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NEWSDESK 
 
New Competition 
 
At the last Society AGM it was announced that a new competition would be 
launched this year. The competition for the ‘President’s Trophy’ would be in a 
new class: Social Philately.  The rules for this new competition will be similar to 
those of the Society’s senior competition for the Armour Cup: up to 9 sheets of 
items from the member’s personal collection, no verbal description allowed and 
judging to be by a ballot of all members present who have not submitted an 
entry. The Trophy will be held for one year. 
 
Social Philately is a relatively new class of competition which has grown out of 
the more familiar and long-established class of Postal History.  For many years 
collectors of postal history have held, and often shown in non-competitive 
displays, a whole range of material such as picture postcards, photos, maps, 
newspaper clippings etc., which have helped to provide a background to the 
particular postal history ‘story’ that they have been trying to relate.  Social 
Philately allows such material to become an integral part of the competition entry 
in order to develop the ‘story’ in a chronological and coherent manner.  Thus 
entrants may wish to relate the history of a town, biography of a famous person 
or impact of an event through postal and philatelic items, and within Social 
Philately they may do so using up to 70% non-philatelic items.  While there will 
still be a core of postal items in the display, a range of other items may also be 
included such as, in addition to those already mentioned above, prints or 
engravings, greetings cards, coins, tickets, seals, bills, headed notepaper and 
even textiles.  The only limitations are, on the one hand, practical, in that 
anything included must be able to be mounted on the display boards, and, on the 
other, the imagination of the collector, which, if the ingenuity of members in 
preparing for our own successful ‘Members’ Evenings’ is anything to go by, 
should present no problem! 
 
While we hope there will be plenty of entries in this new competition on 19 May, 
please remember the other competitions as well: the Maxwell Trophy  (our 
intermediate competition) and the Armour Cup  (the senior competition), and 
think about entering one of them too.  
(Note: [1] previous winners of the Armour Cup may not enter  the Maxwell Trophy; and [2] 
displays, or any part thereof, which have previously won any Society competition may not be re-
submitted, but unsuccessful entries may be.) 
 
As members will recall, it was decided at the last AGM that the Thematic 
Competition  should take place at the same time as the Society’s Thematic 
Evening.  As usual, the evening, held this year on 3 February, produced a varied 
crop of fine displays ranging from ‘Spring Flowers’ to ‘Tourism’ in France.  At the 
end of the evening, the trophy for 2008/09 was awarded to David Sigee for an 
interesting display of ‘Picture Postcards of Cambridge Colleges’, some used 
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locally, another having been sent to Australia in 1904 (for 1d.), and one even 
having been ‘foreign’ used in South Africa! 
 
 
Trip to MidPex 2009 
 
The South Manchester Philatelic Society are organising a coach to MidPex on 11 
July. Anyone interested in joining them should contact the Secretary to the Hon. 
Secretary Les James on 01625 536429 for further details and to book a place. 
 
 
New Royal Mail Postal Rates in April (edited from a recent press release) 
 
Royal Mail recently announced that the price of First and Second class stamps 
for standard letters weighing up to 100g would rise by 3p, to 39p and 30p 
respectively, from 6 April 2009, in line with the price controls set by the regulator, 
Postcomm. 
 
According to the Royal Mail the price increases will add less than 5p to the 
average UK household’s weekly expenditure – households currently spend 
around £26 on postage each year, considerably less than on other forms of 
communication, including telephone and broadband services.  Even after the 
new prices take effect, Royal Mail insisted that its stamp prices will remain 
among the lowest in Europe, while Quality of Service is among the best.  
However, even after these price rises, delivery of stamped mail will still be loss 
making. 
  Luisa Fulci, Royal Mail’s Director of Marketing Services, said: “Stamped 
mail remains very affordable and consumers are still receiving excellent value for 
money - most countries in Europe charge more to deliver less.  Our overriding 
priority must be to safeguard the currently loss making six-days-a-week one-
price-goes-anywhere Universal Service – a task which the current market makes 
much harder, as big business customers choose other forms of electronic 
communications or competing operators instead of continuing to subsidise 
consumers.” 
  Ms Fulci added: “We are committed to ensuring that prices remain as 
competitive as possible while complying with the price controls set by the 
regulator and ensuring that Royal Mail can continue to fund the one-price-goes-
anywhere stamped mail service to the UK’s 27 million addresses against the 
backdrop of greater competition and falling mail volumes.” 
 

�  NEWSDESK suggests that the message for all private mail users must be to 
stock up on stamps NOW, especially for 2nd class mail, before the price 
increase!  
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Stamp Soaking 
 
It seems that problems for stamp collectors continue to multiply. The increasing 
use of self-adhesive stamps by numerous postal administrations is causing a 
growing number of problems: despite hours in the soaking tray some stamps just 
refuse to separate from the piece to which they are affixed, or, worse still, are 
severely damaged either through a prolonged soak or in the act of trying to ease 
them off the paper.  In truth, there seems to be no simple solution (no pun 
intended!) to the problem, and a recent article published in ‘Linn’s Stamp News’, 
18 August 2008, simply concluded that with an increasing number of US issues 
the best idea was just to leave them on paper (presumably close-trimmed, or 
neatly trimmed to show an interesting or well-struck cancel).   
 
If anyone has any information about specific stamp issues which resist soaking 
or indeed any bright ideas as how to tackle this problem, please get in touch with 
NEWSDESK and we will be happy to share your information with readers in a 
future issue. 

Clive Griffiths 
 

 

 
 
 
Dates for the Diary 
 
8 March  Bowden Fair (Quality Hotel, Bowden) 
24 March  Stockport Fair (Masonic Hall, Wellington Road South) 
7 April SOCIETY AUCTION (�  Ted Jackson 0161 4376450 ASAP 

to consign lots) 
12 April  Bowden Fair (Quality Hotel, Bowden) 
18 April  Sale Stamp Fair (Sale GS, Marsland Road) 
28 April  Stockport Fair (Masonic Hall, Wellington Road South) 
19 May  SOCIETY AGM and Competition Evening) 
26 May  Stockport Fair (Masonic Hall, Wellington Road South) 
16-19 July  ABPS Congress (Manchester) 
17-18 July  York Stamp Fair (York Racecourse) 
28 July  Stockport Fair (Masonic Hall, Wellington Road South) 
10 October  Sale Stamp Fair (Sale GS, Marsland Road) 
21-25 October ITALIA 2009 (Rome, Italy) 
 
 

TPS website: www. communigate.co.uk/traffordphilatelic 
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The Manchester Postage Stamp Exhibition and 
Philatelic Congress 1909 

 
 
About ten years ago, in an auction of philatelic literature in Hamburg, I spotted a 
lot consisting of several items pertaining to the Manchester Postage Stamp 
Exhibition and Philatelic Congress of 1909 along with a bound volume of the 
London Philatelist (The Monthly Journal of the Royal Philatelic Society, London). 
A century on and this year’s Congress is once again being held in Manchester, 
so it seems entirely appropriate to devote part of this newsletter to a brief study 
of the souvenirs produced for the congress (I do not profess to have a complete 
collection and I will be interested to hear of other items) and also to reproduce 
the comments of the editor of the London Philatelist on the Congress itself which 
reveals the preoccupations of philatelists of the day. 

 
The Congress was held in Hulme Town hall between Thursday 18th and Saturday 
20th February 1909 ‘under the auspices of the Manchester Junior Philatelic 
Society’, a branch of the so-called ‘Junior’ Philatelic Society of London, founded 
by the legendary Fred. J. Melville who had been refused membership of the 
Royal Philatelic Society, because of his (relative) youth at the age of seventeen. 
The exhibition was opened by the Lord Mayor of Manchester, Alderman Holt, at 
2.30 p.m. on the 18th in the presence of a large audience, which included 
delegates from the Royal Philatelic Society and thirty other societies. It comes as 
a surprise to find that on all days the event remained open until 10 p.m. each 
day, having opened its doors to the public at 3.30 p.m. on the first day and 10.30 
a.m. on the second and third days. 
 
A contemporary report described the exhibition rooms as ‘well lighted, without 
any injurious top light, and amply fitted with long rows of glass cases, flanked all 
round with dealers’ stalls and enlivened with an excellent band’. In the Large Hall 
could be found Great Britain and Colonies exhibits while displays of ‘Foreign 
Countries, Proofs Essays, etc’ were located in the Small Hall. A post office was 
located in the entrance hall and mail despatched from the exhibition would 
receive a special postmark. In the main entrance, the thirsty and hungry could 
revive themselves in the restaurant managed by Messrs I. Bianco and Co. 
 
The other part of the event was the Congress which met in the Congress Hall on 
all three days. On the first day there was one meeting between 5 p.m. and 7 
p.m., on the second it met between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. and the final day here were 
two meetings, the first between 3 p.m. and 4. 30 and the final sitting between 7 
p.m. and 8.30 p.m. Additionally there was a ‘Lantern Lecture’ entitled ‘Our Penny 
Stamps’, written by I. J. Bernstein and delivered by Charles Powell which 
commenced at 7.30 and was repeated at 8.30 p.m. 
 
Hopefully this has set remaining parts of this article into context. Appendix 1 
reproduces the editorial of M. P. Castle which appeared in the London Philatelist 
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February 1909 and provides an insight into Edwardian philately. Appendix 2 
illustrates various philatelic souvenirs produced in connection with the exhibition 
and congress along with an extract from a contemporary newspaper. 
 
Ian Nickson, February 2009 
 
 
Appendix 1 
 
Editorial of the London Philatelist (The Monthly Jo urnal of the Royal Philatelic Society, 
London), Vol. XVIII, February 1909, No, 206. 
 
 
The first Philatelic Congress ever held in this country is an accomplished fact. It can hardly be 
contended that the idea of having such a function is original, as we have been familiar there, both 
in Germany and America, for a number of years past. Many of us have, moreover, attended these 
meetings, and derived due philatelic enjoyment or advantages therefrom, but with true insular 
conservatism it has never occurred to us that such an undertaking would be equally popular and 
successful in this country.  

The inauguration of what will undoubtedly be a future annual feature of importance has 
been left to the initiative of almost the youngest Philatelic Society in Great Britain. The marked 
success that has attended the recent Congress at Manchester is therefore greatly to the credit of 
the Junior Philatelic Society of that city, which has by its energy and good organization 
established the Philatelic Congress in Great Britain. 

Philatelists will be better able to estimate the value of the proceedings when the 
stenographic reports of the discussion are published; but it may be stated briefly that, although 
necessarily a considerable portion of the proceedings was of that negative nature which is 
entitled ‘battling the air’, the Conference was not without tangible results. A resolution was 
accepted unanimously to forward a petition to the Postal Union Conference at Berne, asking that 
body to discourage, as far as possible, superfluous and commemorative issues. This step, in any 
case, can do no harm; and even if no direct result accrues, it is well to have acquainted the great 
Postal Conference of the existence of a watchful body of philatelists. A further resolution was 
adopted, also unanimously, agreeing to the annual holding of the Congress, and fixing the next 
venue for London, on the invitation of the Herts Philatelic Society. 

The most important of the other matters discussed was that of the “Catalogue for 
Collectors”, and it may be aid that the difficulties of carrying out such a scheme were shown, by 
numerous speakers, to be practically insuperable. The debate, however, clearly showed that 
there is a widespread feeling that the present system requires amending, and the hope was 
expressed that good results will be effectuated in the future by the interchange of ideas on this 
thorny point between the contending parties. The fact that the leading German Societies and 
dealers are proposing to accept Herr Kohl’s catalogue as a normal or standard work for Germany, 
as announced to the Congress by Mr. Reichenheim, created a mild sensation, and clearly 
demonstrated that the collectors on the Continent are actuated by the same feelings as those in 
this country. 

The attendance of delegates from over thirty Philatelic Societies, besides those deputed 
by the dealers, is sufficient evidence of the importance attached to this Congress, and in the best 
interests of stamp collecting we hope to see it develop into the most important philatelic feature of 
the year. 
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Appendix 2:  
Souvenirs of the Congress 
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Catalogue and Programme 
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Complimentary Ticket 
 

 
 

Ticket to the banquet 
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Souvenir Postcard 
 

 
Special postmark 
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Menu and Toast List in the form of a double postcar d 
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Report in the Manchester Evening News of February 1 9th 1909 
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Xmas Quiz Night 
 
In December 2008 as usual, the last meeting before Xmas was given over to a 
quiz. The regular Quizmaster Ted Jackson, having flown off to warmer climes to 
visit friends and family in Australia, was replaced on this occasion by Clive 
Griffiths.  Two teams, led by Stella Worsh and Maureen Pedley respectively, 
pitted their collective wits and philatelic knowledge against each other in what 
proved to be a close tussle, with the lead changing after practically every round. 
 
After a short round of individual ‘warm-up’ questions on postal abbreviations and 
(relatively) common overprints, questions in the remaining rounds were for the 
whole team, although a few individuals sometimes tended to ‘jump the gun’, 
shouting out answers that hadn’t always been ‘properly’ agreed. Still the 
quizmaster proved to be surprisingly understanding of such enthusiasm, and not 
too many penalties were imposed. 

Questions ranged over a number of topics, and despite what some feared, 
there were only one or two with an Italian dimension. The first round 
concentrated on the history of the UPU, and it has to be admitted that the scores 
of neither team progressed very much as they struggled with questions ranging 
from the date of the Union’s foundation (1874) to the name of the next design of 
International Reply coupon due for introduction in 2009 (‘Nairobi’, so called after 
the name of the place where the 2008 meeting of the Union was scheduled to 
take place, even though it actually took place in Geneva, due to civil unrest in 
Kenya). Other rounds on British and Foreign stamps, however, allowed the 
teams fully to display their depth of knowledge, and both teams acquitted 
themselves extremely honourably. A picture round featuring twelve stamps, 
picked more or less at random from the quizmaster’s small foreign accumulation, 
was relatively easy meat for the knowledgeable participants and so too was the 
final pot pourri in which questions centred around well-known figures such as the 
novelist Anthony Trollope (credited with having introduced the pillar box), the 
poet W.H. Auden (famous for his lines of verse written as part of the sound track 
of the GPO film Night Mail, and ‘Postman Pat’ (whose traditional post van has 
been replaced by a gyrocopter!). 

At the end of the evening Team A (Team SW) just held off a late challenge 
to win by the smallest of margins.  As is usual, the prize, such as it was, was 
shared by the winning team with the gallant losers, and, in properly seasonal 
mood, even the quizmaster was not forgotten!  
 
For those of you who were not able to get to the meeting, listed below is a 
selection of some of the questions from each round (with the answers given 
below), just to show that great knowledge is not required of participants and, it is 
hoped, to whet your appetites just enough to encourage you along to the Spring 
Quiz to be held on March 3, when Maureen Pedley will be setting the questions 
and presiding over the evening. 
 

Clive Griffiths 
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1. From which part of the British Isles did William Mulready originate? 
2. When did the first GB stamps overprinted ‘Irish Free State’ appear? 
3. Which British designer’s name first appeared on a GB stamp? 
4. When was the Machin design first used? 
5. Which NW political figure appeared on a recent GB issue celebrating 

‘Women of Distinction’? 
6. What feature, apart from bearing the image of the reigning monarch, 

did the first Belgian stamps issued in 1849 have in common with the 
first GB issues? 

7. Who or what is an ‘Inverted Jenny’? 
8. What special postal service did New Zealand launch on 1 January 

1900? 
9. When did Australia issue its first commemorative stamp? 
10. When did the Vatican City State first issue stamps? 
11. What are ‘bi-sects’? 
12. What colour were the first pillar boxes set up on the British mainland? 

 

 

A
nsw

ers 
    

1 
Ireland 

2 
1922 

3 
C

live A
bbott (on the G

P
O

 issue of 1965 show
ing the P

ost 
O

ffice T
ow

er). 
4 

1967 (T
he M

achins replaced the definitives designed by 
E

dw
ard D

ulac w
hich had used as their basis a painting of the 

Q
ueen by D

orothy W
ilding). 

5 
B

arbara C
astle appeared on the 81p stam

p, rem
em

bered as 
the political w

ho had introduced the E
qual P

ay A
ct for W

om
en.  

6 
T

hey did not carry the nam
e of the issuing country: this only 

appeared on the stam
ps issued from

 1869. 
7 

A
 1918 U

S
 A

irm
ail stam

p w
ith an inverted centre depicting a 

C
urtis JN

-4 Jenny aircraft. (O
nly one sheet of 100 stam

ps w
as 

printed incorrectly. T
he entire sheet w

as purchased by 
W

illiam
R

obey, a stockbroker’s clerk for $15,000. T
he sheet 

w
as broken up and in 2007 tw

o exam
ples fetched m

ore than 
£576,000 each.) 

8 
A

 P
enny U

niversal P
ostage w

hich unilaterally reduced the 
foreign overseas letter rate to 1d, the cheapest in the w

orld at 
the tim

e. 
9 

1927 – on the occasion of the opening of the new
 parliam

ent 
building in C

anberra. 
10 

1929, follow
ing the signing of the Lateran T

reaties w
ith the 

K
ingdom

 of Italy. 
11 

S
ingle stam

ps cut in half diagonally – never buy unused 
copies!!! 

12 
G

reen. R
ed only becam

e the standard colour from
 1874. T

he 
first pillar box w

as set up in C
arlisle in 1853. 

 


