
 

 
Welcome to the eleventh edition of our newsletter!     April 2009 
 
I am taking advantage of a bit of a damp May Bank H oliday to work on another edition of our newsletter . 
As soon as I finish this, I will need to get starte d on the next as there will not be much time before  my 
well-deserved summer break! Hopefully you will rece ive it by mid-May. 
 
I try to keep a common, simple layout that is easy to read. All contributions from any source are very  
welcome, be it a learned & researched article, note s of events for the diary or reader letters. You do  not 
even have to be the author, though I need to quote the source. Short articles of even just a few lines  are 
always much appreciated.  
 
It is best if you do not spend too much time format ting documents (especially with included pictures) as 
they will need reformatting to match the existing s tyle. Word or notepad email attachments are fine, 
together with .jpg or .gif pictures. Please send an ything of interest to ralphmelville@hotmail.com . 
 

Ralph Melville  
Benn Axes Queen  
 
Versions of British postage stamps from 1965 that d o not bear the Queen's head go on show next 
month as part of an exhibition celebrating the work  of the noted designer David Gentleman. His 
intentions were not political, but the schemes of t he Postmaster General of the time certainly were, f or 
the office was held by an ardent republican, Anthon y Wedgwood Benn, as Tony Benn was still known. 
 

 

The head of the monarch had been a fixture 
since the world's first adhesive postage 
stamp, the Penny Black, was issued in 1840. 
At that time there had been controversy 
about whether Queen Victoria's image 
should be exposed to an inky postmark, or 
even worse be licked while making the 
cement on the back sticky. 
 
By the 1960s it was implicit that the Queen's 
head stood for constitutional monarchy, 
and in Mr Benn's mind it had to go. We have 
the late Michael Adeane, the Queen's private 
secretary, to thank for going to Harold 
Wilson, the Prime Minister, and strongly 
opposing the loss of the Queen's head. 

 
Mr Gentleman welcomed a new silhouette head, althou gh when a preliminary coupé design was shown 
to the Queen she was said to have disliked the idea  of being cut off at the neck. At the end of 1965, Mr 
Benn wrote in his diary: "It is obvious I shall hav e to abandon my hopes of getting the Queen's head o ff 
the stamps." It remains, and so does the Queen, to our great benefit.  

The Telegraph 
 
Calling all young competitors!  
 
The British Youth Stamp Championships, sponsored by  Stanley Gibbons, will take place at Autumn 
Stampex from 16-19 September. Anyone up to the age of 21 can enter but entry forms must be in by 
24th July. The finished entry must be sent in by 14 th August. All the details for the competition can be 
found by accessing the competition page of Rocket N ews on the www.planetstamp.co.uk website of 
Stamp Active Network, and an entry form is also ava ilable for downloading. So why not give it a try – if 
you don’t enter, you will never win! 

David Rossall 



Indian State facing shortage of postage stamps  
 
KOLLAM: The State is facing an acute shortage of po stage stamps, particularly the denominations that 
are in popular demand. Short supply of stamps from the India Security Press (ISP), Nasik, since the 
past two months is being cited as the cause. The si tuation may cause considerable hardship to the 
public. 
 
Sources in the Postal Department told The Hindu tha t for the time being, the public were not feeling t he 
pinch of the shortage since the demand was being me t by the existing stock of smaller denomination 
stamps. The denominations having the highest demand  are the Rs.5 and Rs.10 stamps. Both these are 
not available now. The public demand is being met t hrough the sale of stamps mostly in the 10 paise 
denomination. This often leads to heated arguments across the stamp selling counters of post offices, 
the sources said. 
 
Molly I. Panickar, Assistant Director of Postal Ser vices, said there was a shortage, but it did not re ach 
acute levels. She said that stocks were not arrivin g from the ISP. The cause was not known. The ISP 
had also not mentioned the reason. At the same time , post offices have adequate stocks of philately 
and service stamps. 
 
The sources said that stock of service stamps was n ot a remedy for the situation. Many sub-post 
offices did not have service stamp stocks and this cannot be sold to the public. It could be used only  
for government communications. Moreover, the stock of philately stamps was also poor. 
 

The Hindu 
Osmington man designs new postage stamps  
 
GRAPHIC designer Mike Dempsey looked to the country side for his latest project creating new stamps 
for the Royal Mail. Wild plants threatened by farmi ng practices, development and pollution feature on 10 
new stamps Osmington-based Mike has designed. The s et, due out on May 19 to coincide with the 
250th anniversary of the Royal Botanic Gardens at K ew, form part of the Royal Mail’s Action For 
Species series. 
 

 

 
 
Mike, who has been a graphic designer for over 40 y ears, was commissioned to come up with designs 
for a set on the theme of endangered plants of the British Isles. 
Because endangered plants cannot be picked he ruled  out getting a photographer to take pictures and 
instead set about looking for illustrations. 
 
He researched the topic meticulously, spending time  in libraries including the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s Lindley Library, the National History Mus eum and Kew, before selecting original nineteenth 
century plates produced by illustrators for collect ion and identification purposes. 
 
Despite their threatened status, the 10 plants sele cted represent a degree of recent conservation 
success including the round-headed leek first disco vered in 1847 which has since been introduced in a 
very few, scattered locations. 

Dorset Echo 
 



Measuring perforations  
 
Walter Marxx would describe himself as a “Stamp Col lector” rather than a “Philatelist”, but he has bee n 
collecting for many years and is happy to pass his experience on to others. Quite often stamps will 
exist with different perforations. This difference can make all the difference between a stamp that is  rare 
and valuable and one that is very common. 
 
There are several reasons why perforations should v ary. The first perforated sheet stamps (issued by 
Great Britain in 1854) fell apart before being sold  over the counter, so an adjustment was necessary. 
Sometimes the printers changed their paper. A coars e paper needs to have perforation holes closer 
together to make it possible to separate the stamps  easily.  
 
If a stamp is listed as “perf 14”, what exactly doe s it mean? Well, the number refers to the gauge, or  
number of holes in a length of two centimetres. It’ s rather an odd unit of measure, but it’s a handy o ne 
that works well. A “perf 14” stamp is one that is p erforated on all four sides at 14 holes per two 
centimetres. 
 
For many years British definitive stamps have been “perf 15 x 14”. When describing perforations the 
first figure always refers to the top and the botto m of the stamp, while the second figure refers to t he 
sides. The configuration of 15 x 14 was chosen deli berately to make sure that even pressure is require d 
to separate both the short and the long sides. 
 
Very occasionally you will find some other perforat ions listed. “Perf 14, 14½” means that the 
perforations measure approximately 14¼. “Perf 14-15 ” means that the perforations are irregular in the 
sheet and may measure anything between 14 and 15. T hese days Stanley Gibbons’ catalogues normally 
round up the measurement to the nearest half.  
 
The highest gauge of perforation was probably used by printer De La Rue on stamps issued by the 
Malay States, in 1949-1955. They were perforated 17 ½ x 18. At the other end of the scale the lowest 
gauge officially issued was gauge 7, used on stamps  from the Indian state of Bussahir in 1895.  
 
Perforation gauges. 
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Confusingly, the word gauge is also used to describ e the tool used to measure the gauge of 
perforation. Perforation gauges are a “must-have” f or collectors. They were invented by Dr Jacques 
Amble Legrand of Paris in 1866 and are not expensiv e – mine was free with a stamp magazine several 
years ago. They usually consist of a series of spot s or lines printed in a row, with shorter or longer  
distances between the spots/lines according to the perforation. You simply try the perforations on you r 
stamp alongside the various rows of spots/lines unt il you find a set that matches the holes. Some of t he 
best ones have a series of converging lines printed  on transparent plastic. With these you place the 
gauge over the stamp (or place a loose stamp on the  gauge) and move it up or down until the 
converging lines match the holes. You can then read  the corresponding perforation measurement thus: 
  
Elliptical perforations. 
 
The British Post Office introduced elliptical (oval ) perforations in 1992 as an extra security measure . I 
have not seen any particular method of describing t hese. 
Comb and Line Perforations. 
 
There are several types of perforations and “Comb” and “Line” are the two most commonly 
encountered. The vast majority of stamps were perfo rated by just one method, so the type of perforator  



used is of no great significance. Occasionally howe ver more than one type of perforator is used on a 
single stamp issue, for example the 1924 British Em pire Exhibition stamps of Great Britain. 
Line perforations are produced from one line of pin s punching single rows of holes at a time. Stamps 
with line perforations may be identified because th ere is usually no co-ordination between the 
perforation holes at the sides and those at the top  and bottom, giving rather a ragged appearance to t he 
stamp’s corners. 
 
Comb perforations are produced from pins spread acr oss the sheet like a comb, punching out holes at 
three sides of the stamp one row at a time. This gi ves a neater appearance with the holes being equall y 
spaced at the corners as well as along the four sid es. 
 
Other types have been used in the past, including “ Harrow” perforators (which punch the holes in a 
complete sheet at one stroke), “Rotary” perforators  (in which the holes are punched by toothed wheels)  
and “Sewing Machine” perforators (a term which I ho pe is self-explanatory!). 
 
Modern production methods usually use a rotary mach ine that punches holes from one side of the 
paper and then uses blades to shave off any raised surplus paper from the other side. 
 

Walter Marxx (from Alan Dinnis) 
 
April Meeting – Great Britain – History of the Post s – Paul Gaywood  
 
Paul Gaywood, chairman of the North Western Federat ion was our guest speaker at our April meeting, 
and commenced the evening by thanking the outgoing President of the Federation Godfrey Mellor for 
an outstanding term of office for the Federation, h e welcomed Ralph Melville who has recently taken 
over as Web Master and is reviving the Federation W ebsite, and Peter Kirk as Federation Treasurer. 
 

 
 

Paul Gaywood gives some pointers on 
the posts 

 

Paul is a leading member of the Welsh Postal Histor y 
Society and explained that the majority of items in  his 
display would have a Welsh connection the actual hi story 
of the development of the posts was fairly universa l 
throughout Britain. 
 
Paul had began his interest in collecting at the ag e of 18 in 
Newport, Nr Cardiff and had developed a very 
comprehensive and detailed study of every aspect of  the 
history of the posts which he went on to share with  us. 
 
Up to the reign of Charles II the posts had been in  the 
hands of the Royal Court but around 1660 these bega n to 
be opened up to the citizens , particularly merchan ts. The 
posts were sold as a franchise for a year to the hi ghest 
bidder, and any early franchise was to Henry Bishop , who 
developed the Bishop Mark, the first postal hand st amp 
with a date and month and city name. These early pi oneers 
were known as “Farmers” a term used for “Tax-Gather s.” 
 
In these early days postage was charged in many com plex 
and complicated ways by both weight, number of shee ts 
used and distance carried leading to interesting ex amples 
of letter where the writing being both vertical, ho rizontal 
and diagonal, Paul explaining the easiest way to re ad is by 
placing a ruler along each line. 

The Napoleonic wars saw a surge in postal rates and  the development of postal markings from the early 
horseshoe, and  straight- line mileage marks to dat ed circle cancellations. 
 
The 5th clause post was gradually introduced into a reas around larger cities and towns which enabled 
postmasters to supplement their income with local d elivery of letters between smaller towns, the usual  
charge being one penny. 
 
A fascinating item signed by William Hill sent to a  Lord highlighted the many abuses of the time as 
members of both Houses of Parliament did not pay po stage, and it was not unknown for them to use 



their signatures on mail which they had not persona lly originated. All of which stopped in 1840 on the  
introduction of the universal post. 
 
Prior to that a for a short period a four penny pos t operated from  4th Dec 1839 to 9 Jan 1840. Stamps  
and Mulready’s were introduced in May 1840, althoug h most private people preferred to hand letters 
over the post office counter and receive a red paid  hand stamp many of which had individual features. 
Paul explained it was very rare to get blocks of th e early stamps, as members of the public would only  
buy one stamp at a time, and these would be cut up in advance of opening, and it was the business 
houses who found these the most convenient. 
 
Volumes of mail were extremely high in the mid 1850 ’s and as a concession it was agreed that postmen 
had Xmas afternoon off. Paul continued to show the various postmarks which were used from Maltese 
Crosses, Duplex’s and Squared Circles, with some co ded examples. Where the volumes of letters were 
low below £1000 then these would be undated circles  and would be sent on to the larger office for 
forwarding so there would be two postmarks. 
 
We were treated to Rural Sub offices, some with che aper rubber cancellations, postage dues, Inspector 
marks, Too Late cancellations, and a variety of spe cial cancellations of Camps and a Summit of 
Snowdon postmark. The display concluded with many i nteresting items of ephemera including 
cheques, invoices, and share certificates of early railways.  
 
Our chairman Fred Mountford concluded the evening b y saying it had been a truly remarkable display 
which everybody had most thoroughly enjoyed. On the  way home I realised that Welsh postal history 
was so similar to that of Macclesfield.  
 

Peter Kirk 
A Stamp Exhibition - But Not As We Know It!  
 
Stamp collecting may be going through difficult tim es in some parts of the world but it would seem tha t 
it has never been more popular in China. A New Zeal and friend of mine wrote to me while attending 
CHINA 2009 in Luoyang where he was involved in judg ing the competitive entries. 
 
Visiting a large department store in the city centr e, several kilometres distant from the exhibition, he 
was surprised to see adverts for the event hanging from the ceiling every ten or twenty yards on every  
floor. Every shop in a nearby mall seemed to have a  poster in the front window. 
 

 
 

In excess of 40,000 tickets were sold for the openi ng ceremony for the event, which featured Sarah 
Brightman and Jackie Chan, and attendance for the d uration of the exhibition was estimated at close to  
half a million. Stampex eat your heart out!! 
  
China 2009 World Stamp Exhibition was held in the n ew hall of Luoyang Museum (pictured above), 
Luoyang, Henan Province. This is the second time th at an exhibition of international importance has 
been held in China and coincided with the 60th anni versary of the founding of the People’s Republic of  
China.  

Paul Wreglesworth 
 



Cavendish Auctions  
 
The next auctions are on Wed. May 20 th 2009 and cover Worldwide and Great Britain, featur ing the Mike 
Salmon Prince Edward Island Collection. 
  
They can be contacted at: Cavendish Philatelic Auct ions Ltd., 153-157 London Road Derby DE1 2SY on 
01332 250970 or at http://www.cavendish-auctions.com/  
 
Cavendish Auctions have very kindly agreed to let t he Society have an introduction commission on lots 
sold by them. This is deducted from their own commi ssion and in no way affects the amount received 
by the vendor. It would be very much appreciated if  when anyone submits lots to Cavendish they could 
mention the M & P Society name as having introduced  them. We have already received very useful 
cheques from them and every little helps to pay for  the room hire, fund extras and keep subscription 
costs down. We would very much like to thank them f or their support. 
 
About Our Society  
 
The Macclesfield and Prestbury Philatelic Society w as formed in 1966 to promote stamp collecting in 
the Macclesfield area of East Cheshire. 
 
The Society is very friendly and informal, with a v aried programme of speakers, displays and society 
evenings. Anybody may join. The annual subscription  is currently £8 (payable in September), which 
includes the cost of coffee and biscuits at meeting s. 
 
The Society runs its own internal packet scheme and  also participates in the packet scheme of the 
North Western Federation of Philatelic Societies, a llowing members to look at a wide choice of stamps 
and philatelic items in their own homes.  
 
Everyone is welcome, regardless of age and from beg inner to expert, as all members benefit from the 
experiences of fellow collectors. 
 
MEETING PLACE: The Heritage Centre, Roe Street, Mac clesfield, Cheshire. Meetings are held upstairs 
(first floor) but a lift is available. The Heritage  Centre has a strictly no smoking policy. 
 
TIME OF MEETINGS: 7.45pm 
 
DATES OF MEETINGS: Mainly the first Monday of each month from September to June. 
 
CONTACT:  Peter Kirk  Tel:  01625 829119  E-mail:  peter@kirk199.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Useful Links for Events etc  
 
Macclesfield & Prestbury: http://www.maccweb.org.uk /news/article_1216.shtml 
ABPS:    http://www.ukphilately.org.uk/hwhat.htm 
North West Federation: http://www.nwfedps.org/ 
Cavendish Auctions  http://www.cavendish-auctions.c om/ 
 
Interesting Dates for your Diary  
 
May/June – “Egg Heads”  BBC 2 Quiz programme.  
 
This quiz has already been noted in an earlier noti ce on the NWFEDPS website.  To refresh your 
memory, it is intended to be broadcast in May or Ju ne this year.  The team-leader for the ‘Philatelic 
Eggheads’ is Dane Garrod, the gentleman who who wil l be co-presenting the Lytham Hall evening. 
 
Saturday, 12th September 2009.  Thematic Seminar  
 
The N.W.Federation in conjunction with the British Thematic Association (BTA), will be hosting an all-
day ‘Thematic seminar’.  It will last from 10am to 5.30pm and it is to be held at the St Mary’s Church  
Hall, Wilmslow Road, Handforth, , CHESHIRE. (Post c ode for ‘Satnav’ and/or ‘Google maps’ is SK9 3LG 
), this is the place where the South Manchester Phi l. Soc. meet.  For those coming by car, there is am ple 
parking and there is a regular bus service from Man chester. The cost will be £10 per head and will 
include tea and coffee and biscuits and also a good  buffet lunch. 



 
All members of the N.W. Federation societies are in vited to attend; it does not matter if you do not 
already collect on a thematic basis, the seminar is  intended to encourage more people to take up this 
fascinating aspect of the hobby, so come along and learn the basics.   
 
If you are already a thematicist, then you are invi ted to bring along 12 sheets for display.  They wil l not 
be criticised but helpful hints and suggestions wil l be made.  At present we are not sure as to who th e 
guest speaker/s from the BTA will be but rest assur ed they will be experienced and friendly.   
 
The projected programme will be as follows: 
 
1. 10.00  Display of up to 12 sheets by attendees. 
2. 11.30-11.45 Coffee break 
3. 11.45-13.00 Guest speaker 
4. 13.00-14.00 Buffet lunch 
5. 14.00-15.15 Thematic workshop 
6. 15.15-1530 Tea break 
7. 15.30-16.45 Thematic workshop continued 
8. 16.45-17.30 Final question and answer session an d close of seminar. 
 
This programme is not ‘set in stone’ and may be alt ered to suit on the day.  All attendees are invited  and 
encouraged to bring along 12 sheets from their them atic collection/s  for display and be prepared to t alk 
about them (not compulsory ) for no longer than 2 m inutes.   
 
It is intended that the workshops will give advice and encouragement, both to newcomers and to the 
older hands, on starting and building up a thematic  collection and to discuss the full range of themat ic 
material that is available.  The intention is to em phasise the ‘fun’ side of collecting and probably w ill not 
cover the more formal aspect of exhibiting thematic  material. 
 
Because of the limitations of the venue, we are res tricted about 40 people so please book your place a s 
soon as possible, because the first come, first ser ved.  We hope that this will be an attractive day a nd 
that you will come whether or not you collect thema tically and would like to know more,  
The N.W.Federation particularly invite the presence  of our ‘Federation-accredited Judges’ so that thei r 
expertise can be extended to cover this wonderful f acet of our hobby. 
 
Those who wish to attend can contact either Adrian Jones or me, at the addresses given at he end of 
this notice.  Watch this space for any alteration t o programme and/or further details, nearer to the d ate. 
 
Thursday, 15th October 2009.  “Your Very Loving Mad eline”, at Lytham Hall.  
 
Everyone is invited attend a presentation to be giv en at the historic Lytham Hall, Lytham St Annes, 
Fylde Coast FY8 4JX.  The ‘Power point’ presentatio n, social, philatelic and historical will be given by 
Dane Garrod (Vice-President of the National Philate lic Society ) and John Baron ( Vice Chairman of 
ABPS Policy Committee ).  Both these gentlemen are well-known postal historians and John is a 
member of the Lytham Phil. Soc. 
 
The presentation will cover the life and times of t he wife of the only son of the Squire of Lytham: he r 
widowhood with seven children and her second marria ge to the Lord Lieutenant of Carmarthenshire.  It 
is a Victorian and Edwardian love-story with a grea t insight into the life of the nobility – not all s unshine 
and flowers !! 
 
As the venue, Lytham Hall, is a ‘Charitable Trust’ of a historical site, there has to be a nominal cha rge 
per person for this event and this has been reduced  to £5 per person for members of Philatelic 
Societies if they show their membership cards on th e evening . 
Wine and refreshments will be served after the meet ing in the West Wing of Lytham Hall. 
 
Every member is invited to attend and we particular ly invite the members of the Lytham, Blackpool, 
Preston, Morecambe and Garstang  societies as they are the closest to the venue.  Lytham Hall is not 
normally open to the public and so this will be an opportunity to visit a historic building. 
 
Details of time and ‘Satnav’ directions will be giv en later.  If you would like to attend, please let either 
Adrian or me know ASAP. 

      Alan Randall-Jones 



Future Programme 2009  
 
Mon 11 May 2009 Annual General Meeting, Judging of members’ entries for the 9-sheet competition 

(for the 2009 Autumn Rose Bowl) and the 16-sheet co mpetition. 
Mon 1 Jun 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Geneva Postal History. 
Thu 16-Sun 19 Jul 
2009 

Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. Hosted by the  North West Federation at 
Copthorne Hotel, Clipper Quay, Salford Quays, Manch ester. This will be the 100th 
Anniversary of the First Congress in Manchester, 19 09. 

Mon 7 Sep 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Japan. 
Mon 5 Oct 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on 1940 Stamp Centenaries. 

 
What’s On?         Please confirm all events dates and venues with the vendor before travelling! 
 
Tue 05 May 2009 Club - Blackpool & Fylde - Czechosl ovakia - from 1945 - Secretary 
Wed 06 May 2009 Club - Ormskirk - Nick Peacock: Bat tle of Britain Pilots 
Wed 06 May 2009 Club - Poynton - AGM and Auction 
Wed 06 May 2009 -  
Sun 10 May 2009 

Exhibition - IBRA ‘09 International Stamp, at the “ Messe Essen”, Essen, Germany 

Thu 07 May 2009 Club - Burnley & District - Summer social 
Thu 07 May 2009 Club - Lostock - Commonwealth Games  
Fri 08 May 2009 Club - Aberconwy - Canada, Transatl antic Postal History 
Fri 08 May 2009 Club - Stockport - Captain Bligh – visiting speaker 
Sat 09 May 2009 Fair - Colwyn Bay, Stamp & Postcard  Fair 
Sat 09 May 2009 Fair - WORPEX 2009 Oldbury Park Pri mary School, Oldbury Road, St. Johns, 

Worcester, WR2 6AA - 30 dealers - 10:00am to 4:00 p m - 01905 640541 or 
lawherne@fsmail.net 

Mon 11 May 2009 Club - Macclesfield & Prestbury - A nnual General Meeting, Judging of members’ 
entries for the 9-sheet competition (for the 2009 A utumn Rose Bowl) and the 16-
sheet competition. 

Wed 13 May 2009 Club - Lytham St Annes - French Ant arctic - T Giddings 
Thu 14 May 2009 Club - City of Preston - Presidents  Evening 
Sat 16 May 2009 Fair - Chester, Hoole United Reform ed Church. Hoole Road, Chester 01226 765 069 
Sat 16 May 2009 Fair - Hull - St Stephen's Church H all , Freehold Street, Off Spring Bank 01909 563394 

/ 562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sun 17 May 2009 Fair - Coal Aston Village Hall, Coa l Aston, Dronfield nr Sheffield 01909 563394 / 

562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sun 17 May 2009 Fair - Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moor gate 0151 486 2610 
Tue 19 May 2009 Club - Blackpool & Fylde - AGM and Trophy Presentations 
Tue 19 May 2009 New Issue - GB – Plants 
Wed 20 May 2009 Club - Poynton - Eastern Europe – B rian Madley 
Wed 20 May 2009 Club - Wallasey - A.G.M 
Thu 21 May 2009 Club - Bolton - AGM, Canada & Minim art 
Thu 21 May 2009 Club - Burnley & District - AGM 
Thu 21 May 2009 Club - St Helens - South American A irmails 
Fri 22 May 2009 Club - Stockport - Morocco Agencies  – member speaker 
Sat 23 May 2009 Fair - Middlewich, Community Centre , Civic Way, Leadsmithy St 01226 765 069 
Tue 26 May 2009 Fair - Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 

3XE  9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Wed 27 May 2009 Club - Lytham St Annes - Channel Is lands Mrs G Hall 
Thu 28 May 2009 Club - City of Preston - Annual Gen eral Meeting 
Thu 28 May 2009 Club - Stockport - Society Visit to  Sheffield Phil. Soc 
Sat 30 May 2009 Fair - Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On  A6 6 miles North of Preston 01226 765 069 
Sat 30 May 2009 Fair - Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall,  Commercial Street, Morley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Sun 31 May 2009 Fair - Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hal l, Chapel St, Ormskirk Rd 01226 765 069 
Mon 01 Jun 2009 Club - Macclesfield & Prestbury - G uest speaker who will present a display on 

Geneva Postal History. 
Wed 03 Jun 2009 Club - Ormskirk - Annual General Me eting 
Thu 04 Jun 2009 Club - Lostock - Imperial Airways o ver Africa  
Wed 10 Jun 2009 Club - Lytham St Annes - French Col ony of Algeria E Grindrod 



Fri 12 Jun 2009 Club - Aberconwy - Estonia & Lake C omo 
Fri 12 Jun 2009 Club - Stockport - Apollo – member speaker 
Sat 13 Jun 2009 Club - Lytham St Annes - Annual Fai r 10.00 am - 4.00 pm  
Sat 13 Jun 2009 Fair - Lytham St. Annes Silver Jubi lee Fair, The Drive Methodist  Church on Eastbank 

Road St.Annes {off Clifton Drive South} 
Tue 16 Jun 2009 New Issue - GB – Mythical Creatures  
Wed 17 Jun 2009 Club - Poynton - GB QE2 Varieties –  Ron Phelps 
Wed 17 Jun 2009 Club - Wallasey - Members’ Evening 
Thu 18 Jun 2009 Club - Bolton - Quarterly Club Auct ion 
Thu 18 Jun 2009 Club - St Helens - Members' Evening  - a Quiz Night 
Fri 19 Jun 2009 Club - Stockport - A.G.M. & Auction  
Fri 19 Jun 2009 - 
Sat 20 Jun 2009 

Fair - Stafford Stamp Show, Staffordshire County Sh owground, Ingestre Suite, 
Weston Road, Stafford ST18 0BD  Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4 

Sat 20 Jun 2009 Congress - Yorkshire Philatelic Ass ociation convention at Sheffield 
Sat 20 Jun 2009 Fair - Hull -  St Stephen's Church Hall, Freehold Street, Off Spr ing Bank 01909 563394 

/ 562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sun 21 Jun 2009 Fair - Coal Aston Village Hall, Coa l Aston, Dronfield nr Sheffield 01909 563394 / 

562927 / 07808 665 472 
Wed 24 Jun 2009 Club - Lytham St Annes - What I bou ght at the Fair 
Sat 27 Jun 2009 Fair - Liverpool, St Columba Church , Hillfoot Road, Hunts Cross Liverpool 01226 765 

069 
Sat 27 Jun 2009 Fair - Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall,  Commercial Street, Morley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Tue 30 Jun 2009 Fair - Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 

3XE  9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Thu 02 Jul 2009 Club - Lostock - Stamp Auction 
Sat 04 Jul 2009 Fair - Formby, Methodist Church Hal l, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Wed 08 Jul 2009 Club - Lytham St Annes - AGM & Trop hy Presentations 
Fri 10 Jul 2009 Club - Aberconwy - Members Postcard s - Something unusual 
Sat 11 Jul 2009 Fair - Chester, Hoole United Reform ed Church. Hoole Road, Chester 01226 765 069 
Sat 11 Jul 2009 Fair - Colwyn Bay, Stamp & Postcard  Fair 
Wed 15 Jul 2009 Club - Poynton - Members Night – 9 Sheets, Your Choice 
Wed 15 Jul 2009 Club - Wallasey - Members’ Evening – Something beginning with ‘E’ 
Thu 16 Jul 2009 Club - Bolton - Great Britain - Que en Victoria to George V 
Thu 16 Jul 2009 Club - St Helens - Iceland up to 19 39 
Thu 16 Jul 2009 - 
Sun 19 Jul 2009 

Congress - Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. Ho sted by the North West 
Federation at Copthorne Hotel, Clipper Quay, Salfor d Quays, Manchester. This will 
be the 100th Anniversary of the First Congress in M anchester, 1909. 

Fri 17 Jul 2009 - 
Sat 18 Jul 2009 

Fair - York Summer Fair, The Grandstand, York Racec ourse Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4 

Sat 18 Jul 2009 Fair - Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On  A6 6 miles North of Preston 01226 765 069 
Sat 18 Jul 2009 Fair - Hull - St Stephen's Church H all,  Freehold Street, Off Spring Bank 01909 563394 

/ 562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sun 19 Jul 2009 Fair - Coal Aston Village Hall, Coa l Aston, Dronfield nr Sheffield 01909 563394 / 

562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sun 19 Jul 2009 Fair - Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moor gate 0151 486 2610 
Sun 26 Jul 2009 Fair - Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hal l, Chapel St, Ormskirk Rd 01226 765 069 
Tue 28 Jul 2009 Fair - Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 

3XE  9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Thu 06 Aug 2009 Club - Lostock - Visit from Urmston  Philatelic Society 
Sat 08 Aug 2009 Fair - Liverpool, St Columba Church , Hillfoot Rd, Hunts Cross L’pool 01226 765 069 
Sat 15 Aug 2009 Fair - Hull - St Stephen's Church H all, Freehold Street, Off Sprin g Bank 01909 563394 

/ 562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sat 15 Aug 2009 Fair - Middlewich, Community Centre , Civic Way, Leadsmithy St 01226 765 069 
Sun 16 Aug 2009 Fair - Coal Aston Village Hall, Coa l Aston, Dronfield nr Sheffield 01909 563394 / 

562927 / 07808 665 472 
Tue 18 Aug 2009 New Issue - GB – Post Boxes 
Wed 19 Aug 2009 Club - Wallasey - Members’ Evening 
Thu 20 Aug 2009 Club - Bolton - Competition Night -  Ingham Cup, Armitage Postal History Shield, 

Frank Mills Memorial Plate (Thematics), John O'Shau ghnessy Plate and Crawshaw 



Quiz Shield 
Thu 20 Aug 2009 Club - City of Preston - New Season  starts 
Sat 29 Aug 2009 Fair - Formby, Methodist Church Hal l, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Tue 01 Sep 2009 New Issue - GB – Fire & Rescue Serv ice 
Thu 03 Sep 2009 Club - Lostock - Gulf Agencies-GB P eriod 
Sat 05 Sep 2009 Club - City of Preston - Annual Sta mp Fair – Barton Village Hall 
Mon 07 Sep 2009 Club - Macclesfield & Prestbury - G uest speaker who will present a display on Japan.  
Sat 12 Sep 2009 Fair - Chester, Hoole United Reform ed Church. Hoole Road, Chester 01226 765 069 
Sat 12 Sep 2009 Fair - Colwyn Bay, Stamp & Postcard  Fair 
Thu 17 Sep 2009 Club - Bolton - Quarterly Club Auct ion 
Thu 17 Sep 2009 Club - St Helens - Germany 1933 - 1 945 
Thu 17 Sep 2009 New Issue - GB – Royal Navy Uniform s 
Sat 19 Sep 2009 Fair - Hull -  St Stephen's Church Hall, Freehold Street, Off Spr ing Bank 01909 563394 

/ 562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sun 20 Sep 2009 Fair - Coal Aston Village Hall, Coa l Aston, Dronfield nr Sheffield 01909 563394 / 

562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sun 20 Sep 2009 Fair - Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moor gate 0151 486 2610 
Sat 26 Sep 2009 Fair - Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On  A6 6 miles North of Preston 01226 765 069 
Sun 27 Sep 2009 Fair - Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hal l, Chapel St, Ormskirk Rd 01226 765 069 
Thu 01 Oct 2009 Club - Lostock - ‘Famous for 5 minu tes’ 
Sat 03 Oct 2009 Fair - Formby, Methodist Church Hal l, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Mon 05 Oct 2009 Club - Macclesfield & Prestbury - G uest speaker on 1940 Stamp Centenaries. 
Thu 08 Oct 2009 New Issue - GB – Eminent Britons 
Thu 15 Oct 2009 Club - St Helens - Visit by Preston  PS 
Sat 17 Oct 2009 Fair - Hull -  St Stephen's Church Hall, Freehold Street, Off Spr ing Bank 01909 563394 

/ 562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sat 17 Oct 2009 Fair - Middlewich, Community Centre , Civic Way, Leadsmithy St 01226 765 069 
Sun 18 Oct 2009 Fair - Coal Aston Village Hall, Coa l Aston, Dronfield nr Sheffield 01909 563394 / 

562927 / 07808 665 472 
Wed 21 Oct 2009 - 
Sun 25 Oct 2009 

Exhibition - Italia 2009 (FEPA), Rome, Italy (UK Co mmissioner Richard West) 

Sat 24 Oct 2009 Congress - North West Federation 20 09 Convention and Stamp Fair, (Hosted by 
Bolton) Thornleigh Salesian College, Sharples Park,  Bolton, BL1 6PQ 10-4 

Sat 24 Oct 2009 Fair - Liverpool, St Columba Church , Hillfoot Rd, Hunts Cross L’pool 01226 765 069 
Tue 03 Nov 2009 New Issue - GB – Christmas 
Thu 05 Nov 2009 Club - Lostock - Ray Hargreaves Mem orial  Ray’s NZ Collection, plus  Buy/swop etc.,  
Thu 05 Nov 2009 - 
Sat 07 Nov 2009 

Fair - Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street - 
London SW1P 2QD Thu 11-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5 

Sat 07 Nov 2009 Fair - Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On  A6 6 miles North of Preston 01226 765 069 
Sat 14 Nov 2009 Club - Bolton - Annual All-Day Auct ion, Masonic Hall, Bury & Bolton Road, Radcliffe 

01204 307 252 
Sat 14 Nov 2009 Fair - Chester, Hoole United Reform ed Church. Hoole Road, Chester 01226 765 069 
Sat 14 Nov 2009 Fair - Colwyn Bay, Stamp & Postcard  Fair 
Sun 15 Nov 2009 Fair - Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moor gate 0151 486 2610 
Thu 19 Nov 2009 Club - St Helens - President's Even ing 
Sat 21 Nov 2009 Fair - Hull -  St Stephen's Church Hall, Freehold Street, Off Spr ing Bank 01909 563394 

/ 562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sun 29 Nov 2009 Fair - Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hal l, Chapel St, Ormskirk Rd 01226 765 069 
Thu 03 Dec 2009 Club - Lostock - Competition Night & Christmas Buffet 
Fri 04 Dec 2009 - 
Sun 06 Dec 2009 

Exhibition - Monacophil, Monte-Carlo 

Sat 05 Dec 2009 Fair - Liverpool, St Columba Church , Hillfoot Road, Hunts Cross Liverpool 01226 765 
069 

Sat 12 Dec 2009 Fair - Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On  A6 6 miles North of Preston 01226 765 069 
Thu 17 Dec 2009 Club - St Helens - Members' Evening  - Displays on the theme of Christmas Customs.  
Sat 19 Dec 2009 Fair - Hull -  St Stephen's Church Hall, Freehold Street, Off Spr ing Bank 01909 563394 

/ 562927 / 07808 665 472 
Sat 19 Dec 2009 Fair - Middlewich, Community Centre , Civic Way, Leadsmithy St 01226 765 069 
 


