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Welcome to the fifteenth edition of our newsletter! October 2009

Our feature this month is on a man who could give my accumulation a run for its money. We also
feature another excellent article from Giovanni amd the usual extras. | am also looking forward to the
NWFedPS Convention on the 24",

Ralph Melville
For sale: postmandéds two million used stamps ar

A postman with a lifelong stamp obsession amassed a collection so vast that it filled 40 packing crates.
Alan Roy had hoped that the collection would help to pay for his retirement but he died before he could
sell it, leaving his long-suffering family to tackle the enormous task on his behalf.

Mr Roy was sent sackfuls of discarded envelopes from
around the world. He recruited his wife, daughter and . 55 :
grandchildren to help to soak them before peeling off : 8 4
the stamps with tweezers. By the time of his death at 5l 7

the age of 76, he had collected more than two million . ‘ é) I'l"" i ‘4/ ]
stamps, all neatly filed away or put into albums with § <& Ay J”ﬂ:’:’l/lll,
themes such as Olympic Games or football World K Hijjj 1l A i g
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Mr Royds family are delight . = b Ty kL, @ 0f th
collection, which filled his two-bedroom flat in Poole, - ; ‘
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Dorset. His daughter, Janette Dorrell, said that the &=
hobby was the bane of her ¢
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she said. }t}& e o U Wi
ibDad started when he was veg'}y:«S?'o" & i A D€ i) i e
became a postman, and it just grew and grew. It was " 4 I

relentless. | grew up surrounded by stamps. He used —
to get sacks and sacks of used envelopes delivered to
the flat from various contacts around the world and he
used my old baby bath to peel them off.
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AWe then put them i paper placsd BPS bl ot t i ng

on kitchen cooling trays and left them on the lounge floor to dry. There would be row after row of these

trays and we had to be very careful wheWhenMrsDotrellondw or wh
50, left the family home in Poole aged 21, her former bedroom was requisitioned to house the

coll ection. She said: AiMy mother took over as the main
to help. He was going to sell them after he retired. We are selling them now for him. But it is a huge
emotional thing as there are so many memories of my fat

The collection is to be sold at a series of auctions for fear of flooding the market. The lots will have low
estimates as it would be too time-consuming to go through the crates valuing individual stamps. David
Elliott, the auctioneer, estimates that there are about one million stamps from Britain, 500,000 from
Ireland, 400,000 from the rest of the world and 50,000 Christmas-themed stamps, some dating back 70
years.He s ai d: iHe was trying to sort them and catalogue
he sadly died before he could finish it. This just cons

Hugh Jefferies, editor of Gibbons Stamp Motrstathdsyn,thissai d:
manner. He has obviously gone for quantity over the individual rarity of stamps. But there is a very

good chance of there being a few hidden gems in there. It will be a bit of a gamble for the dealers who

buy them but it could quite easily p ay drhefirsbauction takes place at Elliotts of Wimborne, Dorset,

on November 28.

The Telegraph



October Meeting

11840 Stampi €€t evmaar t he s u b j Briant cho
Lythgoe at our October meeting. It was on 6th May 1940 that the
wo r | first postage stamp, the Penny Black, was issued.
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Owing to the War it was not until January
1940 before the British Post Office took the
decision to mark the occasion with a set of
commemorative stamps.

The same simple design was used for each
of the six values and included portraits of
both King George VI and Queen Victoria,
his great-grandmother.

Few other countries of the British Commonwealth marked the event with commemorative issues, but
some countries in Eastern Europe did issue special stamps, as well as some Latin American states.

Guatemala was unfortunate in placing their order
with a printer in Holland just before the German
invasion, so the issue was delayed until 1946!
Many of the countries that did produce a
commemorative issue included their own first
postage stamp, rather than the Penny Black.
Other countries contented themselves with
staging touring exhibitions.

Our speaker showed a fine collection of material

from around the globe. It included many items of

unusual interest, including an envelope sent to

the Channel Islands on the day before they were

invaded. | t was returned mar k e
suspendedo.

Our next meeting is on Monday 2nd November, when we will receive a visit from members of the
Insurance and Banking Philatelic Society of Manchester.
Alan Dinnis




The Republic of Italy - Driving Licence

This article is the result of a study of unusual items that although strictly speaking they may not have a
specific philatelic category are still sought by a restricted number of collectors, as they are part of our
fascinating hobby.

With Government Notice No0.289 of the 16th December 1931, drivers are now requested to
carry on in paying duty on driving licences provided that the vehicles in question are
over 29 HP, including boats and motorbikes.

The “Minerva® type N° 0116038 |
driving licence 3
stamps were initially
issued in 1948 but from 1972 yearly
issues were especially printed and
applied on driving licences to
indicate that duty for that specific
year was paid.

VIDIMAZIONI ANNUALI

Up to 1971 these driving licence
stamps normally were cancelled by
Post Offices or by the Prefettura,
which is a special Administrative
Police Branch dealing specifically

with issuing, renewing and
suspending driving licences and as
well Passports and similar

documents amongst many other
types.

The first Republican Driving Licence stamp was issued in 1948. The 400 Lire value, in blue colour, was
recessed printed on inverted watermark winged wheel type II, with orientation to the left and inscribed
"PATENTE GUIDA AUTOVEICOLI". The size of the vignette is 20 x 24 mm and perforated 13,5. Printed
by the Government Printing Works, the I.LP.S. (Istituto Poligrafo dello Stato) OFF. CARTE VALORI -
ROMA, as indicated by the inscription at the bottom of the vignette.

In 1954 another two additional values, the 1000 Lire, in dark brown and
2000 Lire, in carmine colour, were issued as per Government Notice No.
152 of the 7th July 1954. As the earlier value also these ones were again
printed on inverted watermark winged wheel type Il. Although are listed
only with perforation 13,5 the following unlisted perforations have been
noted: 14 and 13,5 x 13,25.

Despite the "De Magistris" Revenue
Stamps Catalogue lists the aforesaid
values as issued in 1954, the 1000
Lire value was already in use at least
since January 1952, as this driving
licence clearly shows and therefore
Government  Notice No. 1346
possibly applies only to the higher
value.

Two years later, in 1956 another two
values were issued, the 2000 Lire in
red and the 4000 Lire, in green
colour, as per Government Notice
No. 1346 of the 23rd of December
1956. The size of the vignette is now
reduced (17 x 21mm) with no
inscriptions at bottom of the
vignette. For the first time the
watermark multiple stars was used.
Both values were printed over the



