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Welcome to the new season edition, our fifth, of ou  r newsletter! September 2008

Purely unintentionally, this edition is a little sp icier with a couple of lively news items as well as reports
from our meeting and another interesting article fr om Giovanni. Hope you enjoy!

Ralph Melville

Manx War Issue

Manx soldiers who fought in World War | are
remembered in a commemorative set of stamps
released on the anniversary of the end of the war.

All the stamps show portraits of Manx soldiers,
some of whom were prisoners of war or killed in
action.

Roy Corlett, 2nd Lt, King's Own Yorkshire Light

Infantry was wounded in France in 1916. He spent
the rest of the war in a POW camp at Bad
Colberg.

All the stamps also feature extracts of letters the
soldiers wrote home.
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The BBC

Duck Stamp includes phone-sex humber

The federal government says it has no choice but to reluctantly keep distributing to millions of water fowl
hunters a toll-free phone-sex-service number that f  eatures a breathy woman promising callers that they
can "talk only to the girls who turn you on" for $1.99 per minute.

About 3.5 million federal "duck stamps," featuring artwork by a Plymouth artist, are affixed to a card that
bears the misprinted number, the U.S. Fish and Wild life Service said Wednesday.

All waterfowl hunters age 16 and older must buy and carry the current Migratory Bird Conservation and
Hunting Stamp, commonly known as the duck stamp. Sa les of the stamp raise about $25 million each
year to fund wetland habitat acquisition for the na tional Wildlife Refuge System.

A sheet of stamps with the original
painting by Joe Hautman. The
adhesive version of these stamps
contains a card with an incorrect
telephone number.

A typo turns the annual stamp into a
calling card for a phone-sex service.




Rachel Levin, a Fish and Wildlife spokeswoman, call  ed the misprint, which connects callers to a phone-
sex service, "an unfortunate typographical error" that her agency ‘"really regrets." She adds that the
agency will keep selling the $15 stamps with the na  ughty number because reprinting the card would cost
too much.

The correct number, 1-800-STAMP24 (1-800-782-6724), is for people wishing to order additional duck
stamps. Levin said two digits of the phone number a re transposed on the card that holds the self-
adhesive version of the stamp. That incorrect humbe r, 1-800-872-6724, translates to 1-800-TRAMP24.
Callers to "Intimate Connections" are warned that t hey must be 18 years or older before proceeding.

Levin doubted that the digits were purposely transp osed. "As far as we know," she said, "it was just an
error." The stamps were produced by Ashton Potter Ltd. of Williamsville, N.Y. Messages left with Ashton
Potter's executives were not returned.

Levin said reprinting the cards would cost about $3 00,000, and "that's a lot of money we could be putting
into" conservation. "The stamp is perfectly usable, " she said. "It will just be a lot more interesting for
people now."

There is no similar error involving the type of duc k stamps that require moistening. Both types have b een
on sale since June.

The 75th-edition duck stamp features artist Joseph Hautman's depiction of a pair of northern pintail
ducks. The artwork was chosen last October in a con test.

"Oh, no," Hautman said upon learning of the error. "It's just an accident, | hope." Hautman said he
understands why Fish and Wildlife would not want to pay for reissuing the stamps, but he said he's
unsure whether that is the right decision.

Carlos Gonzalez/Paul Walsh, Star Tribune

The Error World: An Affair with Stamps by Simon Gar field

Stamp collecting is not a sexy hobby. 'There are fe  w philatelist film stars,' concedes Simon Garfield in
this rueful memoir. 'Hollywood child-molesters stan d more chance of rehabilitation.’

But if it isn't sexy, this does not mean thatitha s nothing to do with sex.

As Garfield discovers in his quest to understand wh y he was drawn to stamps as a child (and even more
what made him return to them as a middle-aged marri  ed father of two), collecting is intimately entwine d
with the big themes of life - family, grief, loss a nd, yes, sex.

Who would have guessed? Certainly no one during Gar  field's affluent 1960s childhood in Hampstead
Garden Suburb, where stamp collecting was a hobby e  ncouraged for the very reason that it carried 'no
evidence of nonconformity, or the budding turmoil o f sex'.

Yet big themes soon did intrude on his pleasant wor Id of stamps and occasional trips to see his belove d
Chelsea play, of quiche lorraine and Blue Peter. At 13 he came home from school to meet his brother at
the back door: 'Dad died.'

What had been an absorbing interest now developed i  nto a full-blown obsession.

Garfield's special interest was pre-decimal Queen E  lizabeth Il errors. In layman's language that is Br  itish
stamps of 1952 to 1971 where something has gone wro  ng with the printing.

These are rare and therefore valuable. They also cr eate some intriguing spaces where things are
missing: a stamp commemorating the opening of the P ost Office Tower has no tower; a Red Cross stamp
without a red cross. How appropriate. Freud, as Gar  field reveals, considered collecting a 'compensatio n
for loss'. It is an attempt to 'impose order on cha os', the desire, 'however unattainable, to achieve
completeness, and thus fill a void'.



The error obsession eased and faded by the time he was 20 as other preoccupations - university,
marriage, children, mortgage - interceded, only for it to rear up again in his mid-forties, just as he
embarks on an affair.

The book opens and closes with the image of Garfiel d at his marriage guidance counsellor's, stamp
album under his arm and his marriage in the dustbin

The Error World is thus a confessional memoir, whic h must have set his publishers licking their chops at
the prospect of a Pelzer-style bestseller bonanza. But it is something rather more. 'l also wanted to ask
about a collector's motivation, and in so doing lea rn more about myself.'

To do this he explored the origins of the penny pos t, and of the early collectors - notably Harry Gree  n, 'an
obese millionaire with a cork leg who periodically opened the door of his car in New York's Nassau Str  eet
and made the dealers come to him'.

He talked to lots and lots of stamp people, includi ng Michael Sefi, Keeper of the Royal Stamp Collecti  on.
(Does the present monarch take an interest in her ¢  ollection? 'l think it would be giving a false
impression if one said she did.")

He also tried to make himself feel better about col lecting stamps by hunting down people who collect
weirder stuff - lightbulbs, car air fresheners, cho colate wrappers, shopping lists, airline sick bags (I knew
someone who did this. He became a police inspector)

He tells us about a man called John Freyer who sold his entire life on eBay, including his sideburns,
which ‘went for $19.50 to a man in Pittsburgh who | ater reported he was disillusioned with his purchas e

The Error World is Simon Garfield's ninth book. He pottered along for a number of years turning out sh ort
books on unusual subjects such as professional wres tling and the discovery of the artificial dye mauve ,
until he hit the jackpot with a trilogy based on th e Mass Observation diaries of the 1930s.

The appeal of diaries is their unguarded revelation of habits and outlook that normally remain private ,
and in selecting from his own life Garfield brings to this book the same skills he deployed in the Mas s
Observation books.

It doesn't always work. He is mildly embarrassing o n the subject of his affair, about which he contriv es to
be more nerdy than he does about stamps - 'Up until December 2005, | had never, as far as | can
remember, been kissed passionately on my neck.'

But mostly his judgment is sound. More than that, h e has an Alan Bennettish capacity to make us see
that we are all odd, that it is OK to be odd, that to be odd is human. This is what fills the void.

Aileen Reid, The Telegraph

Queen and Country stamps

A campaign is underway for Royal Mail to publish a series of commemorative stamps featuring British
soldiers who lost their lives in Iraq, including Bu rghfield's Paul Donnachie.

They died for our country - they deserve our apprec iation. So say the parents of a soldier from Burghf ield
who died in Iraq last year. Paul Donnachie was kill  ed on 29 April 2007 by small arms fire during arou tine
patrol in Basra.

Now his dad James is one of a number of people call ing for commemorative stamps of the service
personnel who have been killed on active duty. He s ays: "Paul and his friends, they're great guys are
willing to do anything for anyone. But it's these t ypes of youngsters who are the ones that get forgot ten,
get overshadowed."

Donnachie is not alone. According to a survey by c harity The Art Fund, 66 per cent of people in the
South East think that not enough is being done to r ecognise the sacrifice made by UK troops who have
lost their lives in Iraqg.



The charity is supporting official war artist, Stev e
McQueen, in his call for Royal Mail to issue the
commemorative postage stamps he has created

in his work Queen and Country, each dedicated to

a member of the armed forces who has lost their
life in Irag.

David Barrie, director of The Art Fund, says:
"Through the everyday postage stamp Steve
McQueen has found a deceptively simple but very
moving way to express our complex feelings
about war."

Steve McQueen says: "This work is particularly
important and meaningful for me as it is a

collaboration with the families of the deceased
and potentially with the whole nation."

The BBC

September Meeting

Our new season of meetings got off to a great start  , with a visiting speaker showing aspects of his Ne  w
Zealand collection.

The display commenced with pictorial issues of the fantastic scenery of New Zealand that included
mountains and glaciers, and the series showing the four seasons, which were linked to maps showing
their exact location. This led to the first pictori al definitives, issued from 1895-1907 and showing t he
scenery of the Islands.



Unusual modern items completed the first part of th e display, being advertising stamps which
commercial companies used showing their names, and finally stamps issued by the philatelic bureau for
good customers known as “points stamps”.

The second part commenced with postcards depicting hospital buildings. These are among the most
prominent buildings in New Zealand and were widely photographed around the turn of the last century.
There are some 40 known of Auckland hospital, the k ey point being that in most of these a post office
was established with special postmarks being obtain ed from them. A Sanatorium and the tuberculosis
isolation hospital were shown, which was the inspir ation of the health stamps which were depicted on
covers, and in conjunction with the early publicity material especially the posters.

Our speaker completed his display with a third roun d of postal history on the Ashburton region on the
South Island, where he had visited and played golf against the backdrop of the Southern Alps. There

were some 64 local post offices in this area up to 1920, and examples of stamps and covers from some o f
the very small ones were shown. This made a fascina  ting final round.

Alan Dinnis

The Interprovincial period of revenue stamps in the Union of South Africa.

[ thought that after my last article about thematic collecting | should now write something about reve nue
stamps. Besides collecting postage stamps of the Re public of Italy and as well revenues of the same
period, | have been also collecting South Africanr  evenues since the early '90.

Living in Durban for over 17 years did make much ea  sier my task and although at that stage nottooman vy

people were keen to collect this facet of philately  , on the contrary nowadays is instead very popular. This
article will prove that no matter what you have dec  ided to collect because if you get seriously involv ed
then you will find out not only how much we enjoy t his hobby but above all the history of the country in

guestion that can be found looking at a cancelled r evenue or postage stamp as well.

The Union of South Africa was formed on the 31st Ma  y 1910 from the merger of the Cape Colony, Natal,
Orange River Colony and Transvaal, but the first Un  ion revenue stamps were not available until the 1st

September 1913. During the intervening period, and in practice, for sometime subsequently, the former

States/Provinces issues were valid across the Union and examples of "Inter-provincial usage" - revenue

and postage stamps as well, originally issued in on e territory but actually used in an other are not

particularly uncommon.

The term "Interprovincial" was coined by a South Af rican philatelic writer called Rich, living in the United
States of America. As most had large existing stock s of Revenue and Postage stamps, on the 18* of
August 1910 the new Union Government gazetted encou  ragement for joint, or interprovincial usage, as a
mark of the new unity forged between the four state  s. Government Notice N0.349 of the 15th of August
1910 authorised the usage throughout the Union.

Specialists in this field of study, divided this se ction in five different periods:

1) The Pre-Interprovincial period - well known ast  he unofficial period, which includes any revenue
and postage stamp used before the official period - from the 31st May 1910 to the 17lh of August 1910.

2) The true Inter-provincial period, from the 18th of August 1910 to the 31st August 1913.

3) The Post-Interprovincial period which starts fro m the 1st of September 1913, which is the official
date of the first issue of Revenue stamps for the U nion, until the 31st March 1914.

"In view of the issue of adhesive revenue stamps of the Union of South Africa, notified by Government
Notice of the 6th of September 1913, it becomes nec essary to demonetise or withdraw from the
circulation all prior issues. On and after the 1st of April 1914 all issue of pre-Union revenue stamps will
be regarded as valueless, and will cease to be avai lable for the payment of stamp duties or fees or fo r
any purpose whatsoever. Nor will they will be accep  ted as revenue stamps by any Government Official
except for the purposes of exchange for stamps of t he Union series as hereinafter provided.

Holders of unused revenue stamps of the issues now to be demonetised may apply to any Receiver of
Revenue in the Union for their holdings to be excha  nged for an equivalent face value of the revenue



stamps of the Union series, provide such applicatio n is made within the period provided for in sub-
section (I)(a) of section 4 of the Stamp Duties and Fees Act 1911. namely. twelve months from the date  of
demonetisations."

4) The Super Inter-provincial or the "Two Kings" pe riod includes pre-Umon issues, mostly
Edwardian values, used jointly with the current Uni on issue (Georgian values). This mixed usage, very
attractive from the philatelic point of view, shows clearly the fusion between the four former Colonie s and
the new Union. This period starts from the 1st of S  eptember 1913 to the 31st of March 1914, while
postage stamps were valid up and including to the 3 1st December 1937. Philatelic covers prepared for

the last day of validity with postage stamps from a Il four former Colonies are known as "Sunset Covers "
5) The Provincial period. Any revenue stamp of the four former Colonies, which was used, during
the Inter-provincial and the Post-Interprovincial p eriod, in the Province of issue, strictly speaking may not

be called interprovincial because was not used in a  ny of the other three Provinces and therefore mayb e
called "Provincial".

The next two additional periods are less known but nevertheless two articles were published regarding

these additional periods that form, in my opinion, a significant part of the history of the Union of S outh
Africa.
6) The Pre-Union period. This additional period not ed and recorded only relatively recently (2002),

includes some Union revenue stamps used before the official date of issues, 1st September 1913, in
combination with Colonial revenue stamps or by them selves. This peculiar usage was authorised by the
Secretary of Finance on request of the Office of th e Distributor of Stamp -Pretoria -- as the Colonial
issues were exhausted. The values specifically requ  ested were the 3d, 6d and £1 (blue-grey). These
values can be theoretically found used from the 17t  h of July 1913, which is the actual authorised date to
the 31st of August 1913.

7) Interprovincial Forerunners. This includes reven ue stamps used before the interprovincial period
in a different colony. According to the data so far collected, Colonies started using mixed revenue
stamps, and occasionally postage stamps for fiscal purposes, at least 17 years before the so called
"Interprovincial period" and although mostly are fo und used on banking documents and as well on some
Government official forms, like for example permits , they are not easy to come by. This section starts
from 1893, which is so far the earliest date of use recorded and of course to the 30th of May 1910.

An approximate guide list in order to establish the relative scarcity of these revenue stamps inter-
provincially used could be attempted, but it should be mentioned that not always a revenue stamp used
in another Province is related to scarcity. As supp lies of Pre-Union revenue stamps were startingtor  un
out, a large stock from the Transvaal was reprinted as provisional to fill temporary the shortage and that

is why are more common that other Colonial issues u sed during this period.

On the other hand, the wide usage in the four Provi  nces, during the so called, broadly speaking, "Inte r-
provincial period" has given a great number of inte resting and unusual combinations, making this
specialised section more attractive to collectors.

Finally we must also remember that since its format ion in 1910, the Union of South Africa has been
through a lot of political and geographical changes , giving territorial independence to a certain numb er
of new states. For example the Provincial usage of Cape of Good Hope revenue stamps cancelled in
Umtata are to be considered as forerunner of the Tr  anskei and therefore they may be called besides
"Provincial"* also "Homeland Forerunners". This of ¢ ourse must be applied also to any other homelands

as well. Hoping that this short article has given n ot only to specialist's collectors some new or addi tional
information, but also a guide-line to any one that may decide to gel stuck into this fascinating perio d.
Your in-put in this matter will be highly appreciat ed.

References:

G. Palazzo The Springbok - The Revenue stamps of th e Union of South Africa. April/June 2002, Vol.50
No2 pp24-26. (Awarded the Wick medal for the besta rticle/s published by members)

G. Palazzo The Revenue Journal - South Africa - The Interprovincial Forerunners. December
2006.Vol.XVII No3, Whole No. 67.

Giovanni Palazzo



Guernsey French Stamps

A set of stamps have been produced to celebrate Gue  rnsey's own language.

Local designer  Chris
Griffiths, of Two Degrees
North, was behind the
look of the stamps which
use words and phrases
such as 'Banjour' and 'A
la perchdine'.

Chris  consulted local
expert Hazel Tomlinson to
capture the essence of
Guernsey French in six
well-known words and
phrases.

Guernsey Post's Sales and Marketing Director Greg Y  eoman said, "We have been keen to bring out a
stamp issue commemorating Guernsey French for some years... the ideal opportunity to take a modern
look at our unique language.”

"While Guernsey French is no longer the language of day-to-day communication, its link to our social
history makes it of interest to international stamp collectors as well as islanders," he added.

The six stamps released on sale range from the 34p A la perchdine' right through to the 74p 'L'affair e va-
t-alle’ and are on sale from all Guernsey Post bran  ches.
The BBC

Packets

Gordon is as keen as ever to get more packets into the circuit but until the existing packets are retu rned it
is difficult to release more due to the problem of control. Please could all members do their best to keep
them circulating as quickly as possible. We would a Iso like more packets from members and | am well
aware that | need to put some in as well!

Members Interests

We would like to put out an updated list of members interests as soon as possible. People’s tastes
change and new areas are found to be explored. You may find a home for that obscure piece of postal
history or collection you have been stuck with for years!

Comments Welcome

Any articles, letters & suggestions gratefully rece ived! Please feel free to let me know you comments,
either by email or by letter and | will endeavourt o include them in the next edition.

| can be contacted at: ralphmelville@hotmail.com or on 07970 636667



About Our Society

The Macclesfield and Prestbury Philatelic Society w  as formed in 1966 to promote stamp collecting in th e
Macclesfield area of East Cheshire.

The Society is very friendly and informal, with a v aried programme of speakers, displays and society
evenings. Anybody may join. The annual subscription is currently £8 (payable in September), which
includes the cost of coffee and biscuits at meeting S.

The Society runs its own internal packet scheme and also participates in the packet scheme of the Nort  h
Western Federation of Philatelic Societies, allowin g members to look at a wide choice of stamps and
philatelic items in their own homes.

Everyone is welcome, regardless of age and from beg inner to expert, as all members benefit from the
experiences of fellow collectors.

MEETING PLACE: The Heritage Centre, Roe Street, Mac clesfield, Cheshire. Meetings are held upstairs
(first floor) but a lift is available. The Heritage Centre has a strictly no smoking policy.

TIME OF MEETINGS: 7.45pm
DATES OF MEETINGS: Mainly the first Monday of each  month from September to June.
CONTACT: Peter Kirk Tel: 01625 829119

E-mail: peter@kirk199.freeserve.co.uk

Useful Links for Events etc

ABPS & Whats On: http://www.ukphilately.org.uk/hw hat.htm
North West Federation: http://www.nwfedps.org/
Macclesfield & Prestbury: http://www.maccweb.org.uk /news/article_142.shtml

Future Programme 2008

6™ Oct: Guest speaker who will present a display on GB Pre Machin Decimal Coils.
3" Nov: Guest speaker who will present a display on Canada 1927-1937.
1* Dec: Guest speaker who will present a display on the New Hebrides.

Future Programme 2009

5th January: Guest speaker who will present a dis  play on Winter Games.

2nd February: Annual General Meeting. This will be followed by the judging of members’
entries for the 9-sheet competition (for the 2009 A utumn Rose Bowl) and the 16-sheet competition.

2nd March: Guest speaker who will present a displa  y on Rhodesia.

6th April: Guest speaker who will present a displ ~ ay on Great Britain History of the Posts.
11th May: Society Evening. Bring along something interesting to display.

1st June: Guest speaker who will present a displa  y on Geneva Postal History.

2nd to 5th July: Philatelic Congress of Great Brit  ain. Hosted by the North West Federation at

Chancellors Fallowfield Manchester. This will be th e 100th Anniversary of the First Congress in
Manchester, 1909.

7th September: Guest speaker who will presentadi  splay on Japan.

5th October: Guest speaker who will present a dis  play on 1940 Stamp Centenaries.



What's On?

Please confirm all event dates and venues with the

If members are aware of any events that should be i

vendor before travelling!

ncluded do let me know!

Sat, 11 Oct 2008

Sale Grammar School 40th Anniversa
Cheshire 10am-4pm

ry of M&DPTA, Marsland Road, Sale,

Tue, 14 Oct 2008

GB New Issue Women of Distinction

Sat, 18 Oct 2008

Formby - Methodist Church Hall, Elbow Lane, off Duke Street
station)

(200yds from Formby

Sat, 25 Oct 2008

Bolton Stamp Fair & North West Fed eration Annual Convention, Canon Slade
School, Bradshaw Brow, Bolton from 10 am to 4 pm

Tue, 28 Oct 2008

Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masoni ¢ Guildhall, Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE
9.30am-3.30pm 01283 820 151 /07966 565 151

Thu, 30 Oct 2008 to

Sat, 01 Nov 2008

Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, G
LONDON Sw1

reycoat & Elverton Street,

Sat, 01 Nov 2008

Middlewich - Middlewich Community ~ Centre, Leadsmithy Street, Civic Way

Sun, 02 Nov 2008

Wigan, Pemberton Masonic Hall, Cha pel Street, WN5 8JP (A577) 10am-4pm 01226
765 069

Tue, 04 Nov 2008

GB New Issue Christmas 2008

Thu, 06 Nov 2008

GB New Issue Lest We Forget

Sat, 08 Nov 2008

Liverpool - St Columba Church Hall , Hillfoot Avenue, Hunts Cross

Fri, 14 Nov 2008 to
Sat, 15 Nov 2008

Leeds Philatelic Society Annual Stamp Fair at Pudse vy Civic Hall - Dawson's
Corner, Junction of Ring Road A6120 and Bradford Ro  ad A647. Near New Pudsey
Railway Station Friday 11.00am-6.00pm - Saturday 1 0am-4.30pm

Sat, 22 Nov 2008

Bilsborrow - Billsborrow Village H  all (6m North of Preston)

Tue, 25 Nov 2008

Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masoni ¢ Guildhall, Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE
9.30am-3.30pm 01283 820 151 /07966 565 151

Sat, 29 Nov 2008

Chester - Hoole Hall Hotel, Warrin  gton Road, Hoole

Sun, 30 Nov 2008

Ormskirk - Guide HQ, Moorgate

Sat, 06 Dec 2008

Middlewich - Middlewich Community  Centre, Leadsmithy Street, Civic Way

Sat, 13 Dec 2008

Liverpool - St Columba Church Hall , Hillfoot Avenue, Hunts Cross

Sat, 20 Dec 2008

Billsborrow - Billsborrow Village Hall (6m North of Preston)

Sat, 27 Dec 2008

Formby - Methodist Church Hall, Elbow Lane, off Duke Street
station)

(200yds from Formby

Sat, 10 Jan 2009

Sale Grammar School, Marsland Road , Sale, Cheshire 10am-4pm

Tue, 27 Jan 2009

Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masoni ¢ Guildhall, Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE
9.30am-3.30pm 01283 820 151 /07966 565 151

Tue, 24 Mar 2009

Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masoni ¢ Guildhall, Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE
9.30am-3.30pm 01283 820 151/ 07966 565 151

Sat, 18 Apr 2009

Sale Grammar School (North Western ~ Federation AGM), Marsland Road, Sale,
Cheshire 10am-4pm

Tue, 28 Apr 2009

Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masoni ¢ Guildhall, Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE
9.30am-3.30pm 01283 820 151 /07966 565 151

Tue, 26 May 2009

Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masoni ¢ Guildhall, Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE
9.30am-3.30pm 01283 820 151 /07966 565 151

Tue, 30 Jun 2009

Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masoni ¢ Guildhall, Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE
9.30am-3.30pm 01283 820 151 /07966 565 151

Tue, 28 Jul 2009

Stockport Midweek Fair, The Masoni ¢ Guildhall, Wellington Road South, SK1 3XE
9.30am-3.30pm 01283 820 151/ 07966 565 151

Sat, 10 Oct 2009

Sale Grammar School, Marsland Road , Sale, Cheshire 10am-4pm




