
 

 
Welcome to the eighth edition of our newsletter!          December 2008 
 
Please note the change of venue and date for the Ph ilatelic Congress of Great Britain in July. 
Unfortunately it has been reported that the Bury so ciety has closed. 
 
We have a bumper What’s On this month, particularly  with the addition of 13 new GB Special Issues for 
2009! With the price rises announced in April, we c ould well get a number of errors of value cropping up 
as in previous years so keep your eyes peeled going  through the kiloware! We also have a very 
informative article from Giovanni. 
 

Ralph Melville  
Stamp Active Competition 2009  
 
 A REMINDER To all children who are entering the St amp Active competition for 2009 that next year’s 
competition will be held at Spring Stampex which is  at the Business Design Centre, Islington from 25th  to 
28th February. Details of the competition and entry  forms are now available from the 
www.planetstamp.co.uk website. Entry forms should b e sent to Mrs Jean Wood by Friday 9th January and 
the competition entries have to be with Richard Wes t by 23rd January. 
 
Royal Mail's handling of Christmas stamps criticise d by senior Church of England figure  
 
A senior member of the Church of England's ruling b ody has criticised Royal Mail over its handling of 
Christmas stamps this year. Dr Christina Baxter, th e chairman of the General Synod's House of Laity an d 
the Principal of St John's Theological College in N ottingham, said the postal service had "totally 
underestimated" public demand for religious stamps.  She claimed customers had been left unable to buy 
the traditional images of Mary and the infant Jesus  because post offices had not been sent enough, and  
added that in some cases staff were unaware of thei r existence. 
 
For the first time this year, Royal Mail has issued  stamps depicting Christian images as well as secul ar 
designs featuring pantomime characters. However the re are only two religious stamps compared with six 
secular ones, and they are only available separatel y and cannot be used to send letters abroad.  
 
Last week The Daily Telegraph disclosed that church  leaders around the country fear the religious stam ps 
could be scrapped altogether because their sales ar e likely to be worse than those of the rival secula r 
designs. Letter writers to this newspaper have also  complained that postmasters and shop assistants ar e 
not stocking the Christian ones, failing to order e nough and even refusing to sell them when they are 
specifically asked for. 
 
Dr Baxter's intervention in the growing row is sign ificant because she triggered a debate in 2004 that  led 
to the Synod demanding that Royal Mail only issue C hristian stamps in future. Last month she said she 
was "delighted" that this year's stamps would inclu de some that recognise Christmas is meant to be 
about celebrating the birth of Jesus. The religious  stamps feature the paintings Madonna of Humility b y 
Lippo di Dalmasio, on the first-class stamp, and Ma donna and Child by William Dyce, on the second-clas s 
stamp. 
 
However she has since become concerned at the numbe r of reports of people who say they have been 
unable to buy the religious designs. Dr Baxter said  this week: "Anecdotally, it looks as if the Post O ffice 
has totally underestimated the demand for Christmas  stamps on the true religious theme of the festival  
that celebrates the birth of Jesus. 
 
"We have heard of Post Offices that denied the exis tence of anything other than pantomime stamps; 
offices that knew about the stamps but had none; of fices that have sold out but been told there were n o 
more; and even one that said everyone wanted the re ligious stamps and no-one wanted the pantomime 
ones. "I hope the Post Office will learn from the n umbers of dissatisfied customers this year and impr ove 
on their marketing for next Christmas." 

Martin Beckford, The Telegraph 



December Meeting  
 
The words “world-class display” were heard from sev eral members at our December meeting when a 
visiting speaker gave a presentation on two subject s; the 1914/15 Ruhleben Internment Camp at Berlin 
during the First World War, followed by a remarkabl e display of the stamps and postal history of the N ew 
Hebrides. 

 

During World War I the German government interned a ll British males 
between the ages of 17 and 55 as prisoners-of-war a t a horse 
racecourse near Berlin. Partly to relieve boredom a nd partly for practical 
reasons, the prisoners organised their own postage stamps and internal 
postal service with roughly 6000 items of mail bein g handled each 
month. 
 
In October 1915 a Berlin stamp magazine published a n article about the 
camp post. This attracted the attention of the auth orities because for 
some years private posts had been illegal in German y. The organisers 
were given solitary confinement and the stamps and equipment 
confiscated. 
 
During subsequent years several unscrupulous indivi duals have 
produced forgeries of the Ruhleben stamps. Our spea ker included 
several of these in his display, but he also showed  one of the few 
remaining genuine sets to survive. 

  
The New Hebrides (now called Vanuatu) comprises abo ut 80 paradise islands in the 
Pacific Ocean between Australia and Fiji. Both Brit ish and French missionaries had 
visited the islands during the mid nineteenth centu ry and our speaker displayed a 
letter from one of the very first - John Williams, who arrived in November 1839 and 
very quickly became a martyr. He was killed shortly  after arrival. 
 
The French were keen to have the islands for their natural resources and for use as 
a penal colony. Inevitably the British were keen to  stop them, but eventually there 
was agreement on joint British and French administr ation. A Joint Naval 
Commission was set up in 1886, to be followed in 19 08 by the establishment of a 
Condominium government.  
 

 
Our speaker Jim Crompton gave a remarkable display of very rare 
material. As for Ruhleben, forgeries of New Hebride s material 
exists and some of these were included in the displ ay. 
 

Alan Dinnis  

This interesting background brought 
some fascinating postal history. 
Stamps were produced by various 
military franchises as well as by the 
Australasian New Hebrides Company 
and the Syndicat Français des 
Nouvelles Hébrides. Stamps from New 
South Wales were also used. 
 
Eventually the French and British 
authorities agreed on joint bilingual 
issues displaying both countries’ 
currencies. Even this wasn’t 
straightforward, with postal 
administration being split between 
Britain, France and the Condominium. 
 

 



Stamps show great British designs   
 

 

Special stamps will have a different theme during e ach month of 2009. Iconic 
British designs including the Mini, Concorde, telep hone box, miniskirt and 
London Underground map feature on a new set of spec ial stamps. The Royal 
Mail said 10 stamps featuring classic British desig ns of the 20th century will 
go on sale on 13 Jan. There will be a different set  for each month of the year.  
 
Sets will celebrate Wales in February, pioneers of the industrial revolution in 
March, the House of Tudor in April and plants in Ma y. Later sets will feature 
mythical creatures such as mermaids, post boxes, em inent Britons, Royal 
Naval uniforms and the fire service. 
 

Julietta Edgar, head of special stamps at the Royal  Mail, said: "Special stamps 
mark unique moments, great anniversaries and vital cultural themes. "Next 
year's programme will take stamps further than befo re with a unique collection 
of fascinating images and subjects. "For many, stam ps are seen as one-inch 
square works of art, and we are confident that the 2009 stamp programme will 
live up to our customers' expectations." 
 
The Royal Mail announced two additional releases ma rking milestones next 
year. The first goes on sale on January 22, three d ays ahead of the 250th 
birthday of Robert Burns. Six jigsaw piece-shaped s tamps celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of Charles Darwin's book On the Origin of Species by Means of 
Natural Selection will come out on 12 February. 

The BBC  
Natal - The History of the Registry of Deeds Office . 
 
When first annexed to the crown Natal was designate d a district of the Cape of Good Hope and legislati on 
for the district was a matter for the Cape Governme nt. On the 7th of January 1846 the Governor of Good  
Hope approved with Ordinance No.2 of 1846 the creat ion of the Deeds Registry Office of Natal in 
Pietermaritzburg.  
 Due to long administrative delays and as well by th e death of 

Lieutenant Governor Benjamin Pine in April 1850, on ly in September 
of the same year embossed revenue stamps and stampe d sheets of 
paper from the Cape were supplied.However from vari ous records 
and correspondences the actual date of issue it is now considered 
the 19th of March 1851. 
 
At the request of the Cape authorities these emboss ed revenue 
stamps were distinguished by writing the word "Nata l" diagonally 
across the face of the Cape embossed value in ink. It should be 
noted that this is an endorsement made prior to the  issue of the 
revenue stamps and stamped sheets, not a cancellati on. So far these 
Natal Provisional revenue stamps have been found al ways un-
cancelled. 

 
The "STAMP/OFFICE" hand-stamp (1857-1875). 
 
By letter patent dated 15th July 1856, Natal was es tablished as a 
separate colony and shortly after we find evidence of the first local 
date-stamp in use in the Natal Deeds Registry. This  hand-stamp 
used on deeds is found always in black ink. The ova l shape of this 
metal hand-stamp is wide 3,5 mm and high 2,8 mm wit h the date 
placed over two lines (month-day/year). 
 
Usually the month is formed by the first three lett ers, with exception 
of May and June that are in full, followed by the d ay and below it the 
year in four digits. The wordings "STAMP" and "OFFI CE" have each 
a full stop after and are found in the inner double  oval. 
 
Natal Ordinance No.3 of 1850 came into effect on th e 1st of July of 
the same year and required for the first time in th e colony, that  



revenue stamps should be now affixed to deeds and l icences. B. Wyon of Regent Street, London, supplied  
twenty-nine steel dies and as well twenty-nine matc hing numbered leather-on-brass counterpart dies. 
They were shipped to the Colony with the Cheshire W itch that arrived in Port Natal (today Durban), on the 
18th of June 1851. By the 10th of September of the same year the press and the die had been set up in the 
Capital, Pietermaritzburg, and were ready for use.  
 
Each die was numbered from 1 to 29 as also each cou nterpart die in order to identify that the correct die 
and counterpart were correctly matched. Revenue sta mps were struck at the request of magistrates, lega l 
practitioners and others, in various format specifi ed by the user. They were struck singly on legal 
documents or in sheets from which single stamps cou ld be cut out and glued to the document as 
required.  
 
It seems that since the first circular canceller wa s used, it was practice that the Registrar of Deed,  Mr. 
George Lamond, use to initial revenue stamps on Dee ds before they were cancelled. The possibility that  
this was done to avoid any inappropriate usage of t he canceller should be taken in consideration and 
therefore this could be regarded as a security meas ure besides as approval for the registration. 
 
Looking at the various embossed revenue stamps issu ed before 1880, it is easy to note that after the i nitial 
laid blue paper, which was used to issue these reve nue stamps, their colour shows a great number of 
shades. It is obvious that each occasion that the p aper-maker had an order, the new stock that he 
delivered to the Registrar of Deed was of different  colour shade. 
 
Dried Embossed Deeds Registry Seal. (1873-1875). 
 
This undated embossed seal consists of the words "R EGISTRAR OF DEEDS AND STAMP OFFICE/NATAL" 
in a double circle of 32mm. overall with the Royal Arms in the centre and a wreath below the outer cir cle. 
This embossed stamp was used not to cancel revenue stamps but possibly to officiate that the document 
was accepted by the Registry of Deed and usually is  found struck at the back of last sheet of the 
document. Incidentally the Cape used a similar seal  that is found also on documents registered during the 
early period of the Union of South Africa or more s pecifically during the so-called "Inter-provincial"  
period. While until now this Natal seal was recorde d on a deed of transfer dated 27 January 1875, rece ntly 
I acquired a document dated 27 November 1873 that h as such embossing. It is quite possible that this k ind 
of seal was perhaps used much earlier then the date s so far recorded. 
 
The "Register of Deeds/Office" oval canceller (1864 -1875). 
 
A similar shaped date-stamp but now with the wordin g in the double inner oval "REGISTER OF 
DEES/OFFICE" was used at least since December 1864 and is found always inside or on the last page of 
the document. It is clear that this was used as an administrative stamp. It is likely that this date-s tamp was 
the precursor of the large circular canceller used to deface revenue stamps on deeds.  
 
The Registrar of Deeds and Distributor of Stamps fo r Natal throughout this period was Mr. S.F. Berning . 
Mr. George Lamond succeeded to Mr. F.S. Berning on the 1st of June 1878 and continued in office for 
many years. In the Civil Service List of 1899 he is  described as Registrar of Deeds, Distributor of St amps 
and Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriag es for the Colony. From the time of his appointment  
the date-stamps and canceller used in the Deeds Reg istry changed frequently and we have very little 
information about the date or the reason for the ch ange. 
 
Manuscript cancellations. 
 
The responsibility of the Registrar of Deed of Piet ermaritzurg was first and foremost, the registratio n of 
ownership of immovable property and of mortgages an d servitude relating to them besides a number of 
other duties. It is interesting to point out that t he Registrar of Deeds prepared deeds of transfers a nd 
mortgage bonds for the public when required to do s o, at a uniform rate of £1 each; however, the reven ue 
stamps on deeds presented only for registration, we re to be cancelled by writing across the face of th e 
stamp the name or initials of the person required b y the law, usually qualified conveyances, and the t rue 
date of defacement. 
 
The first "Registry of Deeds Office/Natal" circular  canceller (1879-1883).  
 
This new canceller is 3.2mm of diameter with the wo rding in the double inner circle reading: "REGITRY OF 
DEEDS OFFICE/NATAL". The slug is the same as the pr evious canceller but with a much thinner font. The 
embossed revenue stamps on white ivory paper, that were issued in January 1880, are often found with 



this type of canceller while values of the earlier issue on azure or blue paper, are more difficult si nce the 
canceller was put into use possibly from 1879. 
 
The "Registry of Deeds Office/Natal" oval canceller  (1884-1893). 
 
Between 1884 and 1893 a new type of canceller was u sed for obliterating embossed values on white paper  
and as well Victorian revenue stamps of the key-pla te and occasionally the Chalon head revenue stamps 
too. This oval rubber stamp is approximately 4cm wi de and 2,4 cm high. Slightly larger cancellations c an 
be found within 0,2mm of difference simply because the pressure applied by officials was clearly diffe rent 
when the document was struck with it. The double ov al reads: "REGISTRY OF DEEDS OFFICE * NATAL * " 
and purple or violet inks were used with this rubbe r hand-stamp. The day is now in line showing 
day/month/year (with only two digits). 
 

 
 
The second "Registry of Deeds Office/Natal" circula r canceller (1888-1891). 
 
The second large circular canceller has been record ed so far between 1881 and 1891. This new rubber 
circular canceller is found mostly in purple ink bu t it is known also in blue ink. The diameter of thi s 
canceller is 3,7mm and the wording "* REGISTRY OF D EEDS OFFICE * and NATAL" are now separated by 
two small Maltese crosses. This canceller and the p revious one was very often used to cancel mostly th e 
Victorian key type issue of 1886. 
 
The second variation type "Registry of Deeds/Natal"  oval canceller (1901-1907). 
 

This large oval canceller is 9,7mm wide and 3,5 mm high with the usual wording "* 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS/NATAL*". Above and below the date line a fancy floral branch 
is placed. Over the years various types of this can celler are also recorded with small 
variations, like stars replaced by Maltese crosses or thin crosses in the inner oval.  
 
In 1901 the small holes type "RD" (Registry Deeds) perfin and as well this canceller 
were apparently used simultaneously. This new perfi n is found not only on late 
Queen Victoria values of the Colonial key-type but mainly on Pre-Union revenue 
stamps of King Edward VII and as well much later on  Georgian Union values. These 
cancellers used up to 1907 are found in purple ink only and were succeed by the 
Natal Square canceller No.5 that was used in conjun ction with the small "RD" perfin 
up to 1917 by the Pietermaritburg Deed Office. 

 
The large holes perforator "RP" Registry of Deeds. (1886-1901). 
 
The date of the introduction of the large-holes per forator is so far unknown but this type of perfin i t is 
found mostly on Victorian Key-plate revenue stamps of the 1886 issue and as well occasionally on 
postage stamp of the period which were used for fis cal purposes. The majority of values are found ofte n 



without cancellations or with manuscript dates, whi ch of course makes it difficult to pin point the ac tual 
date of usage although we can say possibly as earli er as 1886 to 1901.  
 

 

The perfin was used as a canceller and a means to " tie" the revenue stamps to the 
document rather then a security device to inhibit s taff pilferage of the unmarked 
stamps and should one or more stamps become detache d from the document, the 
holes indicate where they had once been correctly s tamped and therefore remain 
legally valid. Both letter "R" and "D" are 16mm tal l and 9mm wide and each 
comprised 10 holes 2mm in diameter; the distance be tween the letters is 5mm. 
 
Given the small size of the revenue stamps one norm ally sees only one letter (not 
necessarily complete or upright) or parts of both, though the large Victorian 5/- 
postage stamp is the only value on which the full d ie can be seen. Because this 
scarce perfin was clearly a precursor to the much m ore common small holes "RD" 
type, the possibility that the same punching machin e was use is quite real 

 
The small holes perforator "RD" and the Natal squar e canceller. (1907-1917). 
 
The small type "RD" (Registry of Deeds) perfin on p re-Union revenue stamps are found mainly on KE VII 
issues, but are also recorded on late Queen Victori a issues of the Colonial key-types. They are found in 
conjunction with two Natal cancellers: 
 

�� The Registry of Deeds oval canceller struck in purp le and used from 1901 to 1907. 
�� The Natal square type canceller No. 5 used from 190 7 to 1917 (the latest date so far recorded). 

 
The latter cancellation with perfin (RD) was widely  used particularly during the Inter-provincial peri od from 
the 31st of May 1910 to the 31st March 1914 during which stamps originally issued by the Colonies were  
valid throughout the Union of South Africa. Georgia n revenue stamps are also recorded with this type o f 
perfm and once again the Pietermaritzburg Natal No. 5 square obliteration was used from the 1st of 
September 1913 to 21st May 1917.  
 
Revenue stamps from Natal, Transvaal, Cape Colony a nd Orange River Colony are know with this type of 
perfm positioned upright and as well sideway readin g downwards. The reason for the two different 
positions is the way the document was fed under the  perforator before the holes were punched. No other  
positions have been seen since the stamps were alwa ys stuck in the top right-hand corner of the 
document and the punch, which had a short 'mouth', was applied from the right or top margin of the 
document.  

The perforated was made of cast iron, 
manually operated, and with a single punch 
set. The photograph shows the punching 
device with its floral decoration in gold on each 
side; it was possibly mounted on a wooden 
base with a catch-drawer to collect the 
"confetti" punched out from the stamps and 
documents.  
 
The base and (possibly) a wooden handle are 
now missing and there is no trace of any 
manufacture's mark. This long-forgotten 
perforator was located in 1991 in the Registry 
Deeds Office in Pietermaritzburg (now KwaZulu 
-Natal) and is no longer operable since the die 
set with the pins has been lost. However, 
according to Mr Brian Dennis, it was still 
identifiable from the holes configuration in the 
base. 

 
After 1910 the various Colonial revenue offices con tinued for a while using the cancellers previously in 
use. A particular distinctive type used in Natal, w hich we can call the Natal square canceller was wid ely 
used up to at least 1920. This cancellation has bee n so far recorded from 1918 to 1920 on Georgian val ues 
without the "RD" perfin. They are all numbered, and  it is therefore theoretically possible to determin ate the 
office, or possibly the counter, where they were us ed. The number appears above the word "REVENUE" in 
the upper quadrant of the cancellation and its size  is 3 square centimetres. Sixty cancellers were in 
operation during this period but so far only 40 hav e been recorded.  



This is a field of study as interesting and challen ging as the search to identify the numeral-coded 
cancellers used by Natal postal agencies. The strik es show a number of interesting varieties, includin g 
inverted slugs or inverted characters in the date -  day/month (three letters) year (two digits) - in t he central 
oval. Occasionally the date is partially omitted. A s the date was supposed to be changed daily, it is clear 
that some official were infected with "Natal fever" . The dates of usage for all these cancellers are o nly 
tentative, as information regarding this aspect has  been collated thanks to the help of many collector s in 
reporting them. New findings or any other additiona l information are always greatly appreciated. 
 
Reference: The Embossed stamps of Natal 1857-1869. Chapter 2, "The revenue stamps and the Dies." E. C.  
Wright Page 8-10. Oct. 1988. 
 
Reference: Natal & Zululand Post - Volume 1, number  I, whole number 1, March   1 1997. "The embossed 
revenue stamps of Natal, 1846 to 1868" - Part I -Jo hnDickson. Page 1-15. "The official revenue 
cancellation" - Giovanni Palazzo. Page 22-23. 
 
Reference: Natal & Zululand Post - Volume I, number  2, whole number 2, June 1997. "The embossed 
revenue stamps of Natal, 1846 to 1868" - Part II -T he dies by B. Wyon of London. John Dickson. P25-35.  
 
Reference: Natal & Zululand Post - Volume I, number  3, whole number 3, September 1997. "The embossed 
revenue stamps of Natal, 1846 to 1868", Part III - (additional dies). John Dickson. Page 49-67. 
 
Reference: The London Philatelist - Volume III, num ber 1301, December 2002. "The First Series of Dies for 
the Embossed Stamps of Natal". - John Dickson. Page  383-389. 
 
Reference: The Revenue Journal of Great Britain - V olume XVI, number I, whole number 61, June 2005. 
"South Africa - Registry of Deeds Perfms" - Giovann i Palazzo. Page 22. 
 
Reference: The Springbok of the South African Colle ctor's Society (GB) - Volume 53, number 1, Jan/Mar 
2005. "Union of South Africa Official Revenue cance llations". Giovanni Palazzo. Page 24-25. 
 
Reference: Natal & Zululand Post - Volume 10, numbe r 4, whole number 40, December 2006. "The Deeds 
Registry at Pietermaritzburg"- John Dickson and Gio vanni Palazzo. Page 128 - 138. 
 
Reference   The Revenue Journal of Great Britain - Volume XVIII, number 2, whole Number 70, September 
2007. Natal - "Registry of Deeds Perfms". Page 45-4 6. 

Giovanni Palazzo 
 

First and second class stamps to rise by 3p Royal M ail announces  
 
The cost of posting first and second class letters is to increase by 3p to 39p and 30p from April, the  Royal 
Mail has announced. The stamp price rises follow in creases last April, when first class stamps rose by  2p 
to the current 36p and second class by 3p to the pr esent 27p. Business customers will see average pric e 
increases of 4.2 per cent, although there will be s maller rises for firms using franking machines and pre-
paid accounts. 
 
The Royal Mail said the increases will add less tha n 5p to the average UK household's weekly expenditu re. 
The Royal Mail said that even after the increases, UK stamp prices would remain among the lowest in 
Europe, while quality of service was among the best . Stamped mail will still be loss making after the new 
prices come into effect, the company added.  
 
Luisa Fulci, Royal Mail's director of marketing ser vices, said: "Stamped mail remains very affordable and 
consumers are still receiving excellent value for m oney - most countries in Europe charge more to deli ver 
less.  "Our over-riding priority must be to safegua rd the currently loss-making six-days-a-week one-pr ice-
goes-anywhere universal service, a task which the c urrent market makes much harder, as big business 
customers choose other forms of electronic communic ations or competing operators instead of 
continuing to subsidise consumers."  
 
The Royal Mail said the change in the way people co mmunicated was accelerating the structural decline in 
market volumes, with the recent Hooper report into the postal market predicting that volumes could fal l by 
between 5 per cent and 7 per cent a year. Around fi ve million fewer letters are being delivered every day 
compared with two years ago. 

The Telegraph 



Cavendish Auctions  
 
Cavendish Auctions have very kindly agreed to let t he Society have an introduction commission on lots 
sold by them. This is deducted from their own commi ssion and in no way affects the amount received by 
the vendor. It would be very much appreciated if wh en anyone submits lots to Cavendish they could 
mention the M & P Society name as having introduced  them. We have already received very useful cheques  
from them and every little helps to pay for the roo m hire, fund extras and keep subscription costs dow n. We 
would very much like to thank them for their suppor t. 
 
The next auctions are on Wed. 28th Jan 2009 and fea ture The Geoffrey Osborn G.M. Collection Of Bermuda  
and Worldwide & Great Britain. Their Postal Auction  Of Philatelic Literature is on Monday 9th Feb 2009 . 
 
They can be contacted at: Cavendish Philatelic Auct ions Ltd., 153-157 London Road Derby DE1 2SY on 
01332 250970 or at http://www.cavendish-auctions.com/  
 
About Our Society  
 
The Macclesfield and Prestbury Philatelic Society w as formed in 1966 to promote stamp collecting in th e 
Macclesfield area of East Cheshire. 
 
The Society is very friendly and informal, with a v aried programme of speakers, displays and society 
evenings. Anybody may join. The annual subscription  is currently £8 (payable in September), which 
includes the cost of coffee and biscuits at meeting s. 
 
The Society runs its own internal packet scheme and  also participates in the packet scheme of the Nort h 
Western Federation of Philatelic Societies, allowin g members to look at a wide choice of stamps and 
philatelic items in their own homes.  
 
Everyone is welcome, regardless of age and from beg inner to expert, as all members benefit from the 
experiences of fellow collectors. 
 
MEETING PLACE: The Heritage Centre, Roe Street, Mac clesfield, Cheshire. Meetings are held upstairs (fi rst 
floor) but a lift is available. The Heritage Centre  has a strictly no smoking policy. 
 
TIME OF MEETINGS: 7.45pm 
 
DATES OF MEETINGS: Mainly the first Monday of each month from September to June. 
 
CONTACT:  Peter Kirk  Tel:  01625 829119  E-mail:  peter@kirk199.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Useful Links for Events etc  
 
ABPS & Whats On:   http://www.ukphilately.org.uk/hw hat.htm 
North West Federation: http://www.nwfedps.org/ 
Macclesfield & Prestbury: http://www.maccweb.org.uk /news/article_142.shtml 
Cavendish Auctions  http://www.cavendish-auctions.c om/ 

Future Programme 2009  

Mon 5 Jan 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Winter Games. 
Mon 2 Feb 2009 Annual General Meeting. This will be  followed by the judging of members’ entries 

for the 9-sheet competition (for the 2009 Autumn Ro se Bowl) and the 16-sheet 
competition. 

Mon 2 Mar 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Rhodesia. 
Mon 6 Apr 2009  Guest speaker who will present a di splay on Great Britain History of the Posts. 
Mon 11 May 2009 Society Evening. Bring along someth ing interesting to display.  
Mon 1 Jun 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Geneva Postal History. 
Thu 16-Sun 19 Jul 
2009 

Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. Hosted by the  North West Federation at 
Copthorne Hotel, Clipper Quay, Salford Quays, Manch ester. This will be the 100th 
Anniversary of the First Congress in Manchester, 19 09. 

Mon 7 Sep 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Japan. 
Mon 5 Oct 2009 Guest speaker who will present a dis play on 1940 Stamp Centenaries. 



What’s On?         Please confirm all events dates and venues with the vendor before travelling! 
Sat 3 Jan 2009  Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Wed 7 Jan 2009  Poynton Meeting - Baden – David Anderson 
Sat 10 Jan 2009  Sale Grammar School, Marsland Road, Sale, Cheshire   10am-4pm  
Sun 11 Jan 2009  Bowdon, Altrincham, Quality Hotel, Langham Road 
Tue 13 Jan 2009  GB New Issue – British Design Classics 
Fri 16 – Sat 17 Jan York Spring Fair, The Grandstand, York  Racecourse Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4 
Sat 17 Jan 2009  Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Sun 18 Jan 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Wed 21 Jan 2009  Poynton Meeting - British Ocean Territory – Godfre y Mellor 
Thu 22 Jan 2009  GB New Issue – Robert Burns 
Sun 25 Jan 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Tue 27 Jan 2009  Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Wed 28 Jan 2009  Cavendish Auction - The Geoffrey Osborn G.M. Colle ction Of Bermuda 
Wed 28 Jan 2009  Cavendish Auction - Worldwide & Great Britain 
Sat 31 Jan 2009  Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Wed 4 Feb 2009 Poynton Meeting - British Railways – Mrs Y. Wheatl y 
Fri 6 – Sat 7 Feb Liverpool 2009 Fair, Liner Hotel, Lord Nelson St, Liverpool 91226 765 069 
Sun 8 Feb 2009  Bowdon, Altrincham, Quality Hotel, Langham Road 
Mon 9 Feb 2009  Cavendish Auction - Postal Auction Of Philatelic L iterature 
Thu 12 Feb 2009  GB New Issue –Darwin 
Wed 18 Feb 2009 Poynton Meeting - Society Competition and Quiz 
Sat 21 Feb 2009 Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmi thy St 01226 765 069 
Wed 25-28 Feb 2009 Stampex,Business Design Centre,52 Upper Street,Isli ngton Green, London,N1 0QH 
Thu 26 Feb 2009  GB New Issue –Celebrating Wales 
Thu 26 Feb – 
 Sat 28 Feb 2009 

Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, G reycoat & Elverton Street -  London 
SW1P 2QD Thu 11-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5 

Sat 28 Feb 2009 Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Sat 28 Feb 2009 Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Wed 4 Mar 2009 Poynton Meeting - Rhodesia Part 1 – John Parkin 
Sat 7 Mar 2009 Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sun 8 Mar 2009  Bowdon, Altrincham, Quality Hotel, Langham Road 
Tue 10 Mar 2009 GB New Issue – Pioneers of the Industrial Revolut ion 
Sat 14 Mar 2009 Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Sun 15 Mar 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Wed 18 Mar 2009 Poynton Meeting - Dutch East Indies – R. Wheatley 
Tue 24 Mar 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Sat 28 Mar 2009 Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Sat 28 Mar 2009 Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Sun 29 Mar 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Wed 1 Apr 2009  Poynton Meeting - 1924-5 Wembley & PUC – Ron Shire s 
Sat 4 Apr 2009 Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow S t 01226 765 069 
Fri 10-16 Apr 2009 China 2009, Luoyang City, Henan Provin ce, China 
Sun 12 Apr 2009  Bowdon, Altrincham, Quality Hotel, Langham Road 
Wed 15 Apr 2009  Poynton Meeting - Franco Prussian Wars – S. Holder  
Sat 18 Apr 2009  Sale Grammar School (NW Federation AGM), Marsland Road, Sale, Cheshire  10-4  
Tue 21 Apr 2009  GB New Issue – The House Of Tudor 
Sat 25 Apr 2009  Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Tue 28 Apr 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Gu ildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Wed 29 Apr 2009  Poynton Meeting - Flags Of The World – Barry Jacks on 
Sat 2 May 2009 Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Wed 6 May 2009 Poynton Meeting - AGM and Auction 
Wed 6–10 May 2009 IBRA ‘09 International Stamp Exhibition, at the “Me sse Essen”, Essen, Germany 
Sat 9 May 2009 WORPEX 2009 Oldbury Park Primary School, Oldbury R oad, St. Johns, Worcester, 

WR2 6AA - 30 dealers - 10:00am to 4:00 pm - 01905 6 40541 or lawherne@fsmail.net 



Sat 16 May 2009 Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Sun 17 May 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Tue 19 May 2009 GB New Issue – Plants 
Wed 20 May 2009 Poynton Meeting - Eastern Europe – Brian Madley 
Sat 23 May 2009 Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
Tue 26 May 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Sat 30 May 2009 Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Sat 30 May 2009 Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sun 31 May 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Tue 16 Jun 2009  GB New Issue – Mythical Creatures 
Wed 17 Jun 2009  Poynton Meeting - GB QE2 Varieties – Ron Phelps 
Fri 19 –  
Sat 20 Jun 2009  

Stafford Stamp Show, Staffordshire County Showgroun d, Ingestre Suite, Weston 
Road, Stafford ST18 0BD  Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4 

Sat 20 Jun 2009  Yorkshire Philatelic Association convention at She ffield 
Sat 27 Jun 2009  Morley Fair, St Mary’s Hall, Commercial Street, Mo rley. Leeds  07808 665 472 
Sat 27 Jun 2009  Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Tue 30 Jun 2009  Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Thu 16-Sun 19 Jul ABPS Congress, Manchester 
Sat 4 Jul 2009  Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Sat 11 Jul 2009 Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoo le Road, Chester 01226 765 069 
Wed 15 Jul 2009  Poynton Meeting - Members Night – 9 Sheets, Your C hoice 
Fri 17 – Sat 18 Jul York Summer Fair, The Grandstand, York  Racecourse Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4 
Sat 18 Jul 2009  Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sun 19 Jul 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Sun 26 Jul 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Tue 28 Jul 2009  Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic Guildhall,  We llington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Sat 8 Aug 2 009 Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hu nts Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Sat 15 Aug 2009  Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
Tue 18 Aug 2009  GB New Issue – Post Boxes 
Sat 29 Aug 2009  Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Tue 1 Sep 2009 GB New Issue – Fire & Rescue Service 
Sat 12 Sep 2009 Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Thu 17 Sep 2009  GB New Issue – Royal Navy Uniforms 
Sun 20 Sep 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Sat 26 Sep 2009 Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sun 27 Sep 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Sat 3 Oct 2009  Formby, Methodist Church Hall, Elbow St 01226 765 069 
Thu 8 Oct 2009  GB New Issue – Eminent Britons 
Sat 10 Oct 2009  Sale Grammar School, Marsland Road, Sale, Cheshire   10am-4pm  
Sat 17 Oct 2009  Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
Wed 21-25 Oct 2009 Italia 2009 (FEPA), Rome, Italy (UK Commissioner Ri chard West) 
Sat 24 Oct 2009  Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Tue 3 Nov 2009  GB New Issue – Christmas 
Thu 5 Nov –  
Sat 7 Nov 2009  

Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, G reycoat & Elverton Street -  London 
SW1P 2QD Thu 11-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5 

Sat 7 Nov 2009  Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sat 14 Nov 2009  Chester, Hoole United Reformed Church. Hoole Road,  Chester 01226 765 069 
Sun 15 Nov 2009  Ormskirk, The Guide HQ, Moorgate 0151 486 2610 
Sun 29 Nov 2009  Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Chapel St, Ormskirk  Rd 01226 765 069 
Fri 4-6 Dec 2009 Monacophil, Monte-Carlo 
Sat 5 Dec 2009 Liverpool, St Columba Church, Hillfoot Road, Hunts  Cross Liverpool 01226 765 069 
Sat 12 Dec 2009 Bilsborrow, Village Hall, On A6 6 miles North of P reston 01226 765 069 
Sat 19 Dec 2009 Middlewich, Community Centre, Civic Way, Leadsmith y St 01226 765 069 
 


