
 

 
Welcome to the ninth edition of our newsletter!    January 2009 
 
We have some good news and would like to welcome Ch ris Henstock as a new member. 
 
On the Congress, we happy to announce that "Her Maj esty the Queen sends warmest greetings and is 
happy to renew her patronage of the Centenary Congr ess!" 
 
We have a substantial crop of news articles this mo nth, and another superb article from Giovanni. 
 

Ralph Melville  
Artist makes Obama stamp portrait  
 
A Staffordshire artist has created a stamp portrait  of Barack Obama that he hopes to give to him 
personally. The 3ft (90cms) by 4ft (1.2m) image of the US president-elect is made from about 2,000 
recycled postage stamps. 
 
Artist Pete Mason, 65, said he made it to celebrate  Mr Obama winning the Democrat's presidential 
nomination and finished it for Tuesday's inaugurati on.  
 

 
 

The portrait is made from about 2,000 used 
postage stamps  

Mr Mason said he had written to his MP asking to 
meet Mr Obama the next time he was visiting 
Gordon Brown in the UK.  
 
The ex-teacher, from Hednesford, near Cannock 
Chase, said: "It is inevitable that he will visit 
Gordon Brown and I want to be there. I have 
received a reply from my MP Tony Wright to say 
he had passed on my request."  
 
Mr Mason, who retired from Kingsmead School, 
in Hednesford, at Christmas, said many of his 
pupils as well as staff had donated stamps for 
the work and friends in the US had also sent 
American stamps for him to use. 
 
The portrait is due to go on display at the Art 
Lounge in The Mailbox in Birmingham from 
Tuesday.                                                 The BBC 

 
New Robert Burns stamp issue as England overtakes S cotland for Burns suppers  
 
Robert Burns will become the first person outside o f the Royal Family to be celebrated with three 
collections of stamps when a new edition is unveile d this week. The new collection will mark the 250th  
anniversary of the Robert Burns's birth Scotland's national bard will overtake Winston Churchill, who 
has been honoured with two special editions of stam ps, while William Shakespeare and Charles 
Dickens have only received one each.  
 
The Royal Mail is to issue the new collection, feat uring two stamps with Burns designs and four with a  
Scottish theme, to mark the 250th anniversary of th e poet's birth. It comes as official figures sugges t 
that for the first time there will be more Burns su ppers in England this year than Scotland, with hagg is 
sales soaring south of the Border.  
 
Julietta Edgar, head of special stamps at Royal Mai l said that despite his early death aged 27, Burns'  
poetry has secured him a place in history. She adde d: "This was considered to be one of the greatest 
poetical collections ever written, and we are delig hted to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the grea t 
man's birth with this special miniature sheet." 



 
The two first class stamps will be 
published on Thursday, one 
featuring a portrait of the bard 
and another bearing the words of 
one of his most famous songs, A 
Man's A Man For A' That.  
 
The other four stamps feature a 
saltire, a thistle, a lion rampant 
and a tartan cloth. A Robert 
Burns commemorative £2 coin, 
produced in association with the 
Royal Mint, will also be on sale.  
 
  
 
The poet was previously celebrated with stamp issue s in 1966 and 1996, the latter to commemorate the 
200th anniversary of his death. Burns, whose poem A uld Lang Syne is traditionally sung around the 
globe to mark New Year, was born on January 25, 175 9. 
 
Thousands of Burns suppers will be held across the world next weekend to commemorate his birth, 
with more being hosted in England than any other co untry. A website run by quango EventScotland and 
tourism agency VisitScotland, which registers the e vents, says 1,011 suppers will be held south of the  
Border. This compares with 802 in Scotland, the fir st time the Scots have hosted fewer Burns Night 
suppers than the English, and 234 in the US. 
 
Macsween, an Edinburgh-based haggis producer, says that 60 per cent of its sales this year will be to 
customers in England, making it the firm's single b iggest market, ahead of Scotland on 35 per cent. Jo  
Macsween, the company's director, said "There's no way it is just expat Scots. London is a big market 
for us but we have also seen a lot of growth in the  Midlands, Yorkshire, and the South East." 
 
Linda Walker, a charity worker organising a Burns N ight for 180 people in Harlow, Essex, said: "It's a  
great excuse to dress up in tartan and have a dance . We have the occasional Scottish person coming 
but it is mostly local people. As soon as people tr y the haggis they love it. 
 

Simon Johnson, The Telegraph 
Stanley Gibbons warns on profits  
 
Shares plunged 30½ to 104p after chief executive Mi chael Hall said 2008 revenues would be in line with  
2007 at £20m but pre-tax profits would be lower tha n market forecasts of £5m. The results were hit by a 
decision not to book £3.4m worth of sales, which we re made with a 12-month buyback guarantee. The 
company decided to defer this revenue and its assoc iated profit to 2009, when the guarantees will have  
expired.  
 
Mr Hall said he was "very confident" that the indiv iduals involved would not choose to pull out of the  
transactions, meaning Stanley Gibbons would start 2 009 with £1m profits "in the bag".  
 
Several deals fell in January not December, further  skewing the figures. Last year the value of the GB  30 
rare stamp index rose by almost 40pc.  
 
"We have had a bit of a mismatch of the company's p erformance and the underlying assets we sell," 
said Mr Hall. "The level of fear is resulting in in activity, so it is more difficult for us to get a c ommitment 
from interested parties.  
 
"We've started to see that loosening up a bit. Peop le realise that you can't do nothing forever. It's also a 
compelling investment argument."  
 
Stanley Gibbons has seen significant demand for inv estment products related to the value of stamps 
since interest rates have fallen. Mr Hall said the historic annual return from stamps is 10pc. The 
company expects to pay a final dividend of around 2 .75p, in line with last year.  
 

Josephine Moulds, The Telegraph 



Royal Mail makes profits of £900,000 a day as it sh uts thousands of post offices  
 
The huge rise in profits will mean that for the fir st time in two decades every one of Royal Mail's 
businesses - including the post office - is in prof it this year. The healthy financial performance is likely 
to trigger large six-figure bonuses for the managem ent team, including chief executive Adam Crozier. 
 
It also stands in stark contrast to the losses post ed by high street banks. Earlier this week Royal Ba nk 
of Scotland posted a record loss of £28billion for last year. Royal Mail said it made profits of £255m illion 
- more than £900,000 day - in the nine months to De c 28 - far outstripping the £162m the company made 
in the whole of 2007/8. 
 
For the first time since 1991, the letters business , post office network, Parcelforce and the group's 
European parcels business were all in profit. Despi te the economic downturn and further falls in mail 
volumes, driven by increased use of emails, group t urnover in the nine months increased by almost 
three per cent to £7.2billion.  
 
The company said it was on track for an annual prof it of nearly double the level it achieved in the pa st 
financial year, prompting unions to question the Go vernment's decision to sell a stake in Royal Mail t o a 
private firm. The bulk of the profits were made as Royal Mail pushed through a controversial 
Government plan to close 2,500 post offices. So far  2,200 have been closed. The remaining 300 will be 
shut by March.  
 
Royal Mail said the numbers of letters and parcels posted in the UK were expected to fall by 7 per cen t 
over the next year, putting the loss-making one pri ce letter delivery to the whole of Britain "under 
threat". The warning came just a day after Richard Hooper, who published a review of Britain's postal 
system last month, told MPs that the universal serv ice obligation as "the social and economic glue of 
this country". 
 
Mr Crozier said the figures did not undermine the o rganisation's support for the sale of a minority st ake 
to a rival private company. Ministers have already opened talks with Dutch postal company TNT. 
 
Unions said the profits tally drew into question th e closure programme and the support of Lord 
Mandelson, the Business Secretary, for the part-pri vatisation. Dave Ward, the Communication Workers' 
Union's deputy general secretary, said: "Royal Mail  is again giving us mixed messages on its financial  
health.  
 
"These results must not come at the cost of cutback s in services, terms and conditions for staff and 
post office closures. Future services and standards  must at least be retained if not expanded to ensur e 
consumer confidence." 
 

 Christopher Hope, The Telegraph 
 
CVC looks at delivering Royal Mail bid  
 
Private equity group CVC Capital Partners is drawin g up plans to buy a stake in Royal Mail. CVC's 
interest is at an early stage and the firm is belie ved to be worried about the reputational risk of an y deal 
because the part-privatisation of Royal Mail is so politically sensitive.  
 
The move to sell a minority stake in Royal Mail, le d by Lord Mandelson, the Business Secretary, has 
drawn criticism and any deal with a private equity firm, which are treated with suspicion by many trad e 
unions and Labour MPs, is likely to exacerbate thei r anger.  
 
CVC already has experience in postal services after  buying a 22pc stake in Post Danmark from the 
Danish state in 2005. It then went on to buy half t he Belgian postal service and last year announced a  
merger with Posten, the Swedish post office. CVC is  considered to have played a key role in 
modernising the postal services. In December, Lord Mandelson accepted a recommendation that Royal 
Mail should forge a "strategic minority partnership '' with a private company,  
 
Richard Hooper, a former deputy chairman of the com munications regulator Ofcom, said that the 
service, which has lost out on valuable commercial contracts, requires radical action if it is to surv ive 
an era of email and mobile telephones. As part of t he review, Mr Hooper visited Post Danmark,  
 



TNT, a Dutch firm, was believed to be a front-runne r to take a significant minority stakeholding in Ro yal 
Mail, investing as much as £3bn for a third of the company. Another interested party is thought to be 
DHL, the parcel courier, which is part of Deutsche Post.  
 
The plans to privatise parts of Royal Mail have dra wn sharp criticism and Gordon Brown, the Prime 
Minister, faces the possibility of a rebellion by a t least 60 Labour MPs. John Prescott, the former de puty 
Prime Minister, is rumoured to be among those oppos ed to the plans while Jim McGovern, a ministerial 
aide in Lord Mandelson's Department for Business, E nterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR), has 
already resigned.  
 
Neal Lawson, the chairman of Compass, a Labour pres sure group, said: "There is no more potent 
symbol of our national identity than the Royal Mail ."  
 
The proposals are expected to be put to Parliament within weeks and, if passed and a deal is agreed, i t 
would be the first time since the national postal s ervice was set up in the 19th century that any part  of it 
has fallen into private hands. 

Graham Ruddick, The Telegraph 
 
Stars to feature on Australia Day stamps  
 
Australians will get the chance to lick four of the  nation's most popular actors who have been selecte d 
to appear on a special series of postage stamps to mark Australia Day. 
 
Academy Award winners Nicole Kidman, Cate Blanchett , 
Russell Crowe and Geoffrey Rush have been named 
Australia Post Australian Legends in the lead-up to  
January 26. 
 
"These four outstanding Australians have captured t he 
imagination of millions of people in Australia and around 
the world with their award-winning performances," 
Australia Post managing director Graeme John said i n a 
statement. 
 
There are eight 55-cent stamps in the series, featu ring 
photos of the actors in and out of character, inclu ding 
Kidman from Moulin Rouge, Blanchett from Elizabeth,  
Crowe from Gladiator, and Rush from Shine. 
 
"I am utterly, deeply, humbled and chuffed by the f act 
that I'm a stamp," Blanchett said in a statement. " I'm 
going to be licked by millions of Australians and I  can't 
wait. 
 
"It is also recognising the value of the arts in Au stralia. It 
brings it into general consumption and if I'm part of that, 
I feel intensely proud." 
 
Kidman was similarly pleased with her selection. "I  have 
a vested interest in Australia," Kidman said. "I wa nt my   
children to live here at certain times of their lif e and see  
how wonderful it is. It would be lovely for them to  lick a stamp, put it on an envelope and say 'that' s my 
mum'." 
 
Each of the stars will be presented with 24-carat g old replicas of their stamps. 
 
The stamps will be available from selected Australi a Post outlets. 

AAP 
 
 
 
 
 



 
January Meeting  
 
The subject of our January meeting was “Winter Olym pics” and the 
weather outside matched our visiting speaker’s them e perfectly. 
 
Inside our warm room we were treated to a magnifice nt display of 
stamps, postcards and other memorabilia tracing the  story of the 
Winter Olympics from the early years of the 20th ce ntury. 
 
Although ice-skating had been included in the 1908 Olympic Games 
held in London, it was not until 1921 that the Inte rnational Olympic 
Committee decided that a separate “International Ol ympic Sports 
Week” should be held in conjunction with the 1924 G ames hosted by 
France.  
 
 

 
John Crowther chases Gold at the Winter Olympics! 

 
 
 
 
This event, held at Chamonix, 
was so successful that it was 
later considered to be the first 
true Winter Olympics. 
 
There were no stamps issued 
for that first event, but our 
speaker displayed a postcard 
showing a clear and very rare 
special postmark that was used 
during the occasion. 
 
From 1928 onwards, true 
Winter Olympics have been 
held every four years, although 
those planned for 1940 were 
cancelled due to the War. 

 
 
 
For each of these years we were shown 
examples of special stamps and 
postmarks issued by the host country, 
as well as a colourful array of official 
postcards sold to help with fund raising 
 
Our speaker provided a very 
entertaining evening, showing that 
compiling collections of rare material 
can also be great fun. 
 
 

Alan Dinnis  
 
  



Castelli d'ltalia  
 
The 5th definitive issue of the Republic of Italy, known as "Castelli d'ltalia" or Italian Castles was  issued 
on the 22nd of September 1980 to replace the rather  minute and long serving "Siracusana" or Coin of 
Syracuse issue, which is still the longest definiti ve series. A total of 27values were initially issue d but 
from 1981 to 1992 another 31 additional values, exc luding postal stationary, were printed due to posta l 
rate changes making this the second longest republi can definitive set.  
 
While the majority of these values were printed on watermark multiple stars type IV with horizontal 
alignment, coil stamps, issued between 1980 and 199 1, were all printed with the same type of watermark  
but now with vertical alignment. Interestingly enou gh, between 1983 and 1984 the 50L., 100L. and the 
550Lire postage stamps were issued with the same ty pe of watermark used for the coil issues, while 
between 1990 and 1992 the 100L., 700L. and the 750L ire (postage stamps) values were printed with 
watermark multiple stars type II, with alignment to  the left, which was used mostly to print official labels 
and revenue stamps. These three values were perfora ted 13,25 while all the earlier stamps were 
perforated 14 x 13,25.  
 
On the 21st of February 1994 the 200L., 250L., 300L . and 450Lire were re-printed in rotogravure and no t 
as the first printing, which was in recess and offs et. For the specialist in this field perhaps is wor thwhile 
to mention that while the comb perforator was used initially, it seems that later some re-printed valu es 
were instead perforated with a different method. Th e perforator "in block" is used usually for stamps 
printed in rotogravure and is incorporated to the p rinting machine.  
 
The perforation is done to the full sheet simultane ously and it is distinguishable because the 
intersections in each stamp are perfect. This canno t be clearly seen looking at a single stamp but onl y 
in large blocks of stamps, hence I assume the name of block perforator. The values perforated in "bloc k 
type" and recorded so far are: 5L., 10L., 30L., 40L ., 60L., 120L. and I50Lire.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
1983 
 
Official Registered Airmail 
Postcard 
 
Advice from Municipality to 
registered voters of 
forthcoming National 
election 

 
All the issue was printed on white fluorescent pape r and gummed with a synthetic transparent type of 
gum known amongst Italian collectors as "vinilica",  however the 300Lire value is known printed on non-
fluorescent paper as well. Various values with wate rmarked or unwatermarked joint paper are also 
recorded. The values listed below were all issued i n 1980.  
 
To give more information where these castles are si tuated, besides their names and the locations, I 
have also included the Provinces, which would help if you wish to have a bit of fun in mapping them. 
 

�� 5L. Castel Sant Angelo - Roma (Lazio) 
�� 10L. Castello Sforzesco -Milano (Lombardia) 
�� 20L. Castel del Monte - Andria (Puglia) 
�� 30L. Castel d'Anguo' - L'Aquila (Abruzzo) 
�� 40L. Castello Ursino - Catania (Sicilia) 
�� 50L. Rocca di Calascio - L'Aquila (Abruzzo) 
�� 60L. Torre Normanna - San Mauro Forte (Basilicata) 



�� 90L. Castello di isola Capo Rizzuto - Crotone (Cala bria) 
�� 100L. Castello Aragonese - Ischia (Campania) 
�� 120L. Castello Estense - Ferrara (Emilia Romagna) 
�� 150L. Castello di Miramare - Trieste (Trentino-Alto  Adige) 

 
Three artists were involved in design these 12 valu es issued in rotogravure printing T. Mele, A. Vange lli 
and A. Ciamburro. The perforation is 14 x 13,25 whi le the size of the vignette is 2,6 x 2,8 mm. All th e 
values have the inscription at the bottom of the vi gnette, on the white border, I.P.Z.S. - Roma (Istit uto 
Poligrafo Zecca dello Stato) on the left side, whil e on the right side you will find the name of the 
designer or engraver.  
 
The 50Lire values was re-printed and issued again o n the 14th of December 1990, showing in the 
inscription, at the bottom of the vignette, the yea r of issue "1980" which is placed after "ROMA", whi le 
the first printing is without year. 
 

�� 170L. Castello di Ostia - Roma (Lazio) 
�� 180L. Castello Gavone - Finale Ligure (Liguria) 
�� 200L. Castello Cerro al Volturno - Isernia (Molise)  
�� 250L. Rocca Mondavio - Pesaro (Marche) 
�� 300L. Castello Normanno Svevo - Bari (Puglia) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Insured Letter for 10,000 Lire 
posted from Nardo (Lecce) 
dated 15.12.1990. 
 
The total amount paid in 
postage stamps is 6,600 lire 

 
These new five values were instead issued in recess  and offset combined printing and 
designed by three more different artists: P. N. Arg hittu, F. Bonelli and E. Donnini. 
 

�� 350L. Castello Mussomeli - Caltanisetta (Sicilia) 
�� 400L. Castello delPImperatore - Prato (Toscana) 
�� 450L. Castello Bosa - Nuoro (Sardegna) 
�� 500L. Castello di Rovereto - Trento (Trentino-Alto Adige) 
�� 600L. Castello Scaligero - Sirmione (Lombardia) 
�� 700L. Castello di Ivrea - Ivrea (Valle d'Aosta) 
�� 800L. Rocca Maggiore - Assisi (Umbria) 
�� 900L. Castello Saint Pierre - Aosta (Valle d'Aosta)  
�� 1000L. Castello di Montagnana - Padova (Veneto) 

 
These nine additional values were issued in recess printing. With exception of the following values: 
700L., 750L., 850L., 900L., and 1000Lire that were all printed in sheets of 50, all the other values w ere 
printed in sheets of 100. Once again five new artis ts were chosen to design these medium and high 
values: M. M. Tuccelli, E. F. Tulli, G. Verdelocco,  R. Moreno and F. Bonelli. 
 
On the 20th of August 1981, three more additional l ow values were issued in Roto printing due to posta l 
rates already increased since the 1st of January 19 81. 
 

�� 30L. Castello d'Angio'-L'Aquila (Abruzzo) 
�� 70L. Castello Aragonese - Reggio Calabria (Calabria ) 
�� 80L. Castello di Sabbionara d'Avio - Trento (Trenti no-Alto Adige) 



A. Ciamburro engraved the last two values. While al l the stamps have always the actual name of the 
castle, the 30Lire value, designed by T. Mele, has its name "d'Angio"' somehow omitted. 
 
As per Ministerial Decree dated 14th December 1983,  postal rates for foreign countries went up with 
effect from the 1st of January 1984; hence two addi tional values were issued in recess and rotogravure  
printing. While R. Morena engraved the high value, E. Vangelli designed the 550Lire. 
 

�� 1400L. Castello Valdoresco - Vasto (1983) (Abruzzo)  
�� 550L. Rocca Sinibalda - Rieti (1984) (Lazio) 

 
In 1983 the 50L and the 100L. were re-printed with perforation 13,25. The same perforator was also use d 
in 1984 for the 550L. value. 
 
On the 15th of March 1986 the 650Lire was issued in  recess printing. This stamp was necessitated for 
posting a letter overseas up to 20gr of weight. Pri nted in rotogravure and designed by G. Toffoletti 
 

�� 650L. Castello di Montevecchio - Castiglion Fiorent ino. (Toscana). 
 
Once again inland mail went up on the 16th of Novem ber 1986, while overseas mail went up with effect 
from the 1st of January 1987. Another value in roto gravure printing was issued and designed by P. 
Paschetto.  
 

�� 380L. Rocca di Vignola - Modena (Emilia-Romagna) 
 
On the 20th of September 1990 an additional value t he 750L., designed by A. Ciamburro was issued and 
perforated 14,25 x 13,25, while the 850Lire deigned  by L. Cosentino, was issued on the 7th of March 
1992.  
 

�� 750L. Rocca di Urbisaglia - Macerata (Basilicata)  
�� 850L. Castello di Arechi - Salerno (Campania) 

 
Values printed in rotogravure have also an addition al small feature that is not found within the other  
methods of printings adopted for this issue. A hyph en is included into the inscription at the foot of each 
stamp between the wordings "I.P.Z.S. - ROMA". You w ill notice that some values have the wording 
"Rocca" this literally means that it was a "strongh old" rather then a "Castello" or castle. 
 
Forgeries have been printed and used mostly on lott ery cards but it seems, strange enough, that they 
were produced also to satisfy demand from collector s. The 350L., 550L., 700L. and the 1000L. were the 
values targeted by forgers. So far, forged values o f the 350L and l000Lire have been recorded used. 
Both printed in offset and perforated 14x13.25 are listed as "Milano" forgeries, which indicated that they 
come from the Lombardy city of Milan. 
 
I must say that an immense variety of different imp erforated values, missing or double printings, shif t 
perforations or colours, missing value or wordings,  to mention few, have littered the Italian market. With 
few exceptions, all these impressive varieties were  not sold over the counter but somehow they went 
out from the back door. It seems that the Istituto e Poligrafo Zecca dello Stato, which is the Governm ent 
Printing Works located in Rome, did not pay too muc h attention from the security point of view, during  
this specific period, hence we have all these unusu al varieties, highly priced, and offered continuous ly 
in very large quantities by the philatelic trade, a lthough recently prices for these oddities are now 
becoming less expensive. 
 
All these "waste printings" taken from the "bin" ar e of course known only in mint conditions, as clear ly 
they could not be used due to the fact that they wo uld not be considered postage stamps besides been 
illegal too. This should remind readers that the on ly reason why postage stamps are actually issued is  
in fact to provide a service for which we pay and a lthough many collectors like to collect mint stamps , 
my personal view and advice is instead to collect a lso in used condition, as besides been more in the 
spirit within our hobby, it will give us also much more knowledge and understanding, on what is all 
about philately, thanks to their simple but effecti ve and functional usage. 
 
We now can turn our attention to the coil stamps se ries, which were issued after 19 years of absence. In 
1980 stamps in a much smaller size, 16mm x 21mm. we re produced in coils of 200. These stamps 
issued for vending machines that were placed outsid e post offices, are imperforated horizontally but 
perforated 14 vertically  
 



Every 5 th stamp has at the back a printed number in black th at was used for accountancy purpose. 
Some of these values have been found with three sid es imperforated. These coil-ends are actually the 
very last stamps of the coils. So far the 120L., 20 0L. and 300L. are recorded used but other values ma y 
exists with this type of variety although not alway s the last stamp of the coil can be found imperfora ted 
vertically on the right side and therefore thus mak e this type of variety rather difficult to find. 
 
Two different vending machines were in operation at  the same time on the 22nd of September 1980. 
One had in se-tenant the values of 30L+120L while t he other one had also in se-tenant the value of 
30L+170L. and were all recess printed in monochrome . The 50L and the 120L values have been noted 
with the right frame-line of the vignette missing o r partially missing. Occasionally you may come acro ss 
to values that have strong shifting vertical cuts. This occurred when the coil was not properly fitted  into 
the vending machine and therefore "mutilated" stamp s are known in mint and used conditions. 
 
Se-tenant pairs and strips having values the other way around (120+30 or 170+30) are also found 
because sometimes were sold to the public over the counter too. Apparently this was done when the 
coil machine was re-filled and officials then used or sold remainders from previous coils in the usual  
fashion. G. Verdelocco engraved these three values.  
 
 

�� 30L. Castello di 
San Severa - 
Roma (Lazio) 

�� 120L. Castello di 
Lombardia - Enna 
(Sicilia) 

�� 170L. Castello di 
Serralunga 
d'Alba- Cuneo. 
(Piemonte) 

 
 
Air Mail letter to Durban. 
 
Lire 120 imperforated at 
left (end of roll) 

 
 
Reprints of the 30+120 se-tenant are easily identif iable as the colours have now a much paler shade th at 
is clearly visible particularly in the 120Lire valu e, in fact the first printing is in dark brown whil e re-prints 
are pale brown. 
 
On the 30th of September 1981 two more single addit ional coil stamps were issued.  
 

�� 200L. Fortezza Svevo-Angioina - Lucera (Puglia)  
�� 300L. Castello Normanno Melfi - Potenza. (Basilicat a) 

 
A new value recess printed in two different colours  was issued on the 25th of June 1983. This is the 
only one of the coils series in polychrome. Inciden tally this design was also chosen to print in 
monochrome the 750L. value issued on the 1st of Mar ch 1988. 
 

�� 400L. Castello di Venafro - Isernia. (Molise) 
 
Another two values were issued in se-tenant (50+450 ) on the 25th July 1985. G. Verdelocco engraved 
both values that were printed in monochrome on whit e paper. Incidentally this was the last set-tenant 
issue. 
 

�� 50L. Castello di Scilla - Reggio Calabria (Calabria ) 
�� 450L. Castello di Piobbico - Pesaro. (Marche) 

 
On the 1st of March 1988 five more additional coils  values were issued. G. Verdelocco engraved four 
stamps, while M. M. Tuccelli engraved the 500Lire. These were sold as individual coil stamps and 
therefore the SOL. can now be found used as single value beside in se-tenant with the 450L. value. Thi s 
single value anyway can be distinguished from the e arly one because creamy paper was adopted 
instead of white.  



�� 50L. Castello di Scilla - Reggio Calabria (Calabria )  
�� 100L. Castello di San Severa - Roma (Lazio)  
�� 500L. Castello Normanno Melfi - Potenza (Basilicata )  
�� 650L. Castello di Serralunga d'Alba - Cuneo (Piemeo nte) 
�� 750L. Castello di Venafro - Isernia. (Molise) 

 
Finally to end the coil set, another two values wer e issued on the 23rd of March 1991 The number 
issued of these particular values has now formed a set of 15 values. P.N Arghittu and G. Verdelocco 
designed them respectively. 
 

�� 600L. Castello Scaligero -Sirmione (Lombardia)  
�� 800L. Rocca Maggiore - Assisi. (Umbria) 

 
It is interesting to note that in the coil issue so me values have been printed using the same plate. F or 
example you will notice that the 50L and 100L. have  the same castle The 170L. and the 650L.has also 
the same design and the 300L.and 500L. also share t he same castle once again. While on one hand in 
Italy there are thousand of castles to choose, I ca nnot understand the reason why the same design was 
used for some of these coil stamps. From 1980 to 19 91, which is the period when this set was 
progressively issued, postal rates were upgraded fi fteen times and this, in all probability, could be the 
reason why occasionally the same plate was adopted,  changing of course the face value and the colour 
of the coil stamp as well. 
 
Now to end the whole story I must include also item s of Postal Stationary that were along the line 
issued together with the postage stamp set. The fir st postcard was issued on the 2nd October 1981, 
depicting in a fluorescent frame, an imprinted valu e on white card. The size of the card is 148mm x 
105mm. and designed by E. Vangelli. Postcards and L etter-cards were issued specifically for Inland Mai l 
only although they could be used for any destinatio n provided that were up-rated accordingly.  
 

�� 200L. La Rocca Aldobrandesca di Pincastagnaio. (Tos cana). 
 

 

 
 
On the 22nd of September 1982 
the second postcard was issued 
with the imprinted value of 200L. 
in a fluorescent yellow frame. This 
design was used already in 1980 
to print the 10L. postage stamp.  
 
This special postcard was actually 
issued to publicise the First World 
Exhibition of Philatelic Literature 
held in Milan from the 3rd to the 
9th of November 1982. Offset 
printed in five different colours on 
white card.  
 

 
Designed by G. Toffoletti. The size is 148mm. xl05m m. The year of issue (1982) is printed at the botto m 
of the vignette, just after I.P.Z.S. ROMA. A total of 700000 cards were issued. 
 

�� 200L. Castello Sorzesco - Milano (Lombardia) 
 
The third postcard was issued on the 28th of July 1 983, showing the imprinted value recessed printed 
in polychrome and designed by P. Gabriele. This sta ndardised postcard has the vignette enclosed as 
usual in a fluorescent frame.  
 

�� 300L. Castello di Soncino - Cremona. (Lombardia) 
 
The Castello di Baldi - Prato (Toscana), was chosen  for the 400Lire value issued on the 26th of June 
1984. Combined recess and offset printing was prefe rred for the fourth postcard issue. Engraving by M.  
M. Tucelli. The size and these cards is, always the  same right through the issue. 



 
At this stage I will just list all the postcards is sued in chronological order:  
 

�� 450L. Castello di Spoleto - Perugia. (Umbria). Date  of issue 15th of March 1986.  
�� 500L. Castello di Monselice - Pordenone. (Friuli Ve nezia-Giulia). 4th of July 1987.  
�� 550L. Castello di Mantova. (Lombardia). 31st of Mar ch 1988.  
�� 650L. Castello di Acaya Vernole - Lecce. (Puglia). 29th of October 1990. 
�� 700L. Castello di Carini - Parma. (Emilia Romagna).  18lh of January 92. 
�� 750L. Castello di Itri - Latina. (Lazio) 28th of De cember 1995. 

 
This was the last issued card making a complete set  of 10 postcards to which two more letter-cards 
were added between 1981 and 1983. 
 
The Biglietto Postale or Letter Card is similar to an aerogramme in shape, folded over three times, an d 
is used only for inland mail. The vignette has alwa ys a fluorescent frame, while the size is still the  same 
as the postcards. 
 

�� 200L. Castello Monumentale di Lerici - La Spezia. ( Liguria). 26lh of October 1981.  
�� 300L. Castello di Tolentino - Macerata. (Marche). 1 8th October 1983. 

 
All these postcards have printed in blue colour, ov er one line, the wording, "CARTOLINA POSTALE" on 
the top left corner enclosed in a rectangle. The se nder will write, is own address in this rectangle, while 
the one below is used to write a short message. 
 
The address to which the postcard will be forwarded  must be written on the three lines printed below 
the vignette, while the postal code "C.A.P." (Codic e Avviamento Postale), the place (LOCALITA') and th e 
abbreviated province (SIGLA PROV.) are at the botto m of the card. All these inscriptions are printed i n a 
yellow-gold colour. The letter-cards have also the same yellow-gold printing as the postcards but 
showing only in blue colour, on the top left corner  the wording, over one line, "BIGLIETTO POSTALE". 
 
Every single value and postal stationary too, can b e found with special cancellations. These 
cancellations were available only from Post Offices  of the towns where the castles are located and as 
well from the Central Philatelic Bureau in Rome. Fo r each stamp a cancellation depicting the same 
castle was provided and used for a short period of time. 
 
While most of the time definitive issues are design ed or engraved by one or two persons, with the 
"Italian Castles" fourteen different people were in volved in creating the final designs making this su rely 
the highest number of artists involved in the produ ction of this very attractive and long set. For you r 
information, stamps that have, after the name of th e artist, the word "INC", which is an abbreviation for 
"Incisore" indicates that the stamp was not designe d but instead engraved. 
 
Postage stamps of this issue have been used also as  postage due. Although the last three values of 
postage due were printed in January 1992, somehow t he decision to stop printing them was taken but 
no official reason so far is known. So once post of fices started to run out of postage due, definitive  
values were used instead. The most common way was t o use the letter "T" (for Tax) hand-stamp to 
indicate the usage of these definitive and sometime s commemoratives values too, on underpaid mail as 
postage due stamps. 
 
Various types of letter "T" were used and occasiona lly 
also a manus-script one. The following types so far  are 
recorded: 
 

�� Type A - Large "T" in black or violet inks. 
�� Type B - Small "T" in black or violet inks. 
�� Type C - Handwritten letter "T" in black or blue 

biro pen. 
�� Type D - Black circular hand-stamp enclosing 

"T.S." (Tax Surcharged). 
  

 
Without specifying what type of hand-stamp "T" was used, here a provisional list of the values so far 
recorded as postage due and used between 1993 and 1 994: 
 

�� 50L., 100L., 250L., 350L., 450L., 500L., 600L., 650 L., 700L., 750L., 800L., 850L and l000Lire. 



 
This additional facet has made more attractive coll ecting modern postal history ana with the 
introduction of the sixth definitive issue, known a s "Women in Arts" which was issued on the 8th of 
July 1998, creating, lets to say, a "transitional p eriod" with mixed usages of both definitive issues,  until 
stocks of the Italian Castle stamps were exhausted,  has now become even more appealing to 
collectors. 
 
The 50L., 100L. and the I50Lire values were also us ed by Post Offices to provide a rather unusual 
service. Bills of exchange are issued with pre-prin ted fiscal values according to the most common 
amounts that are in use. When the correct bill of e xchange is not available for the amount needed, 
special revenue stamps for "Cambiali" are used to m ake up the additional tax due and glued at the back  
of the document.  
 

 
 
To validate the bill of exchange these revenue stam ps are cancelled by Post Offices only and therefore  
a charge of 150Lire was requested, in 1983, for the  privilege. Postage stamps are then glued alongside  
the revenue stamps in order to show that the servic e has been collected. This system, as far we know, 
is the only one recorded where revenues and postage  stamps are used and cancelled alongside one 
each other. 
 
As this set provided a service for eighteen years, we really cannot establish the enormous quantity of  
mail franked and therefore this will offer a very g ood platform of contemporary philately for those wh o 
like to collect also postal rates. 
 
While no Aerogramme were printed from 1982 to 1995 showing Italian Castles, First Day Covers, Maxi 
Cards and a very large number of special cancellati ons were manufactured to provide more philatelic 
interest to this long and attractive set.  
 
Much of this information can be found on the latest  issue (2008-2009) of the Catalogo Enciclopedico 
Italiano, which I recommended to anyone that collec ts seriously this area, as the few catalogues issue d 
in the English language are rather concise and more  expensive too. Collecting this subject, you will b e 
able also to learn a lot about the history and geog raphy of this country while you are enjoying at the  
same time your hobby. Statistically 24 stamps have castles depicted from the North while 34 are from 
the rest of the Italian Peninsula. 
 
Perhaps to appreciate the beauty of these castles t hat are disseminated across the twenty Regions of 
Italy I can only suggest visiting them, but this, o f course, will take you a very long time travelling  up and 
down the Italian peninsula taking also the opportun ity to sample at the same time some really superb 
wines from the vineyards around the castles too. An yway, if you are unable to do that then do like 
myself; just enjoy collecting them on stamps.... it  will be still a lot of fun and, for sure, much che aper 
too. 
 
Arrivederci.          Giovanni Palazzo 



Cavendish Auctions  
 
Cavendish Auctions have very kindly agreed to let t he Society have an introduction commission on lots 
sold by them. This is deducted from their own commi ssion and in no way affects the amount received by 
the vendor. It would be very much appreciated if wh en anyone submits lots to Cavendish they could 
mention the M & P Society name as having introduced  them. We have already received very useful cheques  
from them and every little helps to pay for the roo m hire, fund extras and keep subscription costs dow n. We 
would very much like to thank them for their suppor t. 
 
The next auctions are on Wed. 28th Jan 2009 and fea ture The Geoffrey Osborn G.M. Collection Of Bermuda  
and Worldwide & Great Britain. Their Postal Auction  Of Philatelic Literature is on Monday 9th Feb 2009 . 
 
They can be contacted at: Cavendish Philatelic Auct ions Ltd., 153-157 London Road Derby DE1 2SY on 
01332 250970 or at http://www.cavendish-auctions.com/  
 
About Our Society  
 
The Macclesfield and Prestbury Philatelic Society w as formed in 1966 to promote stamp collecting in th e 
Macclesfield area of East Cheshire. 
 
The Society is very friendly and informal, with a v aried programme of speakers, displays and society 
evenings. Anybody may join. The annual subscription  is currently £8 (payable in September), which 
includes the cost of coffee and biscuits at meeting s. 
 
The Society runs its own internal packet scheme and  also participates in the packet scheme of the Nort h 
Western Federation of Philatelic Societies, allowin g members to look at a wide choice of stamps and 
philatelic items in their own homes.  
 
Everyone is welcome, regardless of age and from beg inner to expert, as all members benefit from the 
experiences of fellow collectors. 
 
MEETING PLACE: The Heritage Centre, Roe Street, Mac clesfield, Cheshire. Meetings are held upstairs (fi rst 
floor) but a lift is available. The Heritage Centre  has a strictly no smoking policy. 
 
TIME OF MEETINGS: 7.45pm 
 
DATES OF MEETINGS: Mainly the first Monday of each month from September to June. 
 
CONTACT:  Peter Kirk  Tel:  01625 829119  E-mail:  peter@kirk199.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Useful Links for Events etc  
 
ABPS & Whats On:   http://www.ukphilately.org.uk/hw hat.htm 
North West Federation: http://www.nwfedps.org/ 
Macclesfield & Prestbury: http://www.maccweb.org.uk /news/article_142.shtml 
Cavendish Auctions  http://www.cavendish-auctions.c om/ 

Future Programme 2009  

Mon 2 Feb 2009 Annual General Meeting. This will be  followed by the judging of members’ entries 
for the 9-sheet competition (for the 2009 Autumn Ro se Bowl) and the 16-sheet 
competition. 

Mon 2 Mar 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Rhodesia. 
Mon 6 Apr 2009  Guest speaker who will present a di splay on Great Britain History of the Posts. 
Mon 11 May 2009 Society Evening. Bring along someth ing interesting to display.  
Mon 1 Jun 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Geneva Postal History. 
Thu 16-Sun 19 Jul 
2009 

Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. Hosted by the  North West Federation at 
Copthorne Hotel, Clipper Quay, Salford Quays, Manch ester. This will be the 100th 
Anniversary of the First Congress in Manchester, 19 09. 

Mon 7 Sep 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Japan. 
Mon 5 Oct 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on 1940 Stamp Centenaries. 



What’s On?         Please confirm all events dates and venues with the vendor before travelling! 
Wed 4 Feb 2009 Poynton Meeting - British Railways – Mrs Y. Wheatl y 
Fri 6 – Sat 7 Feb Liverpool 2009 Fair, Liner Hotel, Lord Nelson St, Liverpool 91226 765 069 
Sun 8 Feb 2009  Bowdon, Altrincham, Quality Hotel, Langham Road 
Mon 9 Feb 2009  Cavendish Auction - Postal Auction Of Philatelic L iterature 
Thu 12 Feb 2009  GB New Issue –Darwin 
Wed 18 Feb 2009 Poynton Meeting - Society Competition and Quiz 
Sat 21 Feb 2009 Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
Wed 25-28 Feb 2009 Stampex,Business Design Centre,52 Upper Street,Isli ngton Green, London,N1 0QH 
Thu 26 Feb 2009  GB New Issue –Celebrating Wales 
Thu 26 Feb – 
 Sat 28 Feb 2009 

Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, G reycoat & Elverton Street -  London 
SW1P 2QD Thu 11-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5 

Sat 28 Feb 2009 Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Sat 28 Feb 2009 Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Wed 4 Mar 2009 Poynton Meeting - Rhodesia Part 1 – John Parkin 
Sat 7 Mar 2009 Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sun 8 Mar 2009  Bowdon, Altrincham, Quality Hotel, Langham Road 
Tue 10 Mar 2009 GB New Issue – Pioneers of the Industrial Revoluti on 
Sat 14 Mar 2009 Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Sun 15 Mar 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Wed 18 Mar 2009 Poynton Meeting - Dutch East Indies – R. Wheatley 
Tue 24 Mar 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Sat 28 Mar 2009 Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Sat 28 Mar 2009 Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Sun 29 Mar 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Wed 1 Apr 2009  Poynton Meeting - 1924-5 Wembley & PUC – Ron Shire s 
Sat 4 Apr 2009  Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Fri 10-16 Apr 2009 China 2009, Luoyang City, Henan Provin ce, China 
Sun 12 Apr 2009  Bowdon, Altrincham, Quality Hotel, Langham Road 
Wed 15 Apr 2009  Poynton Meeting - Franco Prussian Wars – S. Holder  
Sat 18 Apr 2009  Sale Grammar School (NW Federation AGM), Marsland Road, Sale, Cheshire  10-4  
Tue 21 Apr 2009  GB New Issue – The House Of Tudor 
Sat 25 Apr 2009  Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Tue 28 Apr 2009  Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Wed 29 Apr 2009  Poynton Meeting - Flags Of The World – Barry Jacks on 
Sat 2 May 2009 Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Wed 6 May 2009 Poynton Meeting - AGM and Auction 
Wed 6–10 May 2009 IBRA ‘09 International Stamp Exhibition, at the “Me sse Essen”, Essen, Germany 
Sat 9 May 2009 WORPEX 2009 Oldbury Park Primary School, Oldbury R oad, St. Johns, Worcester, 

WR2 6AA - 30 dealers - 10:00am to 4:00 pm - 01905 6 40541 or lawherne@fsmail.net 

Sat 16 May 2009 Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Sun 17 May 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Tue 19 May 2009 GB New Issue – Plants 
Wed 20 May 2009 Poynton Meeting - Eastern Europe – Brian Madley 
Sat 23 May 2009 Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
Tue 26 May 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Sat 30 May 2009 Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Sat 30 May 2009 Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sun 31 May 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Tue 16 Jun 2009  GB New Issue – Mythical Creatures 
Wed 17 Jun 2009  Poynton Meeting - GB QE2 Varieties – Ron Phelps 
Fri 19 –  
Sat 20 Jun 2009 

Stafford Stamp Show, Staffordshire County Showgroun d, Ingestre Suite, Weston 
Road, Stafford ST18 0BD  Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4 

Sat 20 Jun 2009  Yorkshire Philatelic Association convention at She ffield 
Sat 27 Jun 2009  Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 



Sat 27 Jun 2009  Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Tue 30 Jun 2009  Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Thu 16-Sun 19 Jul ABPS Congress, Manchester 
Sat 4 Jul 2009  Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Sat 11 Jul 2009 Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoo le Road, Chester 01226 765 069 
Wed 15 Jul 2009  Poynton Meeting - Members Night – 9 Sheets, Your C hoice 
Fri 17 – Sat 18 Jul York Summer Fair, The Grandstand, York  Racecourse Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4 
Sat 18 Jul 2009  Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sun 19 Jul 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Sun 26 Jul 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Tue 28 Jul 2009  Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Sat 8 Aug 2009  Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Sat 15 Aug 2009  Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
Tue 18 Aug 2009  GB New Issue – Post Boxes 
Sat 29 Aug 2009  Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Tue 1 Sep 2009 GB New Issue – Fire & Rescue Service 
Sat 12 Sep 2009 Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Thu 17 Sep 2009  GB New Issue – Royal Navy Uniforms 
Sun 20 Sep 2009 Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 48 6 2610 
Sat 26 Sep 2009 Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sun 27 Sep 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Sat 3 Oct 2009  Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Thu 8 Oct 2009  GB New Issue – Eminent Britons 
Sat 10 Oct 2009  Sale Grammar School, Marsland Road, Sale, Cheshire   10am-4pm  
Sat 17 Oct 2009  Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
Wed 21-25 Oct 2009 Italia 2009 (FEPA), Rome, Italy (UK Commissioner Ri chard West) 
Sat 24 Oct 2009  Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Tue 3 Nov 2009  GB New Issue – Christmas 
Thu 5 Nov –  
Sat 7 Nov 2009  

Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, G reycoat & Elverton Street -  London 
SW1P 2QD Thu 11-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5 

Sat 7 Nov 2009  Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sat 14 Nov 2009  Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Sun 15 Nov 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Sun 29 Nov 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Fri 4-6 Dec 2009 Monacophil, Monte-Carlo 
Sat 5 Dec 2009 Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Sat 12 Dec 2009 Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sat 19 Dec 2009 Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
 


