
 

 
Welcome to the seventh edition of our newsletter!      November 2008 
 
We have a full report of the “Macc Oscars” this mon th, detailing the excellent performance of our team  at 
Bolton in the face of fierce competition. A great a rticle from Philip Longbottom on the change of name  
from Constantinople to Istanbul taught me a thing o r two, we have the usual news articles of interest and 
round off with a report from Alan Dinnis of the las t display. Enjoy! 

Ralph Melville 
 
North West Convention, Bolton, Saturday October 25 th Competition Report  
 
 
 
The Annual NWF Convention was again kindly 
hosted by the Bolton Philatelic Society in 
conjunction with the annual stamp fair at Cannon 
Slade School. This central venue has become a 
very popular annual event in the philatelic 
calendar and attended by philatelists from across 
the region.  
 
A selection of the North Western Federation 
competitions are put on display which this year 
attracted 38 entries for the twelve competitions 
and fourteen awards. The judges from Yorkshire 
congratulated all entrants on the very high 
standard in all classes, and the marking was 
extremely tight. Stockport P.S. should be 
congratulated on winning 12/14 of the cups 
presented this year. 
 
 

 
Giovanni Palazzo - Certificate to the Macclesfield & 

Prestbury P.S. on coming 2nd in John Crowther 
Competition. 

 
 

 

 
Fred Mountford  - Certificate of Recognition. 

 

Whilst the majority of cups and certificates were 
awarded at the convention, it was appropriate that 
those of our own members not able to be present at 
Bolton and in the special circumstances of the 
award that the North Western Federation President 
our very own Godfrey Mellor was able to make 
presentations on Nov 3rd at our own society 
meeting. 
 
It was with great pleasure that NWF President 
Godfrey Mellor presented two certificates on the 
evening to Fred Mountford and David Ripley. 
 
Fred Mountford has been our chairman taking over 
on the sudden and unexpected death of John 
Storey in 1992, as well as being Packet Secretary 
from 1982 – 2005 a period of 23 years and remains 
our greatest contributor to this very popular aspec t 
of our Society. It was an award Fred so richly 
deserved. 
 



 
There were some notable successes for the 
Macclesfield & Prestbury Society, coming 2nd in 
the John Crowther Competition where three 
members submitted sixteen page entries on 
different disciplines 
 
Congratulations to Philip Longbottom for his entry 
of Stuviar Postmarks of Holland with an 
outstanding mark of 92. Peter Kirk (71) Lundy 
Puffin’s, and Giovanni Palazzo (70) Revenue 
Stamps of the Union of South Africa. 
 
David Ripley came 2nd in the Tony Bowers Postal 
Stationery class with a very high mark of 80 with 
Swiss Postal Stationery card and was just pipped to  
the post from his good friend from Stockport. 
Leyland Brierley. 
 

 
David Ripley with John Parkin 

Certificate of Recognition. 
 
 

 
Philip Longbottom - Certificate for entry in John 

Crowther Competition. 
 
 

 
 
The thematic competition which always attracts a 
number of entries had two from our Society, both 
on a sporting theme, Cricket the Ashes from Peter 
Kirk coming third and followed closely by Peter 
Scott Football “The Jules Rimet Trophy”.  Peter 
Scott went on to collect the runners up position in  
the Novices Cup which was a true recognition of a 
very good entry. 
 
The nine sheet Rose Bowl competition of nine 
sheets, the entry being the one which wins each 
individual Society’s competition  came 4th this 
being Peter Kirk’s Postage Dues the First Issue wit h 
76 marks. Peter also came 4th in the Arthur Saxon 
Trophy (Traditional Philately) with Pitcairn Island . 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
2008 marked the Diamond Jubilee of the North 
Western Federation and the Federation for the first  
time decided to award special Certificates of 
Recognition to members of local Societies who had 
played a significant part in their respective clubs  
over a long period of time, at a local level. 
 
David Ripley a founder member of Buxton P.S. as 
well as a member of Poynton and here at 
Macclesfield has filled every role most especially at 
Buxton. It was there appropriate that former NWF 
Chairman and Buxton President John Parkin was 
our guest for the evening and to see David collect a 
highly deserved award. 

 

 
Peter Scott - 5th Place Thematic  

Runner Up: Novices 



 
David Ripley - 2nd Place  

Tony Bowers Postal History. Switzerland. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
So as the winter months begin it is time to start t o 
prepare for our Society’s cups in February and to 
start to mount a challenge to our friends at 
Stockport.  The more entries we can put in the 
greater our chances, but finally it is thanks to 
everybody who contributed. 
 

Peter Kirk  

 
Constantinople to Istanbul – A Change of Name  
 
In the West the city at the furthest southeast extr emity of Europe was always known as Constantinople until 
the 1920’s and by the Christian communities in East ern Europe as Constantinopolis or a very similar wo rd.  
As this was rather a long name, the local Greeks us ed the abbreviated Stanpol or corrupted Stampol in 
everyday speech. When the Turks conquered the city in 1453, they continued to use the same name in 
everyday speech.  However “st” is not pronounceable  in Turkish and so they put an “i” before the “st” and 
with corruption of the “p” to “b” and “o” to “u”, t hey came to use the name Istanbul in everyday speec h.  
Note the Turkish language was written in Arabic let ters until the 1920’s.  
 
In official Ottoman circles and for addressing lett ers, the name Der Aliye (Sublime Place) was used al most 
without exception until the 1870’s when Der Saadet (Prosperous Place), a name with less religious 
overtones, began to be used also.  Istanbul began t o appear in official circles after the Balkan Wars and 
was universally adopted during the latter parts of World War I, when Turkish nationalism turned agains t the 
Arabic derived Der Saadet.  Finally in 1928, the La tin alphabet replaced the Arabic alphabet which was  ill 
suited to Turkish because of its paucity of vowel l etters. 
 
The use of these various names is reflected in post marks.  The earliest marks always used Der Aliye, 
followed about 1870 by Der Saadet.  Istanbul made i ts first appearance on a postmark in 1913.  Because  
Latin script using French had to be used on interna tional mail, the Turks introduced bilingual postmar ks 
(Turkish in Arabic script and French) in Istanbul i n the 1860’s but used the French spelling of Stambo ul on 
bilingual marks.  The word Constantinople did appea r on some French only postmarks used only for 
foreign mail.  Bi-alphabetical (Arabic and Latin) T urkish postage stamps appeared in 1926 and Latin 
alphabet stamps and postmarks in 1929.   However so me Arabic alphabet postal stationery items and 
charity stamps printed before 1929 continued to be used up until World War II. 
 
My earliest postal item with the word Istanbul is a  postal tatar’s (messenger) consignment note dated 31 
mayis 66 (= 12 June 1850 Gregorian) where the posta l clerk in Ankara has written Istanbul instead of t he 
normal De Aliye.  See circled word in partial copy below. 
 

 



On pre-philatelic letters negative undated postmark s such as the one shown below for Der Aliye were us ed.  

 
A more common Der Aliye postmark with numerous vari ants used on stamped mail after 1865 is shown 
left below, whilst a variety of the Der Saadet mark s used from the 1870’s is shown right below. 
 

       
 
Initial bilingual marks in Istanbul were used only as receiving date stamps on the reverse of letters.   An 
example of Der Aliye / Stamboul is shown left below  and an example of Der Saadet / Stamboul right belo w. 

      
 
French only marks used a dated Constantinople (left  below) or later an undated Stamboul (right below):  

      
 
Towards the end of the 19th century there were many  Turkish only and bilingual undated Der Saadet 
postmarks such as: 
 

        
 
At the beginning of the 20th century Der Saadet / S tamboul postmarks, Turkish only, French only and 
bilingual, with a bridge containing the date appear  such as: 

       
 



The first postmark to contain the word Istanbul (on ly in Turkish) in this case combined with the Frenc h 
Constantinople rather than Stamboul was a machine c ancel introduced in 1913, but this was only used as  
a backstamp. 

 
 
Other Istanbul postmarks either in Turkish alone or  bilingual using Stamboul also appeared in 1913 and  
subsequent years. Many of these marks continued to be used until after the Republic was declared in 
1923.  Similar bilingual marks but with larger numb ers such as Istanbul 11 were introduced in the earl y 
1920’s.  Representative marks are shown below: 

       
 
Finally in the autumn of 1929, all the old postmark s were retired and only Latin alphabet postmarks we re 
used. Thus the name Stamboul disappeared and only I stanbul was from then used on postmarks. 
 

 
Philip R Longbottom 

 
Lewis Hamilton steps off the podium and on to the p ostage stamp  
 
The Royal Mail is planning to honour Lewis Hamilton ’s Formula One triumph with a commemorative set of 
stamps, The Times has learnt. They are expected to be issued in the new year and mark a huge accolade 
for the youngest driver to win the world championsh ip. 
 
The move is highly unusual not least because Royal Mail’s release schedule for its 2009 stamps has 
already been drawn up. It will also mark a further relaxation of Royal Mail’s policy of not featuring living 
nonroyalty on stamps unless they are part of a larg er group, such as England’s Ashes-winning cricketer s. 
 
Since then, however, a number of living actors, inc luding Dora Bryan and Christopher Lee, have appeare d 
on commemorative issues. A spokesman for Royal Mail  insisted that no decision had yet been taken on 
Hamilton. But he admitted: “It is certainly an idea  which is under consideration.” 
 
Royal Mail receives about 3,000 suggestions every y ear from members of the public with ideas for 
commemorative stamps. More recently, it has been ma king efforts to attract younger fans to stamp 
collecting. Last year, it issued a series of seven stamps depicting the covers of each of J. K. Rowlin g’s 
Harry Potter series of novels, while other recent r eleases have featured the Beatles and James Bond. 
 
However, Royal Mail has also attracted criticism fr om some quarters by resisting demand to launch a 
series of stamps commemorating Britain’s war dead. Britain’s official war artist for Iraq, Steve McQue en, 
has asked Gordon Brown to put pressure on Royal Mai l to issue stamps featuring British troops killed i n 
the conflict. McQueen has won support for the idea from many of the families of soldiers who have been  
killed. 

Ian King, The Times 



Merry Christmas! Released 4 th November  
 

 
 
November Meeting  
 
For our November meeting we welcomed a guest speake r who gave a magnificent display of the postage 
stamps issued by Canada between 1927 and 1937. 
 
This was a period when stamps were recess-printed 
from engravings made by highly skilled craftsmen. 
This production method, coupled with a desire to 
publicise the history and beauty of the country, 
resulted in some issues that are now considered to 
classics of their kind. 
 
But it was not just a simple display of postage 
stamps. Most were on their original covers 
(envelopes), showing each value’s correct postal 
use. Many stamps were accompanied by 
photographs showing the scenes reproduced by 
the engravers.  
 
There were some unusual items, too. One envelope 
was stamped with the cachet “An opening in your 
door would speed delivery”, presumably because 
the house had no letterbox. Another was returned 
marked “Mail to this address is prohibited”. This 
was probably something improper, for example to 
do with betting. 

 
John Parkin explaining his “Canada 1927-1937” 

 

 
 

 
Canada “Bluenose” 

 
Among the stamps shown was this 50-cent value 
issued in January 1929 to celebrate the Bluenose, 
the Grand Banks fishing schooner that from 1921 to 
1938 built a reputation that remains unsurpassed in  
Canadian maritime history, winning outright the 
International Fishermen’s Trophy. It is rightly 
considered to be one of the world’s finest stamp 
designs. 
 
Fittingly for November, the display closed with a 
cover posted on board the SS Montrose, one of a 
number of ships that in 1936 took pilgrims to 
France for the dedication of the Canadian National 
Memorial marking the battle at Vimy Ridge in April 
1917. 

 
Alan Dinnis  

 
Guy Milburn - Kind Bequest  
 
Following the death of Guy Milburn in the Spring of  2007, his family donated to the Society the last 3  
stamps he purchased from Stanley Gibbons, these bei ng from Malaya Johore (2) and Malaya Kedah. 
These cost Guy £70.70 including VAT and postage. 
 
Our thanks and appreciation go to Peter Milburn and  his family for donating these to the Society, whic h 
have subsequently been sold back to Stanley Gibbons  for the sum of £80.  Our thanks go to Nick Ellis a nd 
the team at Stanley Gibbons for their generous supp ort to the Macclesfield & Prestbury P. S. 

Peter Kirk  



About Our Society  
 
The Macclesfield and Prestbury Philatelic Society w as formed in 1966 to promote stamp collecting in th e 
Macclesfield area of East Cheshire. 
 
The Society is very friendly and informal, with a v aried programme of speakers, displays and society 
evenings. Anybody may join. The annual subscription  is currently £8 (payable in September), which 
includes the cost of coffee and biscuits at meeting s. 
 
The Society runs its own internal packet scheme and  also participates in the packet scheme of the Nort h 
Western Federation of Philatelic Societies, allowin g members to look at a wide choice of stamps and 
philatelic items in their own homes.  
 
Everyone is welcome, regardless of age and from beg inner to expert, as all members benefit from the 
experiences of fellow collectors. 
 
MEETING PLACE: The Heritage Centre, Roe Street, Mac clesfield, Cheshire. Meetings are held upstairs 
(first floor) but a lift is available. The Heritage  Centre has a strictly no smoking policy. 
 
TIME OF MEETINGS: 7.45pm 
 
DATES OF MEETINGS: Mainly the first Monday of each month from September to June. 
 
CONTACT: Peter Kirk Tel: 01625 829119 
 
E-mail: peter@kirk199.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Useful Links for Events etc  
 
ABPS & Whats On:   http://www.ukphilately.org.uk/hw hat.htm 
North West Federation: http://www.nwfedps.org/ 
Macclesfield & Prestbury: http://www.maccweb.org.uk /news/article_142.shtml 
 
Future Programme 2008  
 
1st Dec:   Guest speaker who will present a display on  the New Hebrides. 

Future Programme 2009  

5th January:   Guest speaker who will present a dis play on Winter Games. 

2nd February:  Annual General Meeting. This will be  followed by the judging of members’ entries 
for the 9-sheet competition (for the 2009 Autumn Ro se Bowl) and the 16-sheet competition. 

2nd March:  Guest speaker who will present a displa y on Rhodesia. 

6th April:   Guest speaker who will present a displ ay on Great Britain History of the Posts. 

11th May:   Society Evening. Bring along something interesting to display.  

1st June:   Guest speaker who will present a displa y on Geneva Postal History. 

2nd to 5th July:  Philatelic Congress of Great Brit ain. Hosted by the North West Federation at 
Chancellors Fallowfield Manchester. This will be th e 100th Anniversary of the First Congress in 
Manchester, 1909. 

7th September:  Guest speaker who will present a di splay on Japan. 

5th October:   Guest speaker who will present a dis play on 1940 Stamp Centenaries. 



What’s On?  
 
Please confirm all event dates and venues with the vendor before travelling! 
 
If members are aware of any events that should be i ncluded do let me know! 
  
Sat 06 Dec 2008 Middlewich - Middlewich Community C entre, Leadsmithy Street, Civic Way 
Sat 06 Dec 2008 St Thomas' Church Hall, Manchester Rd, Longroyd Bridge, Huddersfield 
Sat 06 Dec 2008 Boley Park Community Centre, Ryknil d St., Lichfield 
Sun 07 Dec 2008 Cresta Court Hotel. Church St, Altr incham 
Wed 12 Dec 2008 Poynton Meeting. Letter W, Bourse &  Christmas Fayre Evening 
Sat 13 Dec 2008 Liverpool - St Columba Church Hall,  Hillfoot Avenue, Hunts Cross 
Sun 14 Dec 2008 Quality Hotel, Langham Rd, Bowden 
Sun 14 Dec 2008 The Chesterfield Hotel, Malkin St.,  Chesterfield 
Sat 20 Dec 2008 Billsborrow - Billsborrow Village H all (6m North of Preston) 
Sun 21 Dec 2008 Cresta Court Hotel. Church St, Altr incham 
Sun 21 Dec 2008 Coal Aston Village Hall, Dronfield,  Sheffield 
Sat 27 Dec 2008 Formby -  Methodist Church Hall, Elbow Lane, off Duke Street  (200yds from Formby 

station) 
Wed 7 Jan 2009 Poynton Meeting. Baden – David Ander son 
Sat 10 Jan 2009 Sale Grammar School, Marsland Road,  Sale, Cheshire  10am-4pm  
Wed 21 Jan 2009 British Ocean Territory – Godfrey M ellor 
Tue 27 Jan 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic  Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Wed 4 Feb 2009 British Railways – Mrs Y. Wheatly 
Wed 18 Feb 2009 Poynton Meeting. Society Competitio n and Quiz 
Wed 25-28 Feb 2009 Stampex,Business Design Centre,52 Upper Street,Isli ngton Green, London,N1 0QH  
Wed 4 Mar 2009 Poynton Meeting. Rhodesia Part 1 – J ohn Parkin 
Wed 18 Mar 2009 Poynton Meeting. Dutch East Indies – R. Wheatley 
Tue 24 Mar 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic  Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Wed 1 Apr 2009 Poynton Meeting. 1924-5 Wembley & PU C – Ron Shires 
Fri 10-16 Apr 2009 China 2009, Luoyang City, Henan Province, China 
Wed 15 Apr 2009 Poynton Meeting. Franco Prussian Wa rs – S. Holder 
Sat 18 Apr 2009 Sale Grammar School (North Western Federation AGM), Marsland Road, Sale, 

Cheshire  10am-4pm  
Tue 28 Apr 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic  Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Wed 29 Apr 2009 Poynton Meeting. Flags Of The World  – Barry Jackson 
Wed 6 May 2009 Poynton Meeting. AGM and Auction 
Wed 6–10 May 2009 IBRA ‘09 International Stamp Exhibition, at the “Me sse Essen”, Essen, Germany 
Sat 9 May 2009 WORPEX 2009 at Oldbury Park Primary School, Oldbury Road, St. Johns, 

Worcester, WR2 6AA - 30 dealers - 10:00am to 4:00 p m - further details: 01905 
640541 or lawherne@fsmail.net 

Wed 20 May 2009 Poynton Meeting. Eastern Europe – B rian Madley 
Tue 26 May 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic  Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Wed 17 Jun 2009 Poynton Meeting. GB QE2 Varieties –  Ron Phelps 
Sat 20 Jun 2009 Yorkshire Philatelic Association co nvention at Sheffield 
Tue 30 Jun 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic  Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Thu 2 – 5 Jul 2009 ABPS Congress, Manchester 
Wed 15 Jul 2009 Poynton Meeting. Members Night – 9 Sheets, Your Choice 
Tue 28 Jul 2009 Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masonic  Guildhall,  Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE  

9.30am-3.30pm   01283 820 151 / 07966 565 151  
Sat 10 Oct 2009 Sale Grammar School, Marsland Road,  Sale, Cheshire  10am-4pm  
Wed 21-25 Oct 2009  Italia 2009 (FEPA), Rome, Italy (UK Commissioner Ri chard West) 
Fri 4-6 Dec 2009 Monacophil, Monte-Carlo 
 


