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NEWSDESK 
 
Future of Royal Mail 
 
Proposals for the part-privatisation of Royal Mail, following the Hooper Report, 
have sparked controversy in many quarters, not least amongst the members of 
Communication Workers’ Union (CWU), which represents ‘posties’ and others.  It 
has launched an e-petition on the Number 10 website at http: 
//petitions.number10.gov.uk/Royal-Mail-Sale, which currently has over five and a 
half thousand signatures, something else for Gordon Brown to mull over!  The 
CWU has also announced a Road Show campaigning against the proposals 
which it says work take the ‘Royal’ out of the ‘Mail’ and ‘to make sure that the 
public knows exactly what privatisation will mean’ which will work its way down 
the country from John O’Groats to Land’s End and will call at Blackpool some 
time during the summer. 
 
Philatelic Congress 
 
Details of the programme are now available on the NW Fed website.  Highlights 
include a talk by Beryl Jones of Urmston PS on the ‘The History of Manchester’, 
a ‘Forgery display’ and the Kay Goodman Lecture on the ‘The Evolution of the 
Congress – from Past to Future’.  There will also be numerous other talks on 
‘Sudan’, ‘Edward VIII’ and ‘The English Civil War’.  Day registration cost £10 for 
Friday and Saturday, and £6 for Thursday and Sunday. 
 
Thematic Seminar 
 
The NW Fed, in conjunction with the British Thematic Association, will be hosting 
an all-day ‘Thematic Seminar’.  It will take place on 12 September at St. Mary’s 
Church Hall, Handforth (the venue for meeting of South Manchester PS). The 
programme will have a Guest speaker (yet to be confirmed) and there will be two 
Thematic workshops. Those already into Thematic Collecting, or even just 
putting their toes in the water, may, if they wish, bring along 12 sheets to show 
and receive feedback on (positive comments only!).  

The event will last from 10.00 until 17.30 and there will be a charge of £10 
for participation (to include teas/coffee, biscuits and a buffet lunch).  Enquires 
should be made either via the Editor or direct to Adrian Jones, NW Fed 
Secretary, via the NW Fed website.  
 

 North West Federation website: www. nwfedps.org 
 
 

    
Any ideas what this illustrates? See foot of p.7 for answer. 
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And it’s goodbye from him … Roger reflects on his three years as President  
 

Over my three years in office as President, I suppose I have realized more than 
anything else that even the quiet, solitary, soothing occupation of philately must 
have a social dimension to enable you to obtain maximum enjoyment from it. OK. 
The hobby has an element of excitement too, when you find a long-sought item 
which completes a set or you come across an unexpected bargain, but you still 
need to share these pleasures with others. And they need, so to speak, to use 
the same language as you. Within your own family, you may be thought 
eccentric, or even regressing back to a childhood where it was normal to amass 
a few objects as an aspect of growing-up. Regular attendance at the philatelic 
society can do wonders to boost your flagging self-esteem.  
 
There are evenings when everyone shares a page or two of treasures, and 
others when a speaker from outside the Society demonstrates an expertise 
which can only be acquired after years of dedicated study. The President does 
need all the inspiration available, as the initial flattered surprise at being 
appointed subsides, and is replaced by the realization that three full evenings in 
the Society’s programme over the next three years must be devoted to his own 
collection, which is currently lying around, unsorted and unmounted, in various 
boxes in the spare bedroom. 
 
The potential for philatelic friendships does not stop at the level of the local 
society. I have particularly enjoyed evenings with other nearby members of the 
North Western Federation of Philatelic Societies. We at Trafford were proud to 
win the annual quiz, just, which brings us the responsibility of hosting next 
season’s quiz. Rising further through the ranks, we all have the opportunity of 
schmoozing with stamp celebrities of national and international importance when 
the Centenary Philatelic Congress of Great Britain hits Manchester between 16 
and 19 July this year.  
 
It has been a great pleasure, as well as a genuine honour, to preside over the 
Society’s meetings. Thank you to all who have contributed to our continuing 
success, though I must single out our Secretary, Peter Kearsley, for particular 
thanks. I shall miss wielding the presidential gavel, and in wishing Ted Jackson 
well in his period of tenure, I can offer only one piece of advice. Banging the 
gavel on the table at home does not create the same moderately respectful 
silence as it brings to the Society’s meetings. 
 
See you all at the annual dinner,* if not before. 
 
 
���������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
�� . 
 
 
* For details of the Annual Dinner, see below in ‘Dates for the Diary’ 
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THE 1897 PRINCE OF WALES’S HOSPITAL FUND STAMPS 
 
 My interest in the 1897 Prince of Wales’s Hospital Fund Stamps started 
about five years ago when I found a set in the club packet.  I was particularly 
attracted by the design of the stamps – which are beautifully engraved, and quite 
unlike the contemporary postal issues.   The stamps were not issued by a 
national postal administration, and are thus technically ‘Cinderella’ items.  They 
did, however, have some official standing since they were promoted by royal 
patronage, with the Prince and Princess of Wales taking a keen interest in all 
stages of stamp production - from design to engraving, printing, distribution and 
selling to the public.   
 
Proposal :  During the lead-up to Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897, 
suggestions for a special stamp issue to mark the occasion were rejected by the 
Government. The Prince of Wales suggested as an alternative that charity labels 
should be produced to commemorate the occasion and raise money for his 
London Hospital Fund.  Although they had no postal validity, they would be 
referred to as ‘Hospital Fund Stamps.’ 
 

    
 
Design and production :  Two stamps were produced:  a 1/- steel blue and 2/6d 
red, with the latter also found in a scarcer red-brown shade. The stamps were 
designed, engraved and printed by De La Rue completely free of charge. The 
basis of the design (similar for both stamps and selected by the Prince of Wales)  
is  a central figure – taken from the picture of ‘Charity’ painted by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds for New College, Oxford. The design is unusual in two major ways – it 
is the only British stamp to bear a Royal signature (Albert Edward) and is pre-
Raphaelite in style.  Recess printing was carried out on three hand-operated 
machines. Plates contained a double impression of 80 stamps, and were 
destroyed on July 9th 1897 after a single printing.   
 
Sales and promotion:  Stamps were purchased by collectors to commemorate 
the Diamond Jubilee and were also issued as receipts for purchase of annual 
health insurance in London Hospitals.   Promotion of these stamps to collectors 

Fig.1.    1897 Prince of 
Wales’s    Charity stamps. 

“ 1837. THE QUEEN’S 
COMMEMORATION 1897” 

 

“ PRINCE OF WALES’S   
  HOSPITAL   FUND” 
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included the issue of a special presentation set (Fig.2) and red subscription 
books to stick the stamps in. Royal visits by the Prince and Princess of Wales to 
De La Rue were much publicised. Stamps were issued on May 18th 1897 and 
were available from stationers, newsagents and booksellers – but not post 
offices. 
 
 

 
 

           
 
 
 
 
                                                                        
 
 
 Although the 1897 stamps raised the considerable sum of £35,000 for 
charity, a further set of Hospital Stamps issued in 1898 met with only limited 
take-up.  In a final phase lasting over 20 years (1900-1922),  stamps of the 1897 
or 1898 sets  were re-issued on an annual basis,  overprinted with the  
appropriate year date. Single mint examples of the 1897 set are fairly common, 
but blocks of these stamps and subsequent issues are less easy to find.  I am 
always interested to find new examples of these charity stamps, particularly if 

Fig. 2.   Special p resentation set ( decorated 
envelope plus two stamps) 

Fig.3. 1900 registered  cover from 
Bath  to Belgium, bearing 2d 
(registration fee) and 2½d (postage) 
1887 Jubilee adhesives plus BOTH  
charity stamps.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Fig. 4.  Prepayment of postage.
1897 cover  (London to Dorset)  
bearing  a charity 1/- stamp.  

Postal usage :  In a press release dated April 
1897, the Prince of Wales commented that 
these stamps were not available for postage 
and were not intended to be used in connection 
with the postal service.  In spite of this, the 
stamps are occasionally found on cover,  
typically in conjunction with valid postage 
stamps (Fig.3).  Rarely they occur on their own 
(Fig.4),   illegally used for prepayment of 
postage. 
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they have passed through the postal system. So far I have not come across any 
postally-used, overprinted (1900-1922) stamps, so the challenge is on! 
 

���������		  
 
 
Dates for the Diary 
 
12 May  ANNUAL DINNER  (see below for details) 
19 May  SOCIETY AGM and Competition Evening (see p. 8 below) 
26 May  Stockport Fair (Masonic Hall, Wellington Road South) 
20 June Stafford Stamp Show (County Showground, Ingestre Suite, 

Weston Road, Stafford ST18 0RD) 
16-19 July  ABPS Congress (Manchester) 
17-18 July  York Stamp Fair (York Racecourse) 
28 July  Stockport Fair (Masonic Hall, Wellington Road South) 
1 September  FIRST Meeting New TPS Season  
12 September Thematic Seminar (St Mary’s Church, Wimlslow Road, 

Handforth, SK9 3LG) £10 participation fee, for further details 
contact Adrian Jones via NW Fed website) 

18-19 September Autumn STAMPEX (BDC, Islington, London) 
10 October  Sale Stamp Fair (Sale GS, Marsland Road) 
20 October  NW Fed Quiz hosted by TPS (Park House, Sale) 
21-25 October ITALIA 2009 (Rome, Italy) 
24 October NW Fed Convention and Stamp Fair (Thornleigh Salesian 

College, Sharples Park, Bolton BL1 6PQ 
5-7 November Philatex (Royal Horticultural Halls, London) 
24 November TPS Xmas Dinner (venue to be confirmed) 
 

TPS website: www. communigate.co.uk/traffordphilatelic 
 

 

��������  
 
The climax to TPS's year - the Annual Dinner , for members, spouses, relations 
and friends – will take place at 7.30pm on 12 May at "Home" (Lymm Road, Little 
Bollington, WA14 4SU). The cost, inclusive of three courses, coffee and service 
charge, is £19.00.  
 
�  Please make cheques payable to Roger Hensman, and 

indicate your intention to come ASAP (�  980 5158). 
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PACKET REPORT – MARCH 2009 
 
 I am pleased to report that two packets (09/1, 09/2) of twenty booklets 
each have just entered circulation. Each is valued at about £1000, and includes 
booklets both from club members and outside sources. Wherever possible I 
divide contributed booklets between packets, so that each packet will satisfy a 
wide range of collecting interests. 
 One notable feature of both packets is the presence of sets of stamps, 
with runs up to high values – in some cases complete. The range of material 
includes: 
 
GREAT BRITAIN : 
· Wide variety of modern commemoratives 
· Some good QV, including a superb 1862 4d red with light 1844 type cancel 

(price £8). 
·  
COMMONWEALTH: 
· QV – good Barbados, Bermuda 
· Geo VI Falkland Islands, including opt sets for South Shetlands Dependency, 

Graham Land and South Orkneys Dependency 
· Geo VI sets for St Helena, St Lucia, Trinidad & Tobago, Gold Coast, 

Nyasaland, Somaliland, British Honduras 
·  
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES: 
· Good range of W Germany, with 1953-57 relief fund sets 
· Some modern Portugese stamps, including Portugese Azores. 
·  
REST OF WORLD: 
· Some fine Madagascar (French Dependency), with miniature sheets. 
· Good range of Zanzibar Sultanate stamps, including SG210-222, with the 3 

rupee fine used priced at £20. 
 
All Society members are encouraged to submit booklets for the club packet. 
These normally go into circulation with minimal delay. Remember that good 
quality stamps, even at high (realistic) prices, tend to sell very quickly! 
 
Blank booklets (6 for £1) are available from the undersigned. 
 

���������		�
�
And anyone who attended Frank Webster’s excellent presentation ‘The Evolution of Man’ on 21 
April will have heard him say that the most valuable source for the stamps that went into creating 
such an impressive display was his local Society’s Packet! (Ed.) 
 

Answer to p.2 question: The Penny Black Plate 5 bulge 
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NOTICE 
 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society will take place on 19 May at Park 
House, Sale.  All members are invited to attend. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Treasurer’s Report 
 

2. Secretary’s Report 
 

3. Packet Secretary’s Report 
 

4. Election of Officers and committee members (nominations by a proposer 
and seconder may be made at the meeting on the nominations sheet 
provided by the Secretary). 

 
 
After the completion of the AGM the Society’s Annual Competitions  for 2009/10 
will be held.  Entries for all competitions should be handed to the Secretary who 
will arrange for them to be displayed anonymously for judging. No verbal 
descriptions are allowed for any competition. 
 
There are three competitions: 
 
Maxwell Trophy  (Intermediate Competition) – four to six sheets 
 
Armour Cup  (Senior Competition) – up to nine sheets 
 
President’s Cup  (Social Philately) – up to nine sheets (see the previous 
Newsletter for guidance on preparing an entry). 
 
 
Notes:  
(1)  Previous winners of the Armour Cup may not submit  an entry for the Maxwell Trophy;  
(2)  Previously successful entries for any competition may not be submitted in whole or in part 

for the same or a lower level competition, but unsuccessful entries may be re-submitted; 
(3) Judging for the Maxwell Trophy and the President’s Cup will be by a ballot of all members 

present not submitting an entry for the same competition; judging for the Armour Cup will be 
by a panel of judges nominated by the committee from members not submitting an entry. 

 
 


