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Rules & Constitution

1.NAME

The name shall be “The North Western Federation of Philatelic Societies”

2.THE OBJECTS OF THE FEDERATION SHALL BE

To bring together the Philatelic Societies in the area

To foster development of those Societies and to help in the promotion of new Societies

To create friendship and understanding between all affiliated Societies

To further the exchange of visits and displays

To promote Conventions and Exhibitions in conjunction with affiliated Societies

To promote and encourage study circles

To form a panel of those speakers willing to give talks and / or displays, and to circulate, from time to time, lists of such speakers.

To circulate an exchange packet among members of the affiliated Societies

To further the interests of philately in any other manner

3.MEMBERSHIP

(a)
Membership of the Federation shall be open to any Philatelic Society in the area approved by the Council, at present the counties of Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Lancashire, Merseyside, the High Peak of Derbyshire and North Wales Coast.

(b)
Any Society desirous of ceasing affiliation shall give notice in writing not less than three clear months before the end of the current financial year, to the Honorary Secretary Federation, and no part fees or subscriptions already paid shall be returnable.

(c) 
Any Society whose subscription has been in arrears for two financial years shall be deemed to have ceased to be affiliated to the Federation.

4. MANAGEMENT

The affairs of the Federation shall be conducted by the President, the Council and the Executive Committee and Officers of the Federation.

The Council shall consist of Delegates appointed by each Society, the Officers of the Federation and the immediate past Chairman of the Federation.

The appointed Delegates shall be on the basis of one delegate for every fifty members or part thereof, with a maximum of three delegates from any one Society.

The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairman of the Federation, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and Committee Members.

The Officers of the Federation shall consist of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Packet Superintendent, and all others listed under “Officers of the Federation” in the Federation Handbook.

The Council shall appoint from among the members such Sub-Committees as it shall deem necessary and expedient, and may depute or refer to them such of its powers and duties as it may determine.

The dignity of President shall be conferred annually upon a distinguished member of an affiliated Society.  The President shall, ex-officio, have the right to attend any meetings of the Council, Executive Committee, or any Sub-Committee.

The Societies whose delegates are appointed as Officers shall have the right to nominate an alternative delegate, in which case the Officer concerned shall automatically cease to be a delegate.

Members of affiliated Societies who are not members of the Council may attend Council meetings but may not speak unless invited to do so.

The Council and Executive Committee shall have the power to co-opt members in an advisory capacity.

5. THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the Council shall be held not later that 31st May.

At least 21 days written notice of such a meeting shall be given, published in the March edition of FedLet.

Nominations for election of Officers will be accepted at or before the Annual General Meeting, but notices of motions to be moved at an Annual General Meeting shall be notified to the Secretary of the Federation not less than 28 days before the date of the Annual General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting shall confer the honour of the President and shall elect the Officers and the Executive Committee for the ensuing year.

6. OTHER MEETINGS

The number of meetings annually shall be not less that 2 and not more than 4, including the Annual General Meeting.

14 days written notice shall given to all members of the Council of all ordinary meetings.

The Council shall have power to fill any vacancies that may arise between Annual General Meetings.

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Council may be called at the written request of not less than 7 members of the Council.  14 days written notice shall be given of this meeting, which shall be called by the Honorary Secretary within 28 days of the written request.

7. QUORUM

The Quorum for any Council meeting shall be not less than 10 delegates, including the Officers.

8. VOTING

Voting at Council meetings shall be by show of hands or by ballot at the discretion  of the Chairman.  All Officers except the Chairman shall have a right to vote, but the Chairman shall have a casting vote in the case of a tie.  Except as provided in Rule 10(b), any resolution or election shall be decided by a majority of votes.

9. FINANCE

The financial year shall end on the 28th February in each year

The annual subscription payable by affiliated Societies shall be determined from time to time by the Annual General Meeting or by an Extraordinary General Meeting.

Subscriptions shall become due on 1st September each year, based on the previous season’s membership, and payable in advance.

The Federation shall cause its accounts to be regularly entered in proper books, and the balance sheet shall be laid before the Annual General Meeting.

The Council shall be authorised to reimburse the whole or part, at their discretion, of reasonable expenses incurred by the President and Officers, members of the Council and of any Sub-Committees on Federation business, such as postage, printing, the transport of frames etc, but excluding travelling expenses to and from meetings of the Federation.

10. RULES

The rules may only be amended at the Annual General Meeting, or at an Extraordinary General Meeting called for that purpose.

No amendments of these rules shall be deemed to be carried unless the number voting in favour is not less than two thirds of those present and entitled to vote.

Notification of any amendment to these rules shall be given in writing to the Secretary of each affiliated Society within 28 days of the passing of such amendment.

The Chairman shall be the sole authority for the interpretation of these rules, and the decision of the Chairman upon any question of their interpretation, or upon any matters affecting the Federation and not provided for by these rules, shall be final and binding on the affiliated Societies.

11. GENERAL

The Council shall have the power to act in all matters not covered by the foregoing rules and shall have the custody and control of all property which may be acquired in connection with, and of all gifts and bequests to, the Federation.

The Council shall be authorised to delegate any of the powers, conferred by the foregoing rules, to the Executive Committee.

Structure of the Federation

PRESIDENT

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Packet Superintendent, Fedlet Editor, Committee Members

THE COUNCIL

The Officers of the Federation

The Immediate Past Chairman

The Society Delegates

Awards

INTERNATIONAL AWARDS

Signatory to the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists

1960
J Alfred Birch

Sir Athelstan Caroe CBE

NATIONAL AWARDS

The BPF Congress Medal

J Steele-Higgins

TH Wilcox

The BPF Award of Merit

AG Nelis

M Saing

MP Birks

Dr AM Goodbody

M Leonard

D Jones

J Smith

D cooper

AV Jones

Alan Randall-Jones

John Crowther

Leslie Parks

J Miller

FEDERATION AWARD

The Federation Gold Medal is awarded both to Officers of the Federation whose service to the Federation is worthy of note, and collectors who have served philately in the North West and have supported the efforts of the Federation.

Michael P Birks

Donald Clark

Anthony Goodbody

Michael Leonard

Leslie Parks


Michael Sanig

Jeffrey C Smith

Derek Jones

Walter Shoton


Adrian H Jones (1998)

Derek Cooper (1998)

John Crowther (2000)

Alan Randall Jones (2000)
Peter Kirk (2000)

Alec Marshall (2000)

Beryl Jones (2005)

Gerald Jones (2005)


The Association of British Philatelic Societies (ABPS)

ABPS is an Association of the Philatelic Federations and Societies in the British Isles.  It is this country’s National Philatelic Association.

ABPS:

Provides workshops locally on various aspects of the hobby

Via its journal “APBS News”, publicises philatelic events at local and national level, reports on developments within philately, and encourages the expression of views on the state of the hobby.

Provides a yearbook, which serves as the principal means of contact between ABPS and philatelists.

Seeks to obtain special terms for its members in various aspects of philately

Offers support and advice in connection with Society / Federation events if necessary

Assists in the organisation of an annual Congress, which acts as a national focus point for philately in this country.

In addition to Societies and Federations, individuals can join ABPS as patrons or friends of philately.  Although patrons and friends have no voting rights, they are free to express opinions through “APBS News” and the APBS AGM.  Patrons and friends will receive the “APBS Yearbook” and they can take advantage of all other services provided by ABPS for its membership.

ABPS can provide a worthwhile service to its membership only if as many Societies, Federations and individuals as possible join and offer financial support.  To help in this process, members of the ABPS Executive Committee (who can be contacted via the ABPS General Secretary, see below) are happy to attend Society / Federation events by invitation, to provide more information about ABPS.

Exchange Packet Rules

GENERAL

Only those members who wish to will receive the Packet.  An undertaking to accept full responsibility for minors must be given by a parent or guardian.

When the Packet is returned by post to the Honorary Federation Packet Superintendent, the Section Packet Superintendent must obtain a certificate of posting.

VENDORS

Material for the Packets will be welcomed from members and non-members.  Items should measure not more than 8.5” x 5.5” and be enclosed in an adequate presentable and protective cover to avoid damage to the contents.

Stamps, etc, must be mounted on one side of the sheet only, be FIRMLY AFFIXED (plastic-type strip does not always hold stamps in place, and if used should also be held by adhesive tape), and the selling price clearly indicated ABOVE the item.  Blank spaces or spaces where items have been removed must be clearly indicated.

The Federation will insure all material whilst in the care of the Honorary Packet Superintendent, and will offset the cost against vendors.  Under no circumstances will the Federation be responsible for any loss not covered by this Insurance or the debts of members or contributors.  In case of dispute the decision of the Council will be final.

A fee of 15% will be charged on all sales for Federation funds and insurance.

Vendors are required to pay for postage on all returns, and should note that, at present, vendors’ material being sent to them is not insured by the Federation.

MEMBERS

Upon receipt of a Packet, it is advisable to look through each book, etc, however briefly, for anomalies such as missing items.  Any member finding an unsigned space must at once notify the preceding member and/or the person responsible for circulating the Packet, and mark up the blank sheet accordingly.  The preceding member may be held responsible for the missing item(s).  It is incumbent upon the respective Society to make good any loss so incurred.

Material or sheets must not be defaced by casual remarks or signs.  If a definite error, i.e. wrong classification or damage is observed, the facing page should be suitably endorsed and signed with a legible signature.

Members purchasing items must sign each space with a LEGIBLE SIGNATURE (not initials) or name stamp.

ALL details on the advice note must be FULLY completed.

When the Packet is delivered to the next member, a receipt must be obtained on the advice note and sent at the earliest opportunity to either the Federation Packet Secretary or the Section Packet Secretary.  It the Packet is posted, member-to-member, a receipt of posting must be obtained and sent with the advice note.

Members should examine the Packet and pass it on as quickly as possible, say within three days.

PACKETS

These will be circulated when enough material is received.  All names will be arranged to facilitate delivery by hand, and the order rotated to ensure equitable treatment.

The Packet Secretary has absolute discretion to accept or refuse material, and to withhold the Packet from any member.

Any member who does not conform to these rules will be liable to removal from the circulation list

Competitions

The General Rules

The competitions shall be held annually, and be confined to members of Societies affiliated to the North Western Federation of Philatelic Societies.  Entries must be the property and sole work of the entrant, and be submitted in the entrant’s name.

A winning entry (i.e. place first) may not be entered again for three years, except the winner of the Novices’ Trophy, who may enter the other senior competitions in any subsequent year and then be subject to those rules.

Entries must be mounted on sheets whose dimensions do not exceed 24 cm by 29 cm, and placed inside protective covers whose dimensions do not exceed 25 cm by 29 cm, and placed inside protective covers whose dimensions do not exceed 25 cm by 30 cm.

Entries must be with the Secretary, as notified in Fedlet, prior to the date of competition, for judging purposes.  It will be the responsibility of exhibitors to collect or to arrange collection of their entries around 1500 hours on the date of the competition, which is usually at a convention.  Should any entry not be collected, and alternative arrangements not made with the Secretary, it will be returned by the most appropriate means and the exhibitor will be liable for all costs incurred by the Federation.

The judges will have the right to transfer an entry from any competition to another, if in their opinion it has been incorrectly entered.

All sheets should be numbered on the back.  It may not be possible to display all sheets, in which case nine will be displayed.  The exhibitor is requested to circle the number of the nine sheets to be displayed, or these will be selected by the organisers.

An entry may be entered in one category only, at any one Convention

The trophies shall remain the property of the Federation, shall be held by the winners for a period of 12 months, and kept in good condition by them.  They shall be produced to the Federation upon request and shall not be loaned for exhibitions or any other purpose without the prior consent of the Federation

Judges shall be appointed by the Executive Committee of the North Western Federation

These General Rules shall apply to all competitions organised by, or on behalf of, the North Western Federation of Philatelic Societies.

The George Thorpe Postal History Trophy

The trophy shall be awarded for entries of a postal history nature (except those which might be better classified under aerophilatelic, thematic or junior classes), which should consist of material ranging from pre-adhesives entries and letters up to stamped or stampless covers of the present day.

The General Rules shall apply

The entry shall consist of 16 sheets

The judges shall award marks for each entry within the following maxims:

Presentation







15

Condition







15

Rarity








10

Treatment







20

Importance







5

Philatelic and related knowledge, personal study and research
35

Note: rarity refers to the number existing and the difficulty in obtaining items and NOT to their monetary value.

PAST WINNERS

1976 JB Summers

1977 RIC Holland FRPS,L

1978 D McKenzie

1979 JJ Howard

1980 JG Stonehouse

1981 Mrs KD Barnes

1982 F Ikin

1983-4 Rev Dr W Parkes

1985 SR Ellis

1986 P Vaughan

1987 No competition

1988 WG Sexton

1989 WD Hogg

1990 G Moss

1991-2 Not awarded

1993-4 Mrs S Greenwood

1995 WD Hogg

2002 S Ellis

The Aerophilatelic Trophy

The trophy shall be awarded to a study of philatelic material prepared for and conveyed by airmail, whether official or unofficial, and may contain items commemorating aerial meetings and events.  Relevant advertisements, photographs, notices, press cuttings, maps, leaflets, and so on, may be included as are absolutely necessary, as may autographed letters relating to aero-postal history.  Displays, which consist solely of airmail stamps, will also be judged in this class.

The General Rules shall apply

The entry shall consist of 16 sheets

The judges shall award marks for each entry within the following maxims:

Aerophilatelic knowledge and personal research


30

Importance of the exhibit and special features


20

Relative condition






15

Rarity







15

Presentation, write-up and general appearance of the exhibit
20

Note: Rarity refers to the number existing and the difficulty in obtaining items and NOT to their monetary value.

The Arthur Saxton Trophy

The trophy shall be awarded for principally the study of a stamp or stamps of any country.  Entries may be of any period of time, and can be specialised or non-specialised, feature studies including plating, and include postal stationary, proofs and essays.

The General Rules shall apply

The entry shall consist of 16 sheets

The judges shall award marks for each entry within the following maxims:

Presentation







15

Condition







15

Rarity








10

Treatment







20

Importance







5

Philatelic and related knowledge, personal study and research
35

Note: Rarity refers to the number existing and the difficulty in obtaining items and NOT to their monetary value.

PAST WINNERS

1961 F Chadwick

1962 JW Syddall

1963-5 JD Gregson

1966 JW Sydall

1967 JD Gregson

1968 TH Wilcox

1969-70 J Crompton FRPS,L

1971 A Glazier

1972 K Ashworth

1973 Rev W Parkes

1974 No competition

1975 C Hindle

1976 D Parkes

1977 PJ Markham

1978 MP Birks FRPS,L

1979 D McKenzie

1980 A Totten

1981 JB Irving

1982 MP Birks FRPS,L

1983 B Needham

1984 A Totten

1985 Not awarded

1986 P Aveyard

1987 A Randall-Jones

1988 No competition

1989 JC Smith

1990 S Nansen

1991 J Fryer

1992 G Sherman

1993 FC Hartlebury

1994 Not awarded

1995 S Nansen

2002 GB Fielding

The Rose Bowl Inter-Society Competition

EACH AFFILIATED society shall allow at least one evening during each season for short papers and displays by members which shall be judged on their merits within the Society; the best of which shall then be forwarded to the North Western Federation (by a specified date which shall be made known to all affiliated Societies) on behalf on that Society, for entry into the Rose Bowl Competition.

The competition shall be held annually, confined to members of Societies affiliated to the North Western Federation, and limited to one entry from each Society, that being the winner of the Society’s own competition.

The General Rules shall apply.

Each entry shall consist of 9 sheets selected from the winning Society entry.

Each entry shall indicate on the entry form whether or not is basically:

a study of a stamp or stamps

postal history

thematic

and will be judged according to the mark allocation for the senior trophy of the same name.

The Ladies Trophy

The Ladies Trophy shall be awarded to the entry submitted by a lady in any competition, which, in the opinion of the judges is the most worthy.

PAST WINNERS

1977 Mrs M Gall

1978 Mrs C Billingham

1979 Not awarded

1980 Mrs M Cox

1981 Not awarded

1982 Mrs S Greewood

1983 Mrs T Wilson

1984-88 Not awarded

1989-90 Mrs G Hall

1991-92 Mrs S Greenwood

1995 Mrs B Jones

1999 Mrs M Weir

2000 Mrs B Jones

The Junior Trophies

The Junior Trophies shall be awarded to all exhibitors up to the age of 18, (although the entries of exhibitors up to 14 years of age re judged separately), the age of exhibitors being reckoned on the day of the Convention.

The Junior Rosebowl (Junior A) shall be awarded to the winning exhibitor aged between 14 and 17 years of age

The Harry Cope Cup (Junior B) shall be awarded to the winning exhibitor aged under 14 years of age

The General Rules shall apply

The entry shall consist of 9 sheets (Junior A) or 6 sheets (Junior B)

The judges shall award marks for each entry within the following maxims:

General impression (including mounting and arrangement)


40

Basis and development of the collection




20

Relative condition of stamps and postmarks and knowledge of philately
40

PAST WINNERS

Junior A (14-17) Junior Rosebowl

1969 M Sass

1970 AJ Holborn

1971 C Worth

1972 CF Hart

1973 MD Holborn

1974-75 No competition

1976 C Roberts

1977 Not awarded

1978 No competition

1979 J Stackhouse

1980 No competition

1981 J Stackhouse

1982 SLR Roberts

1983-84 C Howitt

1985 No competition

1986 No competition

1987-94 No competition

Junior B (Under 14) Harry Cope Cup

1969 M Gallacher

1970 M Scholes

1971 CF Hart

1972 A Cokson

1973 GR Foster

1974-75 No competition

1976 C Billingham

1977 JM Dudley

1978 J Stackhouse

1979 No competition

1980 S Davies

1981 SLR Roberts

1982 No competition

1983-84 L Howitt

1985 Not awarded

1986 R Vaughan

1987-94 No competition

The Novices Trophy

The Novices Trophy shall be awarded to an entry, of whatever subject or discipline, no part of which has ever before been placed in any competition above Society level, and the entrant never before to have been placed above Society level.

The General Rules shall apply

The entry shall consist of 16 sheets

Each entry shall indicate on the entry form into which discipline the entry is to be placed.  It will then be judged according to the mark allocation for the senior trophy of that discipline.

PAST WINNERS

1981 J Butcher

1982 WG Sexton

1983 A Francis

1984 A Ackerley

1985 SR Ellis

1986 P Aveyard

1987 No competition

1988 P Jackson

1989 S Nansen

1990 J Fryer

1991-94 Not awarded

1999 M Weir

The Thematic Trophy

The entry should be based on a definite plan, developing a theme, telling a story or illustrating a leading idea by stamps or other philatelic items.  Of necessity, such an entry should be supplemented by concise explanatory tests.  It is desirable that the first sheet of the entry should give a plan of the whole collection from which the entry has bee selected.  It should tabulate the number of sheets in each section showing against each the number selected for this competition.

The General Rules shall apply

The entry shall consist of 16 sheets

The judges shall award marks for each entry within the following maxims:

Title and plan


15

Development


15

Originality


5

Philatelic Knowledge

30

Study and Research

10

Condition


10

Rarity



10

Presentation


5

Note: rarity refers to the number existing and the difficulty in obtaining items and NOT to their monetary value.

PAST WINNERS

1977 J Booth

1978 MP Birks FRPS,L

1979 Mrs J Watts

1980 D Romano

1981 A Totten

1982 JC Smith

1983-5 P Plant

1986 A Randall-Jones

1987 No competition

1988 P Plant

1989 Mrs V Jones

1990 J Crowther

1991 S Nansen

1992 J Crowther

1993 R Hargreaves

1994 Not awarded

1995 Mrs B Jones

1999 P Gaywood

2002 Mrs B Jones

Exhibiting

Exhibition Security Procedure

The following guidelines are intended to govern the running of NW Federation displays at Conventions etc, and do not affect any other part of these events.

Layout

Exhibits that are the responsibility of the NW Federation should be in a room separate from the dealers unless this is unavoidable.  If the hall is shared, security difficulties are increased and dealer complaints likely.  In this case, great care must be taken when planning the layout, particularly of the display frames.

For maximum security, the display frames should, whenever possible, be arranged in the minimum mumber of rows and along the length of the hall.  Long rows may be broken for ease of public and steward access, but the gaps in the rows should be taken into consideration when deciding the number and duties of stewards.  A minimum number of rows allows a higher standard of security to be attained with the same number of stewards.  The above assumes a conventional hall with a stage at one end from which a steward can look down the rows and exits at the other end.

Stewards

An Honorary Security Officer, preferably with some experience of security, should be appointed.

The number of stewards relative to the size of the hall and disposition of the frames, exits, etc and the siting of the visual alarms, should be determined by the Hon Secretary Officer in conjunction with the organising society well in advance of the exhibition date.  The stewards’ lunch breaks should be staggered.  A drawing showing the frame layout, exits, and the stewards’ responsibilities should be prepared.

The appointment of relief stewards and the length of steward duty periods will be regulated by the Hon Security Officer.  Generally the number of relief stewards should not be less than 50% of the number of stewards required to police the displays, and a spell of duty should not be more that one hour without a break.

Stewards will be briefed by, and shall follow the instructions of the Hon Security Officer.

All the stewards and officers of both the organising society and the NW Federation must be fully informed by the Hon Security Officer of the security

Police

The police must be informed of the exhibition venue and times, the name of the Hon Security Officer and the organising society contact well in advance of the date of the exhibition.

Communications

It is essential that the telephone number of the police should be obtained and recorded, and that the Hon Security Officer should have easy access to a telephone.  The location of the nearest accessible telephone should be established.

The provision of a public address system is advantageous not only for the general conduct of the event, but also for both emergency and security purposes, and should, if possible, be connected to all rooms to which the public have access.

Closure

The Hon Security Officer may close the exhibition at any time he considers it necessary.

Mounting / Demounting

The mounting and demounting of material, for which the NW Federation is responsible, shall be carried out by officers or nominees; and all other persons other than those engaged in mounting and demounting shall be excluded from the room or area during these activities.

Deputy

A Deputy Security Officer may be appointed by the organisers in case the Hon Security Officer is unable to be present on the day, or to relieve him as necessary during the day.

Fire Precautions and Other Safety Factors

The Hon Security Officer must make himself familiar with the fire

precautions, fire exits, etc, and other safety factors relating to the hall, and brief stewards accordingly.

Security Record and Report

The following information should be provided by the host society to the Hon Security Officer before the start of the exhibition.

Event

Date

Venue

Organising Society

Name, address and telephone number of the secretary or organising officer

Public opening hours

Location and layout of the NW Federation competition entries

Specify if any other activity is proposed in the room

Specify if there is a stage

Number of frame rows

Number of frames per row

Number of breaks in each row

Number of steward sessions

Number of stewards required per session

Total number of stewards required

Total number of relief stewards required

Floor plan of exhibition, showing layout of frames / rows / breaks, position of stage, and position of doors and exits

Fire precautions, exits etc, and any other safety related information of which he should be aware

Extent of availability of public address equipment

Rooms not provided with public address equipment

Nearest available telephones

Non-emergency telephone number of police

Date of notification to police

Philatelic Advice

Competitive Philately

(Why must we have these “silly” rules?)

Perhaps the most contentious issue in philately is the rules, which govern the competitions.  Certainly passions are aroused, and collectors come closer to brandishing their tweezers at this issue than over any other.  What surprises me is not that people question the rules, for rules should be questioned and changed to meet changing circumstances, but that these same people, if they were playing snooker, poker or football, would insist that the rules of the game were adhered to, to the letter.  So why is philately considered to be different?

If you enjoy football, you could have a kick-about in the local park and do just what you please.  But, if you want to match your skills against others and play local or league football, you must play by league rules, or you will be sent off.  We accept this.  The same applies to philately.  Individuals and clubs can please themselves how they go about collecting and competing, but if they wish to take that competition seriously or compete at a higher level, then the rules, whether they agree with them or not, must be adhered to.

A school that did not allow and encourage its talented athletes to go on to develop their skills, should they wish to do so, would be a bad school, I believe.  Similarly stamp clubs should provide the opportunity for collectors to develop and progress beyond club level.  The Rose Bowl Competition does just that, leading to the Novices’ Trophy, the Arthur Saxton Trophy, and then the sky is the limit.  Not forgetting the specialist trophies such as the thematic, aerophilatelic or postal history, should anyone show a leaning towards those aspects of collecting.  Many clubs do not offer the opportunity for members to compete outside their immediate membership, and I believe they do themselves and their members a disservice.

So, if you do not like collecting by the rules, you do not have to.  Most clubs offer competitions amongst members where you can do as you choose, but those who wish to develop their competitive skills must accept the rules in their entirety, or join organised philately and work to change them.

On the next two pages Roy Holland has outlined some of the major points, which should be taken into consideration when mounting a competitive stamp exhibit.  Roy has had a lot of experience of competitive philately, and I can assure you that his advice is sound.  I would add that if you choose not to take his advice you may seriously disadvantage yourself.  Perhaps as an exhibitor already you have been disappointed with your award.  The reason may lie amongst the points Roy has raised.

Following Roy’s comments I have added some thoughts of my own for the more advanced exhibitor.  I do not claim these to be the final word, but I believe that they draw upon the lessons I have learned, and will assist those keen to do well.  However the thematic collector has other considerations than these in mounting a competitive exhibit, one of which is a plan of the collection.  Franceska Rapkin offers advice on this point.

Some Points Worth Considering
(Society, Federation of National Level)

Read the prospectus and rules thoroughly, and take careful notes of the marks awarded for each section of your class.

Try to choose a subject to display that is not too general, e.g. “The Postal History of Great Britain” could not be covered adequately in 180 sheets, let alone 18.  Confining the display to a particular period would avoid this.

Presentation and layout of the whole exhibit is of great importance.  It should be aesthetically pleasing to the eye (first impressions tend to linger).  It should be easy to follow by somebody who does not necessarily know your subject.  Remember the focal point on a sheet is just above the centre.  The judge will probably only have about five minutes to look at your display, so you must grab his attention.

Try to avoid “sore thumbs” in your display.  These detract from the overall effect and you will LOSE marks for them.

E.g. (a) In a stamp exhibit a slightly tatty or heavily cancelled stamp should be left out, even though you may not have a better one.

(b) In a postal history exhibit do not show covers where the stamps are not clearly and definitely tied to that cover.

Avoid elaborate diagrams and writing up.  The STAMPS should be the dominating feature on the page.

A probable minimum of four single stamps per page, although over the whole entry the average should be six or seven.  Avoid overcrowding a display.

Try not to use black leaves.  White sheets only, all of the same make and whiteness.  (If you want to enter Stampex, black leaves are NOT recommended).

Only use Hawid mounts if you have to, i.e. only if you can be present with your entry just before it is placed in the frames, so you can reposition any stamps that may have become displaced in transit.

One can exhibit covers and stamps on the same page.

If two covers of different size are to go on the same sheet, put the larger one at the bottom and possibly overlap the smaller one onto the larger one.

Mint and used stamps can be used on the same page provided they are not within a complete set being displayed.

You will not lose marks for typing your writing up.  Each entry will be judged within its own style of writing up.

Always enter the maximum number of sheets allowed, less only if you must, but never more.

The first sheet can be used without stamps, if necessary, to explain your entry.  The amount of philatelic material on the rest of the sheets should make up for this loss on the first page.

Presentation of some issues of stamps may benefit from being mounted on black card, one-sixteenth of an inch only showing around the stamp.  This makes the stamps stand out more.  Covers may also benefit from this treatment using, say a dark red background.  (A black background tends to make them look like mourning covers).

Try to get your entry to tell a philatelic story if possible.

The way to improve your exhibiting is to enter plenty of competitions, to accept criticism, and very importantly, to act upon these criticisms.

Finally, remember that if the judges do not appreciate your particular entry, you will have had a lot of fun and learnt a great deal (or should have) about your own subject, thus greatly increasing your enjoyment in the enchanting world of philately.

Roy IC Holland FRPS, L

Advanced Philatelic Exhibiting

The standard unit of entry for competitive philately from Federation to International level, is the “frame”, which consists of sixteen sheets arranged in a four by four matrix (four sheets across by four rows down).  This will be exhibited as shown on the left, giving four “key sheets” in the centre, to which I shall refer later (shaded).

It would be logical for smaller competitions to consist of eight sheets, but there is no aesthetically pleasing way of arranging eight sheets.  Accordingly most smaller competitions consist of nine sheets, arranged in a three by three matrix, shown above right, which maintains the concept of “key sheet” (shaded).

Federation competitions, certainly senior ones, consist of one frame (16 sheets), whilst National Competitions such as Stampex usually ask for two frames (32 sheets), and International Competitions of anything between five frames (80 sheets) for a first-time entrant to ten frames (160 sheets) for a previous gold medal winner.  The size of these sheets is specified in the competition prospectus, and always includes the protective covering unless otherwise stated.  You must submit the correct number of sheets for a competition and they must lie within the size parameters specified.  Ignorance is no excuse in the eyes of the law or philatelic judges.  You must obtain a prospectus before you start to put together your entry, and read it carefully.  It would be a pity to mount material on the wrong sized pages, for example, and have to start again.

Starting an exhibit is by far the most difficuly step in my experience.  I have found that the choice of subject tends to be straightforward – if I have enough material I have a subject for competition!  What I need to do initially is to assess what I have, and try to purchase items to fill obvious gaps.  The planning now starts.

My first step is to draw a 4x4 (or 3x3) matrix on a piece of paper, and jot down in the squares what I propose mounting on the respective pages.  There are several points to consider.

The first page should be a title page.  This should briefly describe the background to the display, and might include a small map pf postal routes, but probably would not include philatelic material.  I have myself included an enlarged colour photograph of a stamp here, where the display is of stamps of identical design, or a postcard depicting the flag of the country being show.  Remember judges, despite what they say, do not read what you write, they word gaze, so make it brief and to the point, and that applies throughout, if you hope to get information across to a reader.

I referred earlier to “key pages”.  These are the central page(s) of any frame and are the ones to which the eye is drawn first.  This is where your best material should be at all costs.  Never put your covers in the corners if you want them to be seen, since they could so easily be missed by the judges, unless of course that is all you are showing, or it is essential for “balance”, a point I shall refer to later.

Chronological order is not essential.

I would consider the frame on the left to be a much more suitable arrangement than the right frame, which has been mounted in strict chronological order.  For “cover” you could read “essays”, “proofs”, or any other “better” item.  The point is, they relate to the items around them, either upwards, or sideways or downwards, and are not in chronological order.  But because they are on the “key sheets they will be seen.

Overall balance must be considered whenever possible, but it is not always possible to achieve.  In the overview, pages should be considered as part of a row of four.

Some examples of what I consider “good” and “bad” balance across a row are illustrated on the next page.  Balance within a row is important and balancing the rows against each other is also important, but again compromises will have to be made.  Few collectors have the resources to draw upon to enable the “ideal” exhibit to be put together, but what we all can do is consider these points within the limitations of our own material, and produce a plan which gives us the satisfaction of knowing that is the best we can do.

Once the plan is finished the work begins

A standard page format must be decided upon.  For myself, the title appears in bold letters on the title page and much less predominantly on the album pages.  I try to achieve a balance in the writing up.  I describe the contents a the top “18 February 1902: The Issued Stamps” or “16 March 1901: A Registered Cover from Mangua to Switzerland / via Panama and New York”.  I have the same number of lines to write up at the foot of the page and I arrange my stamps and blocks so that there is the same number of rows on balanced pages (inner two, outer two, or all four).

It is considered “bad form” to point out key stamps, or describe items as “unique” or “rare”, because the judges are supposed to know what they are looking at.  Certainly the further you go towards International exhibitions the more the judges are likely to know, but clearly they cannot know everything.  A subtle approach is required to bring information to the attention of the judges.  A thin frame could be drawn around key passages of text, or key stamps to make them stand out.  Phrases such as “not many are known in this condition”, or “believed to be the only one know” are acceptable.  “Unique” is a word which should be avoided since it is open to argument.  Do not be afraid to point things out to the judges, especially if your speciality is not well know.

Avoid catalogue numbers; they are irrelevant.  Your write up should include technical information as to paper, perforation, watermark and method of printing, but should avoid well known facts easily obtained from catalogues, since space is at a premium.  Of more importance is the fact that “75,000 were printed” or “the cover is a triple rate letter” or “there was no postal need for that particular value”, especially if you have found that out for yourself.  Philatelic knowledge is vital for success, and should be displayed at every opportunity.

At this point, trying to see an overall picture is difficult.  I solved this problem by making my own “frame” from a sheet of hardboard and four strips of beading.  I lean this against the wall, place the completed pages on it, and am able to get a clear idea of the overall impression that the frame will give the judges.  I know of a collector who has five such frames, which enable him to see the whole of his exhibit simultaneously, and adjust the balance between frames.

I have covered what I believe are the general points of presentation.  The mark allocated for presentation is, rightly I believe, relatively small, but a collector would be naïve to believe that presentation is simply about obtaining the mark allocation.  Judging is at present, rather subjective and the presentation does, I feel, influence the judge’s attitude to other aspects of the display.  Bad presentation can discourage a judge from looking too closely and can bias his views against the exhibit.  It shouldn’t, but it probably will.  It would be ideal if marks were criterion referenced, but we are a long way from that.  In the meantime the introduction of a written and itemised mark allocation will go some way towards more objective judging.

Mike Birks

Thematic Collecting

IS THE PLAN IMPORTANT?

I have frequently been accused of having a bee in my bonnet about the importance of the plan of the collection.  Many thematic collectors feel that it is only a rule to make easier for the judge in a competition.  Since only a very small percentage of collectors ever enter a competition, they feel that a plan is an unnecessary restriction.  I believe otherwise.

How many of us get up in the morning, except perhaps on holiday, and have no idea at all of what the day has in store?  Do we not plan our day so as to make the best use of our, and other people’s time?  Do we not keep a diary to ensure that important dates are not forgotten?  A plan of a stamp collection is not really all that different.  It is an outline of the theme in written form to help the collector.  Admittedly, for national or international competitive purposes, it needs to be a fairly detailed plan.  For a collection it can be relatively simple.  However, the more detailed the plan, the simpler it becomes to find the appropriate philatelic material to tell the story.

I would advise any would-be thematic collector to start by reading as many books as possible on his chosen subject.  There is a dual advantage in this.  In the first instance, the subject knowledge will be of use to him when writing up his collection; secondly, the way in which various authors handle the subject, and split it up into sections will act as a useful guide as to how the plan of the collection will develop. A good plan will look like the contents page of a book, with chapter headings for each subject, and sub-headings where appropriate.  Often it is possible to use the chapters and sub-sections used by the author of an authoritative reference work as the plan without alteration.

Some collectors, of course, collect a subject by buying everything that shows the subject, and then arranging the stamps in country order, as they were issued.  This is not really a thematic collection, but a specialised collection of a subject.  If this is the way the collector gets his enjoyment, so be it.  In this case, he certainly does not need a plan, or any reference works.  All he needs is a good catalogue and an efficient new issue service!

Once the collector has decided on his theme and read some of the more important reference works, it is time to study a stamp catalogue.  I would suggest that a catalogue that illustrates all the stamps is the most appropriate, since it is sometimes difficult to decide whether a stamp is suitable from a written description.  The first thing that will become obvious is that there will be many stamps that are appropriate for the theme, although they initially would appear irrelevant.  For example, a stamp showing the Coronation of Napoleon is suitable for a Beethoven theme, since the composer intended to dedicate the Eroica Symphony to the Frenchman, but changed his mind, when the hero let himself be crowned.  Equally, a stamp issued by Monaco in 1963 to commemorate the centenary of the Football Association would also fit into Olympic Games theme, since it shows Wembley Stadium, the main venue for the 1948 Games in London.

The second thing that will become obvious when studying the catalogue is that there will be parts of the story that cannot be told with stamps.  In many cases, appropriate philatelic will need to be found in the form of cancellations and handstamps.  Postal stationery is also a very useful source of suitable material.  Sometimes a piece of information may need to be omitted because philatelic items do not exist.  It is also possible on occasion to make an unlikely connection between theme and philatelic material by using a place name to make a thematic point.  For instance, a ship cancellation from the ship “USS Penguin” would fit very nicely into a collection based on that bird.

One of the highlights of thematic collecting is that each collection is individual and unique to its owner, even though, in the main, the same material is being used.  One Olympic collector is interested in the sports, another in the organisation, and a third in the politics.  Each will approach his subject from a different standpoint, and each collection will be entirely different.  At Spring Stampex one year, the main display centred around Olympic Games.  The following year, since it was the Centenary of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, the main theme of Spring Stampex, not surprisingly, was ornithology.  In both subjects, the same stamps and philatelic items appear again and again, and yet each collection will be different.

Thematic collecting is not for everyone.  I think natural curiosity and an enquiring mind are essential, and a certain deviousness also does not come amiss.  However, I firmly believe that to understand a subject, and to be able to do the most with it, a plan is essential.

Franceska Rapkin

Safe Keeping of a Collection

There has been considerable increase in crime, especially breaking and entering, in the county, and we feel that some notes on the safe keeping of collections should be issued.

Urgent actions

Stress to all members of the household that on NO occasion, however short, should doors and accessible windows be left unbolted; this means close and lock.

Ensure that keys are not left in locks when you leave the house

Ensure that side and back gates are securely bolted, preferably with a padlock type, when they are not actually in use

Inspect all internal and external bolts, padlocks and their fixings.  Renew with a strong type wherever needed

Ensure that all ladders are securely bolted to a fixture, or are placed under lock and key

Check that all large suitcases are stowed away in relatively inaccessible places (not in cupboards etc).  Thieves travel empty handed as part of their routine, so they must never find innocent-looking cases in which to carry away their loot

Never leave strong tools, such as spades, shears etc in unlocked outside sheds.  Place them under lock and key.

Lock up the most valuable part of the collection at least in a strong cupboard and keep the keys very safely

Follow-up actions

Fit security locks to all external and internal doors paying particular attention to doors on the ground floor

Fit security fixtures of the correct type to all windows, including casement windows.  Ground floor back windows need special attention

Never put old stamp magazines, auction catalogues, etc, in the dustbin: they advertise the existence of a collection

Make a careful list of all items in the holding and keep this in a safe place away from the collection.  Photograph or photocopy valuable items

Look carefully at the wisdom of insuring the collection and get advice if need be on this point

Mark all albums, leaves etc, with your postcode and house number, eg (CH99 9ZZ (27)), as recommended by the police, using one of the ultraviolet ink pens now freely available from stationers.  This will help prove and identify your property in the event of loss of theft.

Fitting of a burglar alarm should be considered

Finally, all police stations have a designated Security Officer who will willingly come to the house to check and advise on security.  He may well spot a weak and vulnerable point which you may have missed

Disposal of a Collection

The following notes have been prepared as guidance to member Societies, both in making arrangements for their own affairs, and in handling approaches from relatives of deceased collectors.

Collectors generally are advised to ensure that their executors are aware of their wishes regarding the disposal of their collections and philatelic material in the event of their death.  A suitable worded letter might be lodged with their will or addressed privately to the executor or next of kin.

In the first instance, a person entrusted with disposal of a collection might best be advised to make contact with the Secretary of the deceased collector’s own philatelic Society, or a nearby one if he was not a member of a Society.

A visit to the survivor might be arranged to view the collection or material.  To avoid the possibility of bias or malpractice, it might be advisable for at least two members to view the collection together.  Perhaps the Secretary and Chairman might be satisfactory.

In the case of a general collection of no great value, it might be reasonable for advice to be given at a local Society level, provided that the members feel competent to give such advice.  If the collection is of a more specialised nature and no relevant expertise is available at local Society level, then more consideration should be given to enlisting specialist advice from without the Society.  It might be achieved by referring the matter to the Hon Secretary of the NW Federation, with assistance from the Executive, who would be in a position to recommend specialists within the Federation to view the collection and advise upon its disposal.

When advising on the disposal of material, it should be borne in mind that seldom will the immediate disposal of the collection be critical to the financial position of the survivor, and inevitably the more time which can be devoted to the lotting and valuing of the collection, the more attractive will be the return.

Generally, if the collection were anything beyond a fairly general one, it would not be in the interests of the survivor to refer the collection to a dealer for direct sale.

Consideration should also be given to an approach to the appropriate specialist Society or Study Circle to which the deceased collector might have belonged.  These bodies often hold auctions regularly, and would almost certainly be prepared to look at the material and advise.

It might be considered appropriate to advise disposal through an auction house.  In which case careful enquiry into the commission charged, lotting services and costs and other charges should be undertaken.

Private treaty sales can be very remunerative as no charges are normally levied beyond the 15-20% commission on sales.

Finally, in no circumstances should an individual member of a Society involve himself or herself in the valuation or disposal of a collection, for reasons that should be obvious.

Appendix A: Speakers List

	Gba
	Falkland Islands and the South Atlantic Task Force

	
	Br. Antarctic Territory and F.I.D.

	
	Antarctica

	
	GB QEII Stamps and varieties

	
	Channel Islands and Isle of Man

	
	

	JAC
	Cyprus

	
	Turkish Cyprus

	
	

	EC
	Tanganyika Postal History

	
	The Rise and Fall of German East Africa

	
	

	JC
	Olympic Games

	
	British Empire and Commonwealth Games

	
	

	CEHD
	Egypt (Various Displays)

	
	GB Railway Station Postmarks

	
	GB Numeral Cancellations

	
	Postal History of Lytham (with PPCs)

	
	Postal History of St Annes (with PPCs)

	
	

	DJF
	Burma Postal History 1824 - 1885

	
	India Used in Burma 1886 - 1937

	
	British Burma 1937 - 1947

	
	Japanese Occupation of Burma

	
	Burma at War 1939 - 1946

	
	Burma Since Independence 1948

	
	

	PG
	History of the Posts (GB 1700 to Date)

	
	

	AMG
	Minor Railways of Germany

	
	

	DH
	Chile 1810 - 1910

	
	South American Airmail 1925 - 1945

	
	

	WDH
	A Postal History farrago

	
	Post Office savings Bank Postal history and Emphemera

	
	Free Mail

	
	

	RS
	Aspects of Sudan Philately and Postal History

	
	Sudan Early Mail and Campaigns 1883 - 1899

	
	The Camel Postman

	
	Wings Over Sudan - The Coming of Airmail

	
	Southern africa Campaigns (Zulu and Boer Wars)

	
	Richards Attic Sweepings

	
	

	AWS
	Space Explorations

	
	Aviation; The pioneer Years

	
	Aviation; The Later Years

	
	Art on Stamps

	
	Childrens Paintings on Stamps

	
	Autographs of the Famous on Philatelic Items

	
	Something for Nothing

	
	Sport Including Olympics

	
	War and Philately

	
	

	CU
	Sweden

	
	

	AW
	Errors and varieties on the Stamps of King George VI

	
	

	PJW
	UNESCO World Heritage Sites

	
	Aircraft on Stamps

	
	Cinderella Philately

	
	Churchill

	
	

	GBW
	Philatelic Maps (Stamps and Postcards)

	
	Canada; The Last 70 years

	
	India

	
	Austria including the Austro Hungarian Empire from 1850

	
	Paintings on Stamps

	
	

	BW
	Royal Air Force Museum Covers and Joint Services Philatelic Consortium

	
	

	AHJ
	East africa

	
	Errors and Varieties of Various Countries

	
	

	CPK
	Cayman Islands

	
	

	PL
	Lancashire Countly Cricket Club

	
	

	GCM
	Tristan Da Cunha

	
	Norfolk Island

	
	Pitcairn Islands

	
	Gibraltar

	
	South africa

	
	Space; The Apollo Story

	
	

	JSN
	Papua and New Guinea

	
	Scouting

	
	

	KP
	Hovercraft Mail World Wide

	
	

	MEKP
	Gulf Agencies, Stamps and Postal History

	
	India and Pakistan Period

	
	GB Period

	
	

	GP
	Police Philately or Bobby's Hobby

	
	

	ARJ
	Nobel Prize Winners

	
	US Naval Cachets and Postmarks

	
	Fire Protection & Prevention

	
	The Swedish Sailor

	
	

	AR
	St Kitts Nevis and Leeward Islands Used in St Kitts

	
	The Flying Scotsman; Preserving the Legend

	
	

	JCS
	Australia Stamps and Postal History

	
	Censored and Military Mail; WW2 Air Letters


