
 

 
Welcome to the twenty-second edition of our newsletter!    May 2010 
 
Well, summer is definitely here and I am contempating a trip to the beach tomorrow. In the meantime, 
am putting this monthôs newsletter to bed, shortly after my 7 year old! Hopefully next month I will be 
able to spend some time on a very moving piece from Giovanni, but this month we have local and 
national news. 

Ralph Melville 
Rare stamp sells for record price in Geneva auction 
 

The "Treskilling" Yellow, or 3 skilling banco error of color 
(Swedish: Gul tre skilling banco, Gul=yellow), is a postage 
stamp of Sweden, and holds the world's record auction sales 
price for a postage stamp. 
 
In 1855, Sweden issued its first postage stamps, a set of five 
depicting the Swedish coat of arms, with denominations ranging 
from 3 to 24 skillings banco. The 3-skilling banco value was 
normally printed in a blue-green color, while the 8-skilling was 
printed in a yellowish orange shade.  
 
It is not known exactly what went wrong, but the most likely 
explanation is that a cliché of the 8-skilling printing plate (which 
consisted of 100 clichés assembled into a 10 x 10 array) was 
damaged or broken, and mistakenly replaced with a 3-skilling 
cliché. The number of stamps printed in the wrong color is 
unknown. 
 

Somehow, this error went entirely unnoticed at the time, and by 1858 the currency was changed. The 
skilling stamps were replaced by new stamps denominated in öre. In 1886, a young collector named 
Georg Wilhelm Backman was going through covers in his grandmother's attic, and came across one 
with a 3-skilling stamp, for which local dealer Heinrich Lichtenstein was offering 7 kronor apiece. 
 
After changing hands several times, Sigmund Friedl sold it to Philipp von Ferrary in 1894, who had at 
that time the largest known stamp collection in the world, and paid the breathtaking sum of 4,000 
gulden. As time passed, and no other "yellows" surfaced despite energetic searching, it became clear 
that the stamp was not only rare, but quite possibly the only surviving example. 
 
When Ferrary's collection was auctioned in the 1920s, Swedish Baron Eric Leijonhufvud acquired the 
Yellow, then Claes A. Tamm bought it in 1926 for £1,500 (GBP) in order to complete his collection of 
Sweden. In 1928, the stamp was sold to lawyer Johan Ramberg for £2,000 who had it for nine years. In 
1937, King Carol II of Romania purchased it from London auction house H. R. Harmer for £5,000, and in 
1950 it went to Rene Berlingen for an unknown sum. 
 
In the 1970s, the Swedish Postal Museum caused controversy by declaring the stamp to be a forgery, 
but after examination by two different commissions, it was agreed that it was a genuine error. 
 
In 1984 the stamp made headlines when it was sold by David Feldman for 977,500 Swiss francs. A 1990 
sale realized over one million US dollars, then in 1996 it sold again for 2,500,000 Swiss francs. Each 
successive sale has produced a world record price for a postage stamp. 
 
On May 22, 2010, the stamp was auctioned once again by David Feldman in Geneva, Switzerland. It sold 
"for at least the $2.3 million price it set a record for in 1996". The buyer reportedly was an "international 
consortium" and the seller was a financial firm auctioning the stamp to pay the former owner's debt. 
The exact price and the identity of the buyer were not disclosed, however, and all bidders reportedly 
were sworn to secrecy. 

Wikipedia (www.wikipedia.org) 

http://www.wikipedia.org/


New Thematic Website featuring the environment welcomes contributions 
 
The Darwin200 webblog welcomes new articles covering the areas of Charles Darwin, Evolution, 
Conservation, Biodiversity etc. You can view the entries and lots of other interesting and educational 
stamp activities re Darwin and related items on http://darwin200stampzoo.wordpress.com/ 
 
I am happy to place items on this webblog as long as they have some Darwin or evolution connection. If 
you read some of the entries you can see that we (myself and Mark Norris from Newquay Zoo) have 
managed to make a lot of connections which you may not have thought about.  

Sandie Robb (edited from email) 
Senior Education Officer 

Animals, Conservation and Education Department 
The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland 

Edinburgh Zoo 
134 Corstorphine Road 

Edinburgh 
EH12 6TS 

tel: 0131 314 0335 

www.rzss.org.uk 

May Meeting 
The possibilities of compiling an interesting thematic 
collection of postage stamps are endless. At the May 
meeting our visiting lady speaker gave a display that 
illustrated every possible aspect of the history of 
Manchester. Did you know, for example, that 
Manchester University has produced no less than 23 
Nobel Prize winners? Or that Mr Rolls met Mr Royce at 
the Midland Hotel? 

The list of subjects covered by our speakerôs 
comprehensive and encyclopaedic display of 
stamps, postcards and postmarks was 
remarkable. 

 
 
 
 
 
It covered people (Mrs Gaskell, Engels, Marx, John 
Rylands, A.V.Roe, L.S.Lowry and the gifted stamp engraver 
John Harrison), events (the first meeting of the Trades 
Union Congress, the Manchester United airliner crash, the 
Peterloo Massacre, the Blitz and the Commonwealth 
Games), places (the Ship Canal, Castlefield, Manchester 
Airport, China Town) and other organisations such as the 
Manchester Regiment and Lancashire County Cricket. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fred Mountford gives Beryl Jones a hand 

http://darwin200stampzoo.wordpress.com/
http://www.rzss.org.uk/


National Stamp Exhibition, 1947   7
th

 North Western Convention, 1967 

Manchester Castlefield Roman Fort 
 
It was a collection that must have taken many 
hours of research and arrangement and we were 

Coben and Owen College,     privileged to see it. 

University of Manchester               Alan Dinnis 
 


