
 

 
Welcome to the seventeenth edition of our newsletter!   December 2009 
 
This month we have a super report by Peter on this monthôs meeting and reports on two fascinating 
visits by members to Tullis Russell the specialist paper manufacturers. I also have an update on the 
BFPO closure plans. I would also like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year! 
 

Ralph Melville 
December Meeting 
 
At our December meeting, it was the turn of our own member, Paul Wreglesworth to give us a display 
which he did with a truly magnificent presentation entitled ñNew Zealand: Something Old - Something 
Newò. 

Members were surprised to learn that the first 
Post Office was not set up in New Zealand until 
1840 with earlier mail being routed through 
Sydney Australia. Colonial control was 
established in 1848, and an interesting cover 
sent from Auckland during this period was 
exhibited. 
 
The Chalon Heads made their first appearance 
in 1852, printed in London from plates prepared 
by Perkins Bacon; Paul showed a few examples 
of the John Davies 1862 printings which were 
printed locally In New Zealand. 
 
1874 saw the introduction of Queen Victoria 
definitives known as the side face issues, and 
this series was where Paul had concentrated his 

expertise and knowledge, and he showed some most unusual features, especially noteworthy were the 
two shillings and five shilling being the only two values printed in New Zealand. 
 
This set was inscribed Postage and up to 1882 
there had been separate postage and revenue 
stamps, Early in 1882 it was permitted to use 
low value revenue stamps for postage and 
examples of this usage were shown. 
 
A new set of stamps, serving both postage and 
revenue purposes were issued in April 1882. 
Messrs Bock & Cousins were responsible for 
the local production of dies and plates.   
 
They contributed in many ways to the wider field 
of New Zealand philately, Alfred Cousins and 
William Bock designed amongst other things 
Beer Duty Stamps and later the Christchurch 
Exhibition stamps of 1906. Cousins designing the two pence halfpenny and five penny value stamps 
required when New Zealand joined the U.P.U. in 1891. 
 
This was the issue that attracted the adverts on the back of the stamps which were controversial and 
was opposed by the local press. First introduced in Feb 1893 they were officially discontinued in Oct 
1893 but with large supplies in the pipeline they remained in use for a few years. The original contract 
was given to Messrs Miller, Truebridge & Reich who attracted 104 different adverts from 18 different 
advertisers which were printed in a range of colours. Paul displayed re-constructed panes of 60 in red, 
green and blue. 

 
Paul Wreglesworth 

New Zealand -Something Old, Something New 



 
Paul covered ñsomething-newò - at the end of his first half and at the start of the second half, during 
which members enjoyed a festive mince pie, with a selection of items from the definitive issues of 1960 
and 1970, which was at a period when he first became interested in the stamps of New Zealand. Did we 
know that the first printing of the twenty three cent value of the 1970 set, was difficult to affix on 
envelopes due to the poor gum, so often had to be sellotaped to the envelope - many would have 
disregarded these, and how would they feature in an exhibition? 

 
Paul was soon to return to clearly his most 
favoured topic the 1893 adverts and his 
research took him to collect ephemera 
connected with the adverts on the stamps, often 
postcards, contemporary adverts and even 
bottles.  
 
There followed a series of fascinating stories 
too numerous to detail, including Bonningtonôs 
Irish Moss, Beecham Pills, Flag Brand Sauce 
and Pickle, Cadburyôs drinking chocolate, but in 
conjunction with Gordon Rutter they had a very 
special surprise for the members.  
 
Sunlight Soap was one of the best known of the 
adverts, the Scottish poet William McGonagall 
who had briefly attempted to make a living 

through commercial advertising was commissioned by the Port Sunlight based Company to provide a 
suitable verse in praise of their product. In this instance he received a free of two guineas. Gordon 
recited the verse. 
 

ñYou can use it with great pleasure & ease  
Without wasting any elbow grease 
And when washing the most dirty clothes,  
The sweat wonôt be dripping off your nose  
You can wash your clothes with little rubbing 
And without scarcely any scrubbing. 
And I can tell you once again without any joke 
Thereôs no soap can surpass Sunlight Soap; 
And believe me, charwomen one and all 
I remain yours truly, The Poet McGonagallò 

 
 Paulôs final frame was on the Alternative Postal 
Operations following the de-regulation of postal 
services in 1998 allowing other operators to set 
up in competition to New Zealand Post.  
 
These ranged from individuals offering a local 
collection service to large multinationals with 
wider links to industrial networks throughout 
the world. Examples of stamps and cachets 
from several companies were displayed 
including Universal Mail, Stamps at Work, and 
National Mail. 
 
 Not surprisingly the one that caught my eye 
was ñPeteôs Post Ltdò, and it has given me an 
idea if our own postal services become de-
regulated in the future. 
 
Our vice chairman concluded this exceptional evening by thanking Paul for a superb display, ironically 
two of our members are presently in New Zealand, and by wishing members a very Happy Christmas 
and all Good Wishes for 2010. 
 

Peter Kirk (with sincerest thanks to Paul for his help with this report.)  



Universal postal service could collapse unless stamps prices rise 
 

The 'one price anywhere' universal postal service is in danger unless Royal Mail can increase 
the price of stamps, the regulator has warned Consumers face the prospect of a rise of as much as 3p 
in the price of a first class stamp, taking the cost of a posting first class letter past 40p for the first time, 
in an attempt to help raise an extra £100 million a year. The rise - which Royal Mail could announce as 
early as next week - has been provisionally agreed by Postcomm, the industryôs regulator, after it gave 
warning that ñat present Royal Mail does not enough money from mail revenue alone for us to be 
confident that it can continue to deliver the universal serviceò. Next weekôs likely rise will be the 
seventh consecutive year of stamp price increases with the cost of a first class letter set to increase by 
as much as 3p to 42p. The price of a second class stamp could also jump from 30p to 32p from April 
2010. Postcomm has also agreed to allow Royal Mail to scrap a decade-old link between stamp prices 
and inflation, paving the way for much bigger rises in the future.  

The news comes in the wake of the worst national strikes for two years, with more stoppages 
set to hit the network next month after the ending of a Christmas truce between management and 
unions. Consumer groups had been hoping that the price of stamps, a key expense for millions of 
people on low incomes, could be frozen or even fall because inflation has been in negative territory for 
most of this year. Royal Mail first asked for the price rises in September and Postcomm, the regulator, 
has provisionally agreed to them.  

The controversial increase is likely to be rubber-stamped next week, although last night MPs 
and campaigners were urging Postcomm to think again. A 50-page document, entitled ñRoyal Mailôs 
Price Control From April 2010ò, shows the regulator has gone a step further and decided to remove the 
link between stamp prices and inflation, to bring in an extra £100million in revenue to Royal Mail. The 
controversial move was fiercely opposed by business groups and consumer groups. Postcomm said 
many lobby groups had complained ñthat Royal Mail should cut its costs and become more efficient 
and that this would be a better means of supporting the universal serviceò. However, Postcomm replied 
in the document: ñWhilst we are concerned about the impact price rises may have on mail users and 
also mail volumes, we consider they are necessary because of the impact of a number of factors on 
Royal Mailôs ability to fund the universal service.ò  

Royal Mail itself estimates that it loses 9p on every item of stamped mail it sorts and delivers. 
Royal Mail has told the regulator that the numbers of letters and parcels sent in 2009/10 is set to fall by 
10 per cent. Postcomm also appeared to say that customers were being punished with higher prices 
because of Royal Mailôs failure to tackle its long-standing industrial relations problem, including the 
widespread adoption of outdated 1970s-style ñSpanishò working practices. The regulator said that 
Royal Mail would not be able to reduce its costs ñbecause approximately 70 per cent of Royal Mailôs 
costs are labour related and these are likely to be óstickyô (difficult to reduce) in the short to medium 
term.ò It added that the proposals ñwill allow Royal Mail to make higher price increases in 2010/11 than 
would otherwise have been the case, but does not oblige them do soò.  

The likely rise was condemned by MPs and campaigners. Peter Luff, the chairman of the 
Business, Innovation and Skills Select Committee which has oversight of Royal Mail, said: ñThe 
problem with Postcomm is that it is an organisation that no one has any confidence in, making an 
announcement which is likely to be very unpopular.ò Postcomm was due to be abolished as part of 
plans to sell off up to 50 per cent of Royal Mail. But the plans, which were being promoted by Business 
secretary Lord Mandelson, were derailed by left wing MPs and unions. He said: ñConsumers are paying 
the price of the failure of the Government to resolve the issues around Royal Mail, including who 
should regulate them.ò  

Charities gave warning that many vulnerable people still relied heavily on Royal Mail. A 
spokesman for Help the Aged Age Concern said: ñBefore putting up the price of stamps, Royal Mail 
should consider the impact its decision will have on vulnerable groups, especially older people on low 
incomes. Older people would end up shouldering the burden of any increase as they are less likely than 
younger age groups to have access to alternative forms of communication, such as the internet and 
email. Although the 3p rise currently proposed will seem paltry to many, it represents an eight per cent 
increase to the current price, which is significantly above the recently announced 2.5 per cent increase 
to the basic state pension.ò  

Stephen Alambritis, a spokesman at the Federation of Small Businesses, said: ñIncreasing the 
price of a first class stamp from 39p to 42p is way above inflation and will cost many businesses a 
fortune. Royal Mail should not be allowed to duck and dive out of its commitment to raise prices in line 
with inflation now that we have deflation. If Postcomm gives them permission for these increases, the 
least Royal Mail can do is return to the universal service.ò He pointed out that many small businesses 
were now forced to pay £3,000 a year if they wanted to guarantee a delivery before 7am. Postcomm 
declined to comment until the consultation finished on Monday. Royal Mail declined to comment. 

The Telegraph 



Paper ï The Basis of Stamp Collecting 
 
We all know that the basic essential for stamp collecting is 
paper but how many of us realize that the paper used in the 
production of postage stamps must go through other 
processes before it is suitable for use? 
 
Some of the members of the Macclesfield and Prestbury P.S. 
including myself, were invited to visit the works of the 
paper-coating firm of Tullis Russell Coaters Ltd, situated in the valley below the parish church in the 
Cheshire village of Bollington, Nr. Macclesfield. The company, which is employee owned, has been in 

the business of supplying high quality coated 
papers for 200 years and now with factories in 
the USA and South Korea, it supplies over 120 
stamp issuing countries with the specialised 
papers that they require. It not only supplies 
paper for stamps but also other security based 
products which do not concern us here. 
 
The basic raw material comes into the factory 
from the paper-makers and is then prepared for 
its journey through the different processes; the 
firm can deal with paper-reels up to 2mtrs. wide. 
The paper may be required for continuous -feed 
through the printing presses or for single sheet 
feed; this means that it has to be re-reeled and 
slit to correct width or alternatively cut into the 
mill-sheets for printing.  

 
The surface has to be prepared and coated ready 
to accept the printing process and it also has to 
have an adhesive applied to the reverse side. It is 
at this stage that things become technical 
because it is essential that the coating on either 
side does nol cause the paper to curl by exerting 
different 'pull' strengths. As the now coated paper 
moves through the electronically controlled 
machine to dry both sides, it passes heated 
drying ovens al a speed in excess of lOOmetres 
per second and is then re-reeled for other 
processes and distribution.  
 
Throughout the factory one of the most prominent 
factors is that of quality and the maintenance of 
high standards at all stages. Records are kept so that shortcomings can be dealt with as they occur and 
with this quality management comes safety and good house-keeping; the factory was as clean as could 
be and all waste material disposed of as it occurs without allowing a big build-up to take place.  

 
Manufacturing excellence is at the very heart of all 
that they do, this way that can maintain the 
strictest standards of quality and consistency. 
Whilst at various stages of processing, the paper 
is constantly inspected so that 'Defect-free' 
material is kept segregated from the other stock. 
 
Amongst the things that may not readily spring to 
mind about the quality of the base -paper is that 
after printing into panes of stamps, it has to be 
perforated and this by its very nature destroys the 
basic integrity of the paper itself. Stamp paper is 
usually 102gsm (grams per square metre) as this 
seems to give the best strength to weight ratio for 
printing and perforating. When the sheet has been 

 
Paper Slitting Machine 

 
General view of coating and re-reeling machine 

 
Paper Examiner 



perforated with thousands of tiny holes, it must 
be capable of holding together without dropping 
apart and yet must be capable of being 
separated into individual stamps easily. 
 
All this requires a mass of knowledge of the raw 
material and the nature of paper. Another factor 
which influences the nature of the coating is the 
type of adhesive to be employed; is it to be 'lick 
and stick' or is it to be self adhesive? Several of 
our members did ask about removing self - 
adhesive stamps from envelopes and answer 
was to the effect that once the stamp has been 
applied it is not intended for removal; that is to 
prevent uncancelled stamps from being reused 
and thus preserving the revenue.  

Sadly we were not let into the secrets of removal by 
solvents; these are things that we will have to 
discover for ourselves !! The customer sets his 
parameters and coater advises from his experience. 
The 200 years of experience and the expertise of 
the staff have combined to make this a foremost 
contender in the coated paper field and 120 
customers world-wide cannot all be wrong can 
they? 

 
The firm is proud of the fact that they have 
achieved F.S.C. (Forest Stewardship Council) 
certification, for the purpose of purchase. 
Processing, sales and distribution of paper-
products: this means that its products come 
from managed forests that are socially 
acceptable, environmentally responsible and 

also commercially viable. 
That it is an 'Investor in 
People' and has certification 
in both; ISO 14001:2004 and 
ISO 9001: 2000. 
 
It was in all, a very 
instructive visit and our 
thanks go to the team of 
Michaela Quinn, David Taylor 
and Nigel Ward who 
answered all our questions, 
bizarre as they may have 
been, with good humour and 
plied us with refreshments 
and souvenirs. 
 
It made such a change to see 
the basic material before it 
became the things that we 
collect. 
A different afternoon !!! 
 

Alan Randall Jones 

 
Daily Quality Maintenance Board 

 
ñStamp of Royaltyò 


