
 

 
Welcome to the nineteenth edition of our newsletter!   February 2010 
 
It is with regret that I must announce the imminent closure of the Urmston society. I have no date for 
this so please check if you intend to travel to their meetings.  
 
This month we have good news of successes for the Kingôs School Stamp Club run by Martin in the 
Stamp Active Youth Competition. Hopefully photos and more details will come in the next edition. We 
also have a report on the enjoyable February meeting with details of the AGM and Competitions. 
 

Ralph Melville 
 

Stamp Active Success 
 
Just thought I should let you know the results of the Stamp Active Youth Competition. Five of the 
children in the stamp club I run submitted an entry. They were: 
 
Group C (Age 10-11):  William Kemp, 4 pages, Creatures of the World. Bronze. 
 
Group D (Age up to 9)  Natalie Stevens, 8 pages, Childrenôs Books. Silver Gilt & Class D Trophy. 

Rebecca Ions, 4 pages, The Horseôs Tale. Silver Bronze. 
Rhodri Evans, 4 pages, Australia and New Zealand. Bronze. 
Daisy Hammersley, 4 pages, Birds and Butterflies. Bronze. 

 
Their entries will be displayed at the Spring Stampex 24th to 27th of February. So if you know anyone 
from our group going to London for Stampex, you could tell them to look out for their entries.  
 

Martin Stevens 
 

Set of stamps gives Australian writers seal of approval 
 
Contemporary Australian writers including Peter Carey and Thomas Keneally are being honoured with a 
collection of commemorative postage stamps 
 

'Stamps aren't what they 
used to be' ... the Australian 
Legends of the Written Word 
stamps 
 
Australian literary legends 
including Peter Carey, 
Thomas Keneally and The 
Thorn Birds author Colleen 
McCullough are to be 
featured on a series of 
stamps. 
 
Carey, the Booker prize-
winning author of titles 
including Oscar and Lucinda 
and True History of the Kelly 
Gang, flew in from his home 
in New York for the stamps' 

launch in Melbourne today. "To be on an Australian stamp is really quite moving. There's a big part of 
me that really wants to be part of Australian culture," Carey said. 
 



The "Australian Legends of the Written Word" series from Australia Post also features Tim Winton, 
Bryce Courtenay and David Malouf in recognition of their "outstanding contribution to the social and 
cultural life" of Australia. 
 
Keneally, author of Schindler's Ark, said the stamp "reminds you of all the teachers who said 'you'll 
never go anywhere, son'", adding to the Sydney Morning Herald that he was "glad they are self-
adhesive because it prevents jokes about licking their backside". 
 
And Courtenay, bestselling author of novels including Power of One and the autobiographical April 
Fool's Day, about medically-induced Aids, continued in that irreverent vein. "Stamps aren't what they 
used to be," he told the paper. "It was the king's head on stamps when I was young. Now they just put 
old shitbags on them." 

Alison Flood, The Guardian 
 

Australian writers' stamps send the wrong message 
 
The all-white, overwhelmingly male selection of authors chosen by Australia Post delivers a very 
distorted picture of our literature. 
 
I see that Australia Post has issued a new set of themed stamps honouring some of the nation's most 
popular and celebrated writers.  
 
The "Australian Legends of the Written Word" series from Australia Post features Peter Carey, Thomas 
Keneally, Colleen McCullough, Tim Winton, Bryce Courtenay and David Malouf. I don't have a problem 
with any of the authors listed: they certainly are popular and celebrated. But doesn't it seem just a little 
bit myopic in a white-male-Anglo-Saxonish manner? Only Malouf and McCullough would fall anywhere 
outside the net. 
 
Who set the tone and selected the authors honoured here? It would be mealy-mouthed to criticise 
anyone included on that list; they're all writers worthy of the honour. But, at the start of the night, a few 
more authors should have been added to give the stamp collection a more comprehensive and realistic 
vision of the current Australian literary landscape. Where are Kate Grenville, Elizabeth Jolly, Helen 
Garner? These women are popular, award-winning authors whose work has been published and 
praised overseas. Grenville, for example, has been translated into 13 languages and is a winner of the 
Orange prize. Why doesn't she get a stamp? It's not about political correctness at all, it's about getting 
it right. 
 
As well as the gender disparity, the list does nothing to indicate the cultural depth of Australian writing 
today. Christos Tsiolkas, a Greek-Australian author, might feel hard done by not to be included, but I 
guess he is not safe enough as an author. His writing is controversial, his characters often unpleasant, 
and his stories reveal the materialistic ennui of contemporary urban life and the social dislocation 
experienced by many minority groups. But here's the thing: his recent novel The Slap has probably 
been the most talked about book published in Australia in the past year.  
 
And are there no indigenous authors worthy of a literary guernsey either? Alexis Wright? Sally Morgan? 
What, exactly, was the criteria for eligibility? I have these horrific images of a group of white men sitting 
around like Bruces in the philosophy department, going through the names of contemporary authors. 
 
I then wondered if the criteria for eligibility was related to film adaptations. Did each author need to 
have at least one feature film (or mini-series) adaptation to their name? Actually, no, that can't be right, 
because Grenville, Garner and Tsiolkas have had their fiction turned to film.  
 
What sort of message does this send out to the young kids of Australia? That almost all of Australia's 
great writers are white men? That is demonstrably wrong and decidedly insulting. Whoever 
commissioned these stamps and selected the authors should be given a short lecture in contemporary 
Australian literary history instead of logging on to IMDB to get their facts. 
 

Evan Maloney, The Guardian 



February Meeting - Annual General Meeting. 
 
The year 2009 was another successful year for our Society, during which membership numbers have 
increased slightly and those attending our meetings have seen a superb series of displays on a wide 
variety of subjects including the Winter Olympics, Rhodesia, the 1840 Centenary of the Posts, Geneva 
Postal History, New Zealand and Japan. It is encouraging it is to see healthy audiences at all our 
meetings, to find that we have an excellent packet scheme and are in good heart financially. Our 
Society produces what is generally regarded as the best Newsletter in the country, with readers 
throughout the North West and beyond. 
 
(Current and past versions of our newsletter may be downloaded in pdf format from the Macclesfield 
and Prestbury page of the North Western Federation of Philatelic Societiesô website, www.nwfedps.org) 
 
All the existing officers and committee were re-elected for the forthcoming year. 
 

February Meeting - Competition Entries. 
 
 The AGM was followed by viewing 
and judging of membersô entries for 
the 9-sheet competition (for the 2010 
Autumn Rose Bowl), and for the 16-
sheet competition. Both of these 
competitions produced fewer entries 
than usual but some superb 
material. 
 
For the 9-sheet competition there 
were displays on Post Buses, Great 
Britain and the Pitcairn Islands. The 
winner was that showing mail from 
the Pitcairn Islands, concentrating 
particularly on the New Zealand 
Agency period. 
 
This entry won the Macclesfield and 
Prestbury Cup and will go forward to 
represent our Society it the NW 
Federationôs 2010 Autumn Rose 
Bowl competition. 
 
 

 
 
Entries for the 16-
sheet competition 
included studies 
from Great Britain, 
New Zealand and 
Postage Dues used 
for fiscal purposes, 
with New Zealand 
being the winner of 
the Kirk Cup. 
 
All entrants are to 
be congratulated 
on the high 
standard of their 
displays. 
 

Alan Dinnis 
 
 

 
Peter Kirk with ñPitcairn Islandsò, 9 Sheet Competition winner 

Giovanni Palazzo presents Paul Wreglesworth with the ñKirk Cupò  
for his 16 Sheet ñNew Zealandò 

http://www.nwfedps.org/
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New Zealand 

 

 
Postage Dues used for fiscal purposes 

 
Pitcairn Islands 



Interesting Dates for your Diary 

 

Judging Update Seminar 20th March 2010 
 
This seminar is intended to bring our accredited Federation Judges up to speed with the latest in the 
rules for competitive philately. We also invite anyone who thinks that they might like to become 
Federation and Society level judges; a most interesting occupation and it does not take up too much 
time. We also invite the curious who just want to know how it is done and how decisions are arrived at.  
Whatever your interest, your time will not be wasted if you come along and join us. 
 
The Seminar will be led by John Sussex. RDP. FRPSL and Colin Hoffman FRPSL; Colin is also a 
member of the N.W.Fed Committee and a National Judge. 
 
The event is to be held in the Church Hall of St. Mary's Methodist Church, Handforth (Post Code for 
Satnav and Google maps: SK9 3LG [next door to the 'Pinewood Hotel'] .Because of the increase in the 
charges for hire of the room and facilities, the price per head will be £12 and not £10 as previously 
stated. This price will include morning and afternoon tea and biscuits and also a good buffet lunch. 
 
We hope and expect that all our Federation Accredited Judges will attend this event to bring 
themselves up to date with the latest revisions of rules.  
 
To reserve your place, contact Alan Randall Jones on e-mail <a.r.jones007@btinternet.com> or tel; 
0161-962-5180. 

Alan Randall Jones 
Cavendish Auctions 
 
Their next auction is the ñSmithò Collections of Worldwide Private Posts and Malta on Wed March 17

th
 

2010. Please check the Cavendish website for further details. They can be contacted at: Cavendish 
Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 153-157 London Road Derby DE1 2SY on 01332 250970 or at 
http://www.cavendish-auctions.com/ 
 
Cavendish Auctions have very kindly agreed to let the Society have an introduction commission on lots 
sold by them. This is deducted from their own commission and in no way affects the amount received 
by the vendor. It would be very much appreciated if when anyone submits lots to Cavendish they could 
mention the M & P Society name as having introduced them. We have already received very useful 
cheques from them and every little helps to pay for the room hire, fund extras and keep subscription 
costs down. We would very much like to thank them for their support. 
 

About Our Society 
 
The Macclesfield and Prestbury Philatelic Society was formed in 1966 to promote stamp collecting in 
the Macclesfield area of East Cheshire. 
 
The Society is very friendly and informal, with a varied programme of speakers, displays and society 
evenings. Anybody may join. The annual subscription is currently £8 (payable in September), which 
includes the cost of coffee and biscuits at meetings. 
 
The Society runs its own internal packet scheme and also participates in the packet scheme of the 
North Western Federation of Philatelic Societies, allowing members to look at a wide choice of stamps 
and philatelic items in their own homes.  
 
Everyone is welcome, regardless of age and from beginner to expert, as all members benefit from the 
experiences of fellow collectors. 
 
MEETING PLACE: The Heritage Centre, Roe Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire. Meetings are held upstairs 
(first floor) but a lift is available. The Heritage Centre has a strictly no smoking policy. 
 
TIME OF MEETINGS: 7.45pm 
 
DATES OF MEETINGS: Mainly the first Monday of each month from September to June. 
 
CONTACT:  Peter Kirk  Tel:  01625 829119  E-mail:  peter@kirk199.freeserve.co.uk 

 

http://www.cavendish-auctions.com/
mailto:peter@kirk199.freeserve.co.uk



