
 

 
Welcome to the twenty-fifth edition of our newsletter!        October 2010 
 
In a fitting tribute to the forthcoming Remembrance Sunday, we have a very moving family story from 
Giovanni, a report on the Red Cross from our last meeting and details of the new Armed Forces sheet. 

Ralph Melville 
 

Armed Forces Contribution Marked By Commemorative Stamp Sheet 
 
Royal Mail is to issue a special commemorative sheet of stamps to recognise the sacrifice and 
contribution made by all those who have served in the Armed Forces and will be donating all profits 
from this to the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire. 
 
The National Memorial Arboretum Commemorative Sheet "Remembrance" will be issued on 28 October 
and will contain ten 1st Class Poppy stamps, with adjoining labels bearing images of the National 
Memorial Arboretum, including the Armed Forces Memorial which is a tribute to the 16,000 members of 
UK Armed Forces who have been killed on duty or as a result of terrorism since the Second World War. 
 
The Commemorative Sheet will be 
available by mail order, from most main 
Post Offices and at the National Memorial 
Arboretum at a cost of £13.50, with £9.71 
donated to the National Memorial 
Arboretum Appeal - established to ensure 
the Arboretum remains a year round living 
and lasting centre of Remembrance. 
  
Major General Patrick Cordingley, 
chairman of the NMA Appeal, said: "The 
Arboretum has become a place in which 
the Nation comes to remember and pays 
tribute to our Armed Forces. However, we 
must better honour our heroes and all 
they stand for by ensuring that we provide 
the buildings and facilities for the ever 
increasing number of visitors. We are 
delighted that the funds raised through 
this wonderful Royal Mail initiative will 
help us achieve this." 
 
HRH Prince William is patron of the £8 
million Appeal, which will fund the 
building of a Veterans Pavilion to provide 
a venue for events and acts of 
Remembrance for the 200 military units, 
ex-Service groups and other interested 
parties to meet. It will also enable the Arboretum to expand its work to educate children nationwide in 
history, the environment and citizenship.  
 
Royal Mail spokesperson Philip Parker said: "The contribution of the Armed Forces is regularly 
recognised by Royal Mail stamps. We hope this special commemorative sheet is a particularly fitting 
tribute to those who have given their lives and that the proceeds raised will help support the Arboretum 
in its work to provide a national centre of remembrance." 
 
As well as the Armed Forces Memorial, many of the other memorials and tributes at the 150-acre 
Arboretum are featured on the stamp sheet and accompanying presentation folder. 

Royal Mail 



October Meeting 
 
ñThe French Red Crossò was the subject of a 
display given by the speaker at our October 
meeting and a very good display it was, too. 
 
Henri Dunant was a Swiss businessman who 
witnessed the aftermath of the battle of Solferino 
in 1859 where 6000 soldiers were killed and 
30,000 left wounded after just one dayôs fighting.  
Dunant was so affected by the suffering that he 
recorded his experiences in a book which 
inspired the setting up of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in 1863 and the 
signing of the first Geneva Convention by twelve 
nations during the following year. 

Our speakerôs collection used letters, postcards, 
stamps and ephemera to show the history of the 
French Red Cross from its inception to the present 
day; from the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 to the 
more recent troubles in Rwanda and the aftermath of 
the recent tsunami disaster.  

The final part of the display was devoted to how 
the Red Cross in Geneva handled the vast 
amount of correspondence regarding missing 
persons during the First World War. By the end 
of 1914 Geneva was handing more than 3000 
enquiries each day, and this expanded 
considerably during the following years. Such 
enquiries came from individuals and 
associations as well as other Red Cross 
committees.  
 
Each item of correspondence was categorised 
and the subsequent enquiries were sent out with 
a two-part label containing a serial number. One 
part of the label would be stuck on the outside 
of the reply, with the labelôs colour providing 
help with sorting on arrival; green for missing 
French armed forces people, cerise for missing 
German armed forces people, blue for French 
civilians and buff for missing German civilians.  



Examples of the correspondence were 
shown, together with the resulting replies to 
the original enquirer.  
 
It was an impressive display.  

Alan Dinnis 

Steve Ellis wears his Red Cross on his sleeve! 

 
Heroes of World War II. 
 
Although I will be able only to write about Ernest Raymond Draper, 
this story can be easily related to all those who fought and survived 
and for all those who gave their lives for freedom and justice in all 
wars. 
 
Ernest Raymond Draper, known as Ray, was born on the 13

th
 of 

August 1925 in Durban, South Africa. Ray was the youngest son of 
Ernest Alfred Draper from New South Wales and Maud Alice Noble 
from Natal while their older son was named Alfred James. When the 
war broke, both brothers although very young, decided to join up 
the Army as soon they could and while Alf or Alfie, known 
nowadays as ñJimmyò, survived the horrors of a hard fought war in 
liberating Italy and Yugoslavia, unfortunately Ray died in action 
during the Italian campaign.  
 
Somehow many years later the Italian connection will once again reappear but this time in happier 
circumstances and thanks to this that I am now able to tell you this story. The writer in 1976 married 
Alfôs youngest daughter and therefore Ray would be my wifeôs uncle. Ray is buried in the South Africa 
Cemetery of Castiglione dei Pepoli, (Grave I, C, 26) which is situated between Florence and Bologna 
together with just over another 500 South African heroes. 


