts, not post office or censorship markings. (I have not been able to ascertain 
where and when the Prize Court sat.) 
 
 
The type-written label on the reverse of this cover states (again in Dutch): 
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óAfter seizure by the British Authorities, this item was retrieved through the 
intervention of COVAL (Commission for Impounded Consignments) in 
Amsterdamô 
 

COVAL was set up by the Dutch in October 1939 to protect the interests of Dutch 
merchant ships whose contents might be seized by enemy action. After the war, 
the committee oversaw distribution of impounded goods or the payment of 
compensation until its disbandment in 1954.  
This cover arrived at Rotterdam on 5 October 1951, almost 11 years after it was 
first posted, just a few miles away! 
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The second item is a registered cover has been sent to Amsterdam from the 
óhostage campô set up in the Beekvliet seminary (training college for Catholic 
priests) in the town of Sint Michielsgestel, around 100 kilometres from Leiden. 
 
In response to an increasingly active Dutch resistance movement, the Nazis 
established óhostage campsô, whose inmates were under the threat of execution 
in retaliation for acts of sabotage. Prominent people were selected for the 
hostage pool ï ex-ministers, Members of Parliament, academics, journalists and 
trade unionists. 
During the period of its existence this particular camp held 1200 men, 500 to 800 
at a time for 12 months each. One hostage was Wim Schermerhorn who 
subsequently served as Prime Minister 1945-1946. 
Organisation of the camp was left to the hostages themselves and they 
administered room allocation, cleaning, the camp shop, entertainment and postal 
arrangements. Food and hygiene were reasonable and, although 14 hostages 
were shot during 1942, no more were executed and this threat did not trouble the 
inmates. 
 
The sender of this cover, F. Ripper, was a member of the governing board of the 
Dutch Association of Factory Workers, and the fact that it was possible to 
prepare a philatelic item of this nature shows that camp life was relatively lenient. 
 

 
 
 

Ian Nickson 


